N THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND

RULES ORDER

This Court's Standing Comrittee on Rules of Practice
and Procedure having submtted its One Hundred Forty-Ei ghth
Report to the Court reconmendi ng adoption of a proposed
revision of Title 9, Chapter 200 (Divorce, Annul ment, Alinony,
Child Support, and Child Custody); proposed new Form Nos. 9
(Product Liability Definitions) and 10 (Product Liability
I nterrogatories), Appendix of Forms, Form Interrogatories;
proposed new Appendi x: Cui delines of Advocacy for Attorneys
Representing Children in CINA and Rel ated TPR and Adoption
Proceedi ngs; proposed new Rules 8-605.1, 16-819, and 17-109;
proposed anmendnents to Rules 1-303, 1-325, 2-322, 2-323, 2-
504.1, 2-505, 2-507, 2-535, 2-541, 4-212, 4-254, 6-122, 6-207,
6-404, 6-433, 6-455, 7-102, 7-112, 7-201, 7-202, 7-206, 8-113,
8-122, 8-501, 8-502, 8-504, 8-606, 9-103, 9-105, 9-106, 11-
106, 15-206, 16-101, 16-202, 16-204, 16-402, 16-404, 16-504,
16-802, 16-817, 17-102, 17-103, 17-104, and 17-105; proposed
anendnents to Form Nos. 2 and 7, Appendi x of Forms, Form
I nterrogatories; proposed anendnents to Rule 1.14, Appendi x:
Maryl and Rul es of Professional Conduct; and proposed
amendnents to Rule 14, Rules Governing Adm ssion to the Bar of

Maryl and, all as set forth in that Report published in the



Maryland Register, Vol. 27, |lssue 21, pages 1908 - 1969

(Cct ober 20, 2000); and

This Court having considered at an open neeti ng,
noti ce of which was posted as prescribed by law, all of the
proposed rul es changes, together with the comments received,
and making certain deletions and additions to the proposed
rul es changes on its own notion, it is this 5th day of March,

2001

ORDERED, by the Court of Appeals of Mryland, that
the Rules in Title 9, Chapter 200 and Rul e 16-402 be, and they

are hereby rescinded; and it is further

ORDERED that revised Title 9, Chapter 200 and new
Form No. 9, Appendi x of Fornms, FormlInterrogatories, be, and
they are hereby adopted in the formattached to this O der;

and it is further

ORDERED t hat new Rul e 8-605.1, new Form No. 10
Appendi x of Forns, FormInterrogatories and new Appendi X:

Gui del i nes of Advocacy for Attorneys Representing Children in



CINA and Rel ated TPR and Adoption Proceedi ngs be, and they are
her eby, adopted in the form previously published; and it is

further

ORDERED t hat anendnents to Rules 2-504.1, 8-113, 8-
504, 9-105, 16-101, 16-404, 16-504, and 16-802, be, and they
are hereby adopted in the formattached to this Order; and it

is further

ORDERED t hat anmendnents to Rul es 1-303, 1-325, 2-
322, 2-323, 2-505, 2-541, 4-212, 4-254, 6-122, 6-207, 6-404,
6-433, 6-455, 7-102, 7-112, 8-122, 8-501, 8-502, 9-103, 11-
106, 15-206, 16-202, 16-204, and 16-817, Fornms Nos. 2 and 7,
Appendi x of Fornms, FormInterrogatories, Rule 1.14, Appendi x:
Maryl and Rul es of Professional Conduct, and Rule 14, Rules
Governing Adm ssion to the Bar be, and they are hereby,

adopted in the formpreviously published; and it is further

ORDERED t hat the proposed anendnments to Rules 7-201

and 7-202 be, and they are hereby, rejected; and it is further

ORDERED t hat proposed new Rul es 16-819 and 17-109
and the proposed anmendnents to Rules 7-206, 17-102, 17-103,
17-104, and 17-105 be, and they are hereby, renmanded to the

Standing Commttee on Rules of Practice and Procedure for



further study; and it is further

ORDERED t hat the proposed anendnments to Rul es 2-507,
2-535, 8-606, and 9-106 be, and they are hereby, w thdrawn by

the Commttee; and it is further

ORDERED, that the rul es changes hereby adopted by
this Court shall govern the courts of this State and al
parties and their attorneys in all actions and proceedi ngs,
and shall take effect and apply to all actions conmenced on or
after
July 1, 2001 and insofar as practicable, to all actions then

pending; and it is further

ORDERED, that a copy of this Order be published in

the next issue of the Maryl and Regi ster.

/s/ Robert M Bell

Robert M Bell

/sl John C. Eldridge

John C. Eldridge



/s/ Ilrma S. Raker

lrma S. Raker

/s/ Alan M W/I ner

Alan M W/ ner

/s/ Dale R Cathell

Dal e R Cathel |

/s/ denn T. Harrell, Jr.

denn T. Harrell, Jr.

/sl Lynne A. Battaglina

Lynne A. Battaglia

Filed: March 5, 2001

/sl Al exander L. Cumm ngs

Clerk
Court of Appeals of Maryl and



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 1 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

CHAPTER 300 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

AVEND Rule 1-303 to add a formof oath for court

interpreters, as follows:

Rul e 1-303. FORM OF OATH

(a) GCenerally

Except as provided in section (b), [Wwhenever an oral

oath is required by rule or law, the person nmaking oath shal
solemly swear or affirmunder the penalties of perjury that

t he responses given and statenents made wi Il be the whole
truth and nothing but the truth. A witten oath shall be in a
formprovided in Rule 1-304.

(b) Court Interpreters

A court interpreter shall solemmly swear or affirm

under the penalties of perjury to interpret accurately,

conpletely, and inpartially.

Source: Section (a) of [This] this Rule is derived from fornmer
Rules 5 ¢ and 21. Section (b) is new.




MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 1 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

CHAPTER 300 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

AVMEND Rule 1-325 to conformto the revision of Title 9,

Chapter 200, as foll ows:

Rul e 1-325. FILING FEES AND COSTS -- | NDI GENCY

(a) GCenerally

A person unabl e by reason of poverty to pay any filing
fee or other court costs ordinarily required to be prepaid may
file a request for an order waiving the prepaynent of those
costs. The person shall file with the request an affidavit
verifying the facts set forth in that person's pl eading,
notice of appeal, application for |eave to appeal or request
for process, and stating the grounds for entitlenment to the
wai ver. |If the person is represented by an attorney, the
request and affidavit shall be acconpanied by the attorney's
signed certification that the claim appeal, application, or
request for process is neritorious. The court shall review the
papers presented and may require the person to suppl enent or
explain any of the matters set forth in the papers. If the
court is satisfied that the person is unable by reason of
poverty to pay the filing fee or other court costs ordinarily

required to be prepaid and the claim appeal, application, or



request for process is not frivolous, it shall waive by order

t he prepaynent of such costs.



Committee note: The term"other court costs" in section (a)
of this Rule includes the conpensation, fees, and costs of a
master or exam ner. See Rules 2-541 (i), 2-542 (i), 2-603 (e),
and [9-207 j]1 9-208 (j).



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 2 - CVIL PROCEDURE- - Cl RCUI T COURT
CHAPTER 300 - PLEADI NGS AND MOTI ONS
AMEND Rul e 2-322 to add discharge in bankruptcy to
section

(b), as foll ows:

Rul e 2-322. PRELI M NARY MOTI ONS

(a) Mandatory
The foll ow ng defenses shall be nade by notion to
dismss filed before the answer, if an answer is required: (1)
| ack of jurisdiction over the person, (2) inproper venue, (3)
i nsufficiency of process, and (4) insufficiency of service of
process. |If not so nade and the answer is filed, these
def enses are wai ved.
(b) Perm ssive
The foll ow ng defenses nay be made by notion to dism ss
filed before the answer, if an answer is required: (1) lack of
jurisdiction over the subject matter, (2) failure to state a
cl ai m upon which relief can be granted, (3) failure to join a

party under Rule 2-211, [and] (4) discharge in bankruptcy, and

[(4)1 (5) governnmental immunity. |If not so nmade, these

def enses and objections may be nade in the answer, or in any

ot her appropriate manner after answer is filed.



(c) Disposition

A notion under sections (a) and (b) of this Rule shal
be determ ned before trial, except that a court may defer the
determ nation of the defense of failure to state a clai mupon
which relief can be granted until the trial. |In disposing of
the notion, the court may dism ss the action or grant such
| esser or different relief as may be appropriate. |If the
court orders dism ssal, an anmended conplaint may be filed only
if the court expressly grants |eave to anend. The anended
conplaint shall be filed within 30 days after entry of the
order or within such other time as the court may fix. If
| eave to anmend is granted and the plaintiff fails to file an
anmended conplaint within the time prescribed, the court, on
notion, may enter an order dismissing the action. If, on a
nmotion to dismss for failure of the pleading to state a claim
upon which relief can be granted, matters outside the pleading
are presented to and not excluded by the court, the notion
shall be treated as one for summary judgnment and di sposed of
as provided in Rule 2-501, and all parties shall be given
reasonabl e opportunity to present all material nade pertinent
to such a notion by Rule 2-501.

(d) Mdtion for More Definite Statenent
If a pleading to which an answer is permtted is so

vague or anbi guous that a party cannot reasonably frane an



answer, the party may nove for a nore definite statenent
bef ore answering. The notion shall point out the defects
conpl ai ned of and the details desired. |If the notion is
granted and the order of the court is not obeyed within 15
days after entry of the order or within such other tinme as the
court may fix, the court may strike the pleading to which the
nmotion was directed or make such order as it deens just.
(e) Mdtion to Strike

On notion nade by a party before responding to a
pl eading or, if no responsive pleading is required by these
rules, on notion nmade by a party within 15 days after the
service of the pleading or on the court's own initiative at
any time, the court may order any insufficient defense or any
i nproper, immterial, inpertinent, or scandal ous matter
stricken fromany pleading or may order any pleading that is
|ate or otherwise not in conpliance with these rules stricken
inits entirety.

(f) Consolidation of Defenses in Mtion

A party who nmakes a notion under this Rule may join
with it any other notions then available to the party. No
def ense or objection raised pursuant to this Rule is waived by
being joined with one or nore other such defenses or
objections in a notion under this Rule. |[If a party nakes a

notion under this Rule but omts any defense or objection then



available to the party that this Rule permts to be raised by
notion, the party shall not thereafter nmake a notion based on
t he defenses or objections so omtted except as provided in
Rul e 2-324.

Source: This Rule is derived as foll ows:

Section (a) is derived fromformer Rule 323 (a) (1), (2),
(3) and (4), and the last sentence of (b).

Section (b) is newand is derived in part fromFRCP 12 (b).

Subsection (b) (2) replaces forner Rules 345 (Denurrer)

and 371 b (Denurrer).

Section (c) is new.

Section (d) is newand is derived fromFRCP 12 (e). It
repl aces fornmer Rule 346 (Bill of Particulars).

Section (e) is derived fromFRCP 12 (f), and in part from
former Rules 301 j and 322.

Section (f) is newand is derived from FRCP 12 (g).




MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 2 - CIVIL PROCEDURE--ClI RCU T COURT
CHAPTER 300 - PLEADI NGS AND MOTI ONS
AVEND Rul e 2-323 to delete a certain defense from
subsecti on

(g)(4), as follows:

Rul e 2-323. ANSWER

(a) Content

Aclaimfor relief is brought to issue by filing an
answer. Every defense of law or fact to a claimfor relief in
a conplaint, counterclaim cross-claim or third-party claim
shal | be asserted in an answer, except as provided by Rule
2-322. |If a pleading setting forth a claimfor relief does
not require a responsive pleading, the adverse party may
assert at the trial any defense of law or fact to that claim
for relief. The answer shall be stated in short and plain
terms and shall contain the followi ng: (1) the defenses
permtted by Rule 2-322 (b) that have not been raised by
notion, (2) answers to the avernents of the claimfor relief
pursuant to section (c) or (d) of this Rule, and (3) the
defenses enunerated in sections (f) and (g) of this Rule.
(b) Prelimnary Determ nation

The defenses of lack of jurisdiction over the subject



matter, failure to state a clai mupon which relief can be
granted, failure to join a party under Rule 2-211, and
governnental immunity shall be determ ned before trial on
application of any party, except that the court may defer the
determ nation of the defense of failure to state a clai mupon
which relief can be granted until the trial.
(c) Specific Adm ssions or Denials
Except as permitted by section (d) of this Rule, a
party shall admt or deny the avernents upon which the adverse
party relies. A party w thout know edge or information
sufficient to forma belief as to the truth of an avernent
shall so state and this has the effect of a denial. Denials
shall fairly nmeet the substance of the avernents denied. A
party may deny desi gnated avernents or paragraphs or nmay
generally deny all the avernents except avernents or
par agr aphs that are specifically admtted.
(d) Ceneral Denials in Specified Causes
When the action in any count is for breach of contract,
debt, or tort and the claimfor relief is for noney only, a
party may answer that count by a general denial of liability.
(e) Effect of Failure to Deny
Avernents in a pleading to which a responsive pl eadi ng
is required, other than those as to the anount of damages, are

adm tted unl ess denied in the responsive pleading or covered



by a general denial. Avernents in a pleading to which no
responsive pleading is required or permtted shall be taken as
deni ed or avoided. Wen appropriate, a party may claimthe
inability to admt, deny, or explain an avernent on the ground
that to do so would tend to incrimnate the party, and such
statement shall not amount to an adm ssion of the avernent.
(f) Negative Defenses

Whet her proceedi ng under section (c) or section (d) of
this Rule, when a party desires to raise an issue as to (1)
the |l egal existence of a party, including a partnership or a
corporation, (2) the capacity of a party to sue or be sued,
(3) the authority of a party to sue or be sued in a
representative capacity, (4) the avernent of the execution of
a witten instrunent, or (5) the avernent of the ownership of
a notor vehicle, the party shall do so by negative avernent,
whi ch shall include such supporting particulars as are
peculiarly within the pleader's know edge. |f not raised by
negati ve avernment, these matters are admtted for the purpose
of the pending action. Notw thstanding an adm ssion under this
section, the court may require proof of any of these matters
upon such terms and conditions, including continuance and
al l ocation of costs, as the court deens proper.

(g) Affirmative Defenses

Whet her proceedi ng under section (c) or section (d) of



this Rule, a party shall set forth by separate defenses: (1)
accord and satisfaction, (2) nmerger of a claimby arbitration
into an award, (3) assunption of risk, [(4) discharge in
bankruptcy or insolvency fromthe plaintiff's claim (5)1 (4)
col | ateral estoppel as a defense to a claim [(6)] (5)
contributory negligence, [(7)] (6) duress, [(8)] (7) estoppel,
[(9)1 (8) fraud, [(10)]1 (9) illegality, [(11)] (10) |aches,
[(12)]1 (11) paynent, [(13)]1 (12) release, [(14)]1 (13) res
judicata, [(15)] (14) statute of frauds, [(16)] (15) statute
of limtations, [(17)] (16) ultra vires, [(18)]1 (17) usury,
[(19)1 (18) waiver, [(20)] (19) privilege, and [(21)] (20)
total or partial charitable imunity.

In addition, a party may include by separate defense any
other matter constituting an avoi dance or affirmative defense
on | egal or equitable grounds. Wen a party has m stakenly
desi gnated a defense as a counterclaimor a counterclaimas a
defense, the court shall treat the pleading as if there had
been a proper designation, if justice so requires.

(h) Defendant's Infornmation Report
The defendant shall file with the answer an information
report substantially in the formincluded with the summons if
(1) the plaintiff has failed to file an information report

required by Rule 2-111(a), (2) the defendant disagrees with



anything contained in an information report filed by the
plaintiff, (3) the defendant disagrees with a differentiated
case managenent track previously selected by the court, or (4)
t he defendant has filed or expects to file a counterclaim
cross-claim or third-party claim |If the defendant fails to
file a required information report with the answer, the court
may proceed without the defendant's information to assign the
action to any track within the court's differentiated case
managenent system or may continue the action on any track
previ ously assi gned.
Source: This Rule is derived as foll ows:

Section (a) is new.

Section (b) is new

Section (c) is derived fromFRCP 8 (b) and fornmer Rule 372 a
2. Section (d) is derived fromfornmer Rule 342 b 1 and 2.

Section (e) is derived fromFRCP 8 (d) and former Rules 372
b and b 1 and 312 b.

Section (f) is derived fromfornmer Rules 311 a, 342 ¢ 1, and
2, and 323 a 5 and from FRCP 9 (a).

Section (g) is derived fromFRCP 8 (c) and former Rule 342 c
1 and 2.

Section (h) is new

MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 2 - CVIL PROCEDURE —Cl RCU T COURT

CHAPTER 500 - TRI AL

AMEND Rule 2-504.1 to allow a scheduling conference in an

action assigned to a famly division to be held earlier than
30

days after the entry of the order setting the scheduling



conference, and to nmake stylistic changes, as foll ows:

Rul e 2-504.1. SCHEDULI NG CONFERENCE

(a) Wen Required

In any of the follow ng circunstances, [The] the court

shal |l issue an order requiring the parties to attend a
schedul i ng conf erence:

(1) in [any] an action placed or likely to be placed in a
scheduling category for which the case managenent plan adopted
pursuant to Rule 16-202 b requires a scheduling conference;

(2) in [any] an action in which an objection to
conput er-generated evidence is filed under Rule 2-504.3 (d);
or

(3) in [any] an action, [upon request of] in which a

party [stating that,] requests a scheduling conference and

represents that, despite a good faith effort, the parties have

been unable to reach an agreenent (i) on a plan for the
schedul i ng and conpl etion of discovery, (ii) on the proposal
of any party to pursue an avail abl e and appropriate form of
alternative dispute resolution, or (iii) on any other matter

eligible for inclusion in a scheduling order under Rule 2-504.

(b) Wen Permtted

The court may issue an order in any action requiring



the parties to attend a schedul i ng conference.
(c) Oder for Scheduling Conference
An order setting a scheduling conference may require
that the parties, at |east ten days before the conference:
(1) conplete sufficient initial discovery to enable them

to participate in the conference neaningfully and in good

faith [in the conference] and to nmake decisions regarding (A
settlement, (B) consideration of avail able and appropriate
forns of alternative dispute resolution, (C limtation of
i ssues, (D) stipulations, and (E) other matters that may be
consi dered at the conference; and

(2) <confer in person or by telephone and attenpt to reach
agreenent or narrow the areas of disagreenent regarding the
matters that may be considered at the conference and determ ne
whet her the action or any issues in the action are suitable
for referral to an alternative dispute resolution process in
accordance with Title 17, Chapter 100 of these rules.

(d) Tinme and Met hod of Hol di ng Conference
Except (1) upon agreenent of the parties, [or] (2) upon

a finding of good cause by the court, or (3) in an action

assigned to a famly division under Rule 16-204 (a)(2), a

schedul i ng conference shall not be held earlier than 30 days
after the date of the order. |If the court requires the

conpl etion of any discovery pursuant to section (c) of this



Rule, it shall afford the parties a reasonable opportunity to
conpl ete the discovery. The court nmay hold a scheduling
conference in chanbers, in open court, or by tel ephone or
ot her el ectroni c neans.

(e) Scheduling O der

Case nmanagenent decisions nmade by the court at or as a

result of a scheduling conference shall be included in a
schedul i ng order entered pursuant to Rule 2-504. A court may
not order a party or counsel for a party to participate in an
alternative dispute resolution process under Rule 2-504 except
in accordance with Rule 9-205 or Rule 17-103.

Source: This Rule is new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 2 - CVIL PROCEDURE —CI RCU T COURT
CHAPTER 500 - TRI AL
AMEND Rul e 2-505 to provide that the Circuit
Adm ni strative
Judge may designate a county to which a case is to be renobved,

as foll ows:

Rul e 2-505. REMOVAL

(a) G ounds
(1) Prejudice
In any action that is subject to renoval, and on
i ssues fromthe O phans' Court, any party may file a notion
for renoval acconpanied by an affidavit alleging that the
party cannot receive a fair and inpartial trial in the county
in which the action is pending. If the court finds that there
is reasonable ground to believe that the allegation is
correct, it shall order that the action be renoved for trial
to a court of another county. Any party, including a party
who has obtai ned renoval, nmay obtain further renoval pursuant
to this Rule.
(2) Disqualification of all Judges
In any action in which all the judges of the court of

any county are disqualified to sit by the provisions of the



Maryl and Constitution, any party, upon notion, shall have the
right of renoval of the action to a court of another county
or, if the action is not renovable, the right to have a judge

of a court of another county preside in the action.



(b) Designation of Court and Transmttal of Record

The GCircuit Admnistrative Judge of the court ordering

renoval shall designate the county to which the case is to be

renoved. Wen the court orders that the action be renoved for
trial to a court of another county, the clerk shall transmt
the record to that court within five days fromentry of the
order, unless the court ordering the renoval extends the tine.
The record shall consist of all the original papers filed in
the action and a copy of the docket entries.
(c) Striking the Order of Renobva
Before the record has actually been transmtted, the
court, on notion of the party who obtained the order of
renmoval , may vacate the order
(d) Oder by Court to Which Renoved
The court to which an action has been renoved may i ssue
a warrant of resurvey or other process to the sheriff,
surveyor, or other officer of the county fromwhich the action
has been renoved.
(e) Return of Papers to Original Court
Wthin five days after final disposition of the action,
including all appeals, the clerk shall transmt all papers in
the action and a copy of the docket entries to the court from
whi ch the action was first renoved.

Cross reference: For limtations on the constitutional right
of renpbval in condemation cases, see Mayor and City Counci




of Baltinore v. Kane, 125 M. 135 (1915) and Mayor and City

Council of Baltinore v. Libowtz, 159 Md. 28 (1930).
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MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 2 - A VIL PROCEDURE -- CIRCU T COURT

CHAPTER 500 - TRI AL

AVMEND Rul e 2-541 to conformto the revision of Title 9,

Chapter 200, as foll ows:

Rul e 2-541. MASTERS

(b) Referral of Cases
(1) Referral of donmestic relations matters to a naster

shall be in accordance with Rule [9-207] 9-208 and shal

proceed in accordance with that Rule.
(2) On notion of any party or on its ow initiative, the
court, by order, may refer to a naster any other matter or

i ssue not triable of right before a jury.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 4 - CRIM NAL CAUSES

CHAPTER 200 - PRETRI AL PROCEDURES

AMEND Rul e 4-212 to allow a judicial officer in the
District Court to issue a warrant for the arrest of a
defendant if there is probable cause to believe that the
def endant poses a danger to another person or to the

community, and to add a certain cross reference, as foll ows:

Rul e 4-212. | SSUANCE, SERVI CE, AND EXECUTI ON OF SUMMONS OR

WARRANT

(d) Warrant -- Issuance; |nspection
(1) In the District Court
A judicial officer may, and upon request of the

State's Attorney shall, issue a warrant for the arrest of the
def endant, other than a corporation, upon a finding that there
i's probable cause to believe that the defendant commtted the
of fense charged in the charging docunent and that (A) the

def endant has previously failed to respond to a summons t hat
has been personally served or a citation, or (B) there is a
substantial |ikelihood that the defendant will not respond to

a sumons, or (C) the whereabouts of the defendant are unknown



and the issuance of a warrant is necessary to subject the
defendant to the jurisdiction of the court, or (D) the

defendant is in custody for another offense, or (E) there is

probabl e cause to believe that the defendant poses a danger to

anot her person or to the conmmunity. A copy of the charging

docunent shall be attached to the warrant.
(2) Inthe Grcuit Court

Upon the request of the State's Attorney, a warrant
shall issue for the arrest of a defendant, other than a
corporation, if an information has been fil ed against the
defendant and the circuit court or the District Court has made
a finding that there is probable cause to believe that the
def endant commtted the offense charged in the charging
docunent or if an indictnment has been filed against the
defendant; and (A) the defendant has not been processed and
rel eased pursuant to Rule 4-216, or (B) the court finds there
is a substantial likelihood that the defendant will not
respond to a summons. A copy of the chargi ng docunent shal
be attached to the warrant. Unless the court finds that there
is a substantial likelihood that the defendant will not
respond to a crimnal summons, a warrant shall not issue for a
def endant who has been processed and rel eased pursuant to Rule
4-216 if the circuit court chargi ng docunent is based on the

sane all eged acts or transactions. Wen the defendant has



been processed and rel eased pursuant to Rule 4-216, the
i ssuance of a warrant for violation of conditions of rel ease
is governed by Rule 4-217.

(3) Inspection of the Warrant and Chargi ng Docunent

Unl ess otherwi se ordered by the court, files and

records of the court pertaining to a warrant issued pursuant
to subsection (d)(1) or (d)(2) of this Rule and the charging
docunent upon which the warrant was issued shall not be open
to inspection until either (A the warrant has been served and
a return of service has been filed in conpliance with section
(g) of this Rule or (B) 90 days have el apsed since the warrant
was issued. Thereafter, unless sealed pursuant to Rule 4-201
(d), the files and records shall be open to inspection.
Comm ttee note: This subsection does not preclude the rel ease
of otherw se available statistical information concerning an
unserved warrant nor does it prohibit a State's Attorney or
peace officer fromreleasing information pertaining to an
unserved arrest warrant and chargi ng docunent.
Cross reference: See Rule 4-201 concerning charging
docunents. See Code, State Governnent Article, 810-616 (q),

whi ch governs inspection of court records pertaining to an
arrest warrant.




MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 4 - CRI M NAL CAUSES
CHAPTER 200 - PRETRI AL PROCEDURES
AMEND Rul e 4-254 to provide that the Circuit
Adm ni strative
Judge may designate a county to which a case is to be renobved,

as foll ows:

Rul e 4-254. REASSI GNMENT AND REMOVAL

(a) Reassignment in District Court

The reassignnent of a crimnal action pending in the
District Court shall be governed by the provisions of Rule
3-505. (b) Renoval in Crcuit Courts

(1) Capital Cases
When a defendant is charged with an offense for which

the maxi mum penalty is death and either party files a
suggestion under oath that the party cannot have a fair and
inmpartial trial in the court in which the action is pending,
the court shall order that the action be transferred for trial

to another court having jurisdiction. The Crcuit

Adm ni strative Judge of the court ordering renoval shal

designate the county to which the case is to be renoved. A

suggestion by a defendant shall be under the defendant's

personal oath. A suggestion filed by the State shall be under



the oath of the State's Attorney.
(2) Non-capital Cases

When a defendant is charged with an offense for which
t he maxi num penalty is not death and either party files a
suggestion under oath that the party cannot have a fair and
inmpartial trial in the court in which the action is pending,
the court shall order that the action be transferred for trial
to anot her court having jurisdiction only if it is satisfied
that the suggestion is true or that there is reasonabl e ground

for it. The Grcuit Adm nistrative Judge of the court

ordering renoval shall designate the county to which the case

is to be renoved. A party who has obtai ned one renoval may

obtain further renoval pursuant to this section.
(3) Transfer of Case File - Trial

Upon the filing of an order for renoval, the clerk
shall transmt the case file and a certified copy of the
docket entries to the clerk of the court to which the action
is transferred and the action shall proceed as if originally
filed there. After final disposition of the action, the clerk
shall return a certified copy of the docket entries to the
clerk of the court in which the action was originally
instituted for entry on the docket as final disposition of the

char ges.

Source: This Rule is derived as foll ows:



Section (a) is derived fromfornmer MD. R 744.
Section (b) is derived fromfornmer Rule 744.



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 6 - SETTLEMENT OF DECEDENTS ESTATES

CHAPTER 100 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

AMEND Rul e 6-122 to change the dollar anpbunt of what

constitutes a small estate, and to del ete the percentages
listed

as the amounts of direct and collateral inheritance tax, as

foll ows:

Rul e 6-122. PETITI ONS

(a) Petition for Probate
The Petition for Probate shall be in the follow ng

form

I N THE ORPHANS' COURT FOR

(R :

MARYLAND

BEFORE THE REG STER OF W LLS FOR

I N THE ESTATE OF:

ESTATE NO
FOR:
[ ] REGULAR ESTATE [ ] SMALL ESTATE [ ] WLL OF NO
ESTATE
PETI TI ON FOR PROBATE PETI TI ON FOR Conmpl ete itens

2



Estate value in ADM NI STRATI ON and 5

excess of [$20, 000] Est ate val ue of
$30, 000. (If spouse [$20, 000] $30, 000
is sole heir or or less. (If spouse
| egat ee, $50, 000.) is sole heir or
Conpl ete and attach | egat ee, $50, 000.)
Schedul e A Compl ete and attach
Schedul e B.

The petition of:

Name Addr ess
Name Addr ess
Name Addr ess

Each of us states:

1. | am(a) at least 18 years of age and either a citizen
of the United States or a permanent resident alien spouse of
t he decedent or (b) a trust conpany or any other corporation
authorized by law to act as a personal representative.

2. The Decedent,




was domciled in

(County)

St at e of and di ed on
t he

(pl ace of death)
3. If the decedent was not domiciled in this county at
the tinme of death, this is the proper office in which to file

this petition because:

4. | amentitled to priority of appointnent as personal
representative of the decedent's estate pursuant to 85-104 of
the Estates and Trusts Article, Annotated Code of Maryl and

because:

and I am not excluded by 85-105 (b) of the Estate and Trusts
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland from serving as personal
representative.

5. | have nmade a diligent search for the decedent's wll



and to the best of ny know edge:
[ ] none exists; or

[ ] the will dated (itncluding codicils, if

any, dated )

acconpanyi ng

this petitionis the last will and it canme into ny hands

the foll ow ng manner:

and the nanes and | ast known addresses of the w tnesses are:

6. Ot her proceedings, if any, regarding the decedent or

the estate are as foll ows:




7. If any information required by paragraphs 2 through 6
has not been furnished, the reason

iS:

8. If appointed, | accept the duties of the office of
personal representative and consent to personal jurisdiction
in
any action brought in this State against ne as personal
representative or arising out of the duties of the office of
personal representative.

VWHEREFORE, | request appointnment as personal
representative of the decedent's estate and the foll ow ng
relief as indicated:

[ ] that the will and codicils, if any, be admtted to
adm ni strative probate;
[ ] that the will and codicils, if any, be admtted to
j udi ci al
pr obat e;
[ ] that the will and codicils, if any, be filed only;

[ ] that the followi ng additional relief be granted:




| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the

contents of the foregoing petition are true to the best of ny

know edge, information, and belief.

At t or ney Petitioner

Addr ess Petitioner

Petitioner

Tel ephone Nunber

Tel ephone Nunber (optional)

I N THE ORPHANS' COURT FOR

(R

MARYLAND

BEFORE THE REG STER OF W LLS FOR

I N THE ESTATE OF:

ESTATE NO.

Dat e

Dat e

Dat e



SCHEDULE - A
Regul ar Estate

Esti mat ed Val ue of Estate and Unsecured Debts

Personal property (approximate value) .......... $

Real property (approximate value) .............. $

Val ue of property subject to:

(a) Direct Inheritance Tax of [19%9 % ......
$

(b) Collateral Inheritance Tax of [109% _ %.
$

Unsecured Debts (approximate anount) ........
$

| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the

contents of the foregoing schedule are true to the best of ny

know edge, information, and belief.

At t or ney Petitioner

Addr ess Petitioner

Petitioner

Dat e

Dat e

Dat e



Tel ephone Nunber Tel ephone Nunber
(optional)

(FOR REG STER S USE)

Saf ekeeping Wl ls Custody WIlIs

Bond Set $ Deput y




I N THE ORPHANS' COURT FOR

(R :

MARYLAND

BEFORE THE REG STER OF W LLS FOR

I N THE ESTATE OF:

ESTATE NO.

SCHEDULE - B
Smal | Estate - Assets and Debts of the Decedent
1. | have nmade a diligent search to discover all property
and

debts of the decedent and set forth bel ow are:

(a) Alisting of all real and personal property owned by
t he

decedent, individually or as tenant in common, and of any
ot her

property to which the decedent or estate would be entitl ed,
i ncl udi ng descriptions, values, and how t he val ues were

det er m ned:

(b) Alisting of all creditors and claimants and the
amount s

cl ai med, including secured*, contingent and di sputed cl ai ns:



2. Al'lowabl e funeral expenses are $ , Statutory

fam |y all owances are $ ; and expenses of

adm nistration clainmed are $

3. Attached is a List of Interested Persons.



*NOTE: 85-601 [(c)] (d) of the Estates and Trusts Article,
Annot at ed Code of Maryland "For the purpose of this subtitle -
value is determned by the fair market value of property |ess
debts of record secured by the property as of the date of
death, to the extent that insurance benefits are not payable
to the lien holder or secured party for the secured debt."

| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the
contents of the foregoing schedule are true to the best of ny

know edge, information, and belief.

At t or ney Petitioner Dat e
Addr ess Petitioner Dat e
Petitioner Dat e

Tel ephone Nunber Tel ephone Nunber (optional)

(b) Oher Petitions
(1) Generally
Except as otherwi se provided by the rules in this
Title or permtted by the court, an application to the court
for an order shall be by petition filed with the register.
The petition shall be in witing, shall set forth the relief
or order sought, and shall state the |legal or factual basis

for the relief requested. The petitioner may serve on any



i nterested person and shall serve on the personal
representative and such persons as the court may direct a copy
of the petition, together with a notice inform ng the person
served of the right to file a response and the tine for filing

it.



(2) Response
Any response to the petition shall be filed within 20
days after service or wwthin such shorter tinme as may be fixed
by the court for good cause shown. A copy of the response
shall be served on the petitioner and the personal
representative.
(3) Oder of Court
The court shall rule on the petition and enter an
appropri ate order.

Cross reference: Code, Estates and Trusts Article, 882-102
(c), 2-105, 5-201 through 5-206, and 7-402.



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 6 - SETTLEMENT OF DECEDENTS ESTATES

CHAPTER 200 - SMALL ESTATE

AMEND Rul e 6-207 to add another category to the letters
of

adm nistration of a snall estate, as foll ows:

Rul e 6-207. LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON

Letters of adm nistration to the personal representative

shall be in the follow ng form

STATE OF MARYLAND
LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON

OF SMALL ESTATE

Est at e No.

| certify that administration of the Estate of

was

granted on the

(mont h) (year)

to
as

personal representative and the appointnment is in effect this

day of




(nont h) (year)

[ ] WII probated

(dat e)
[ ] Intestate estate.

[ ] Unprobated WII|I —Probate Not Required.




Regi ster of WIlls for

VALI D ONLY | F SEALED WTH THE SEAL OF THE COURT OR THE
REG STER

Cross reference: Code, Estates and Trusts Article, 8§86-103
and 6-104.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 6 - SETTLEMENT OF DECEDENTS ESTATES
CHAPTER 400 - ADM NI STRATI ON OF ESTATES
AMEND Rul e 6-404 to nodify the information report to
refl ect
the statutory changes broadeni ng the class of people who are

exenpt frominheritance tax, as foll ows:

Rul e 6-404. | NFORVATI ON REPORT
Wthin three nonths after appointnent, the personal

representative shall file with the register an information
report

in the followi ng form

[ CAPTI ON

Dat e of Death

[ ] Wth [ ] Wthout
Wil

| NFORVATI ON REPORT

1. a. At the tinme of death did the decedent have any
i nt erest

as a joint owner (other than with a [surviving spouse] person

exenpted frominheritance tax by Code, Tax General Article,
87-

203) in any real or |easehold property located in Maryl and or
any



personal property, including accounts in a credit union, bank,
or

other financial institution?
[ 1 No [ ] Yes | f yes, give the follow ng

i nformation
as to all such jointly owned

property:
Name, Address, and Rel ationship Nat ur e of Tot al
Val ue

of Joint Owner Property of
Property

1. b. At the tine of death did the decedent have any
i nt erest

in any real or |easehold property |ocated outside of Maryland

either in the decedent's own nane or as a tenant in combn?

[ ] No[ ] Yes | f yes, give the follow ng
information as to such

property:

Address, and Nature of Property Case Nunber, Nanes, and

Location of Court Were
Any Court Proceedi ng Has
Been Initiated Wth

Ref erence to the Property




2. Except for a bona fide sale or a transfer to a person

exenpted frominheritance tax pursuant to Code, Tax Ceneral

Article, 87-203, within two years before death did the
decedent

make any transfer [, other than a bona fide sale, ] of any
mat eri al

part of the decedent's property in the nature of a final

di sposition or distribution, including any transfer that
resul ted

in joint ownership of property?
[ ] No [ ] Yes If yes, give the follow ng

informati on as to each
transfer.



Dat e of Nane, Address, and Rel a- Nat ur e of Tot al
Val ue
Tr ansfer tionship of Transferee Property of
Property

Transferred

3. Except for interests passing to a person exenpted by
Code,

Tax Ceneral Article, 87-203, at the time of death did the

decedent have (a) any interest |ess than absolute in real or

personal property over which the decedent retained dom nion
whi | e

alive, including a P.O D. account, (b) any interest in any
annuity or other public or private enpl oyee pension or benefit

plan [that is taxable for federal estate tax purposes,] (c)
any

interest in real or personal property for life or for a term
of

years, or (d) any other interest in real or personal property
| ess than absolute, in trust or otherw se?
[ ] No [ ] Yes I f yes, give the follow ng

informati on as to each such
i nterest:



Nane, Address,

and

Description of In- Date and Type of Rel ati onshi p of
terest and Anount | nstrunent Establ i shing Successor,
Owner ,

or Val ue | nt er est or Beneficiary

| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the
contents of this report are true to the best of ny know edge,
i nformation, and belief.

Dat e:

Per sonal Representative(s)

Att or ney

Addr ess

Tel ephone Nunber



Cross reference: Code, Tax Ceneral Article, 887-201 and
7-224. See Code, Estates and Trusts Article, 81-401 and Code,
Financial Institutions Article, 81-204 concerning transfers on
death of funds in multiple party accounts, including P.QO D.
accounts. See in particular 81-204 (b)(8) and (b)(10),
defining multiple party and P. O D. accounts.



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 6 - SETTLEMENT OF DECEDENTS ESTATES

CHAPTER 400 - ADM NI STRATI ON OF ESTATES

AVEND Rul e 6-433 to correct a reference to a renunbered

section of Rule 6-122, as foll ows:

Rul e 6-433. SUBSEQUENT PROCEDURE ON PETI TI ON TO CAVEAT

The procedure for responding to and deciding the petition
to caveat shall be governed by [sections] section (b) [and

(c)]1 of Rule 6-122.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 6 - SETTLEMENT OF DECEDENTS ESTATES
CHAPTER 400 - ADM NI STRATI ON OF ESTATES
AMEND Rul e 6-455 to renove the percentage anmount for
di rect
and collateral inheritance tax and to renove the categories

listed for exenpt distribution, as foll ows:

Rul e 6-455. MODI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON

(a) GCenerally
When aut horized by law, an election for nodified
adm nistration may be filed by a personal representative
within three (3) nonths after the appointnent of the personal
representative.
(b) Form of Election
An el ection for nodified adm nistration shall be in the
followng form

BEFORE THE REG STER OF WLLS FOR
MARYLAND

ESTATE OF Est at e No.

ELECTI ON OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE FOR

MCDI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON

1. | elect Modified Adm nistration. This estate



qualifies
for Modified Adm nistration for the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The decedent died on [ ] with a wll

or
[ ] without a will.

(b) This Electionis filed within 3 nonths fromthe date
of

my appoi nt ment whi ch was on

(c) [ 1 Al residuary legatees naned in the will or [ ]
al |

heirs of the intestate decedent are linmted to:

[ ] The personal representative, [ ] a surviving
spouse,

[ ] children of the decedent.

(d) Consents of the persons referenced in 1 (c) are [ ]
filed

herewith or [ ] were previously filed.

(e) The estate is solvent and the assets are sufficient to
satisfy all specific |egacies.

(f) Final distribution of the estate can be nmade within 12
nmont hs after the date of ny appointnent.

2. Property of the estate is briefly described as
foll ows:

Descri ption Esti mat ed Val ue




3. | acknow edge that | nust file a Final Report Under

Modi fied Administration no later than 10 nonths after the date
of

appoi ntment and that, upon request of any interested person, |
must provide a full and accurate Inventory and Account to al
i nterested persons.

4. |1 acknow edge the requirenent under Mdified

Adm nistration to make full distribution within 12 nonths
after

the date of appointnent and | understand that the Register of

WIlls and O phans' Court are prohibited fromgranting
ext ensi ons

under ©Modified Adm nistration.

5. | acknow edge and understand that Modified
Adm ni stration

shall continue as long as all the requirenents are net.
| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the

contents of the foregoing are true to the best of ny
know edge,

i nformati on and bel i ef.

At t or ney Per sonal Representative



Addr ess Per sonal Representative

Addr ess

Tel ephone

(c) Consent
An el ection for nodified admnistration may be filed if

all the residuary | egatees of a testate decedent and the heirs
at

| aw of an intestate decedent consent in the follow ng form

BEFORE THE REG STER OF W LLS FOR ,
MARYLAND

ESTATE OF Estate No.

CONSENT TO ELECTI ON FOR
MCDI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON

| ama [ ] residuary legatee or [ ] heir of the decedent
who

died intestate. | consent to Mdified Adm nistration and
acknow edge that under Modified Adm nistration:
1. Instead of filing a formal Inventory and Account, the

personal representative will file a verified Final Report
Under

Modi fied Administration no later than 10 nonths after the date
of

appoi nt ment .



2. Upon witten request to the personal representative by

any |legatee not paid in full or any heir-at-law of a decedent
who

died without a wll, a formal Inventory and Account shall be

provi ded by the personal representative to the | egatees or
heirs

of the estate.
3. At any tine during admnistration of the estate, | may

revoke Modified Adm nistration by filing a witten objection
with

the Register of WIlls. Once filed, the objection is binding on
t he estate and cannot be w t hdrawn.

4. If Modified Admnistration is revoked, the estate wl|
proceed under Adm nistrative Probate and the personal
representative shall file a formal Inventory and Account, as
required, until the estate is cl osed.

5. Unless | waive notice of the verified Final Report
Under

Modi fied Adm nistration, the personal representative wll
provi de

a copy of the Final Report to ne, upon its filing which shal
be

no later than 10 nonths after the date of appoi ntnent.
6. Final Distribution of the estate will occur not |ater
than 12 nonths after the date of appointnment of the personal

representative.




Si gnature of Residuary Legatee [ ] Surviving Spouse [ ]
Child

or Heir [ ] Residuary Legatee or
Hei r
serving as Personal
Representati ve

Type or Print Nanme




Si gnature of Residuary Legatee [ ] Surviving Spouse [ ]
Child

or Heir [ ] Residuary Legatee or
Hei r
serving as Personal
Representati ve

Type or Print Nanme

(d) Final Report
(1) Filing

A verified final report shall be filed no later than
10

mont hs after the date of the personal representative's
appoi nt ment .
(2) Copies to Interested Persons

Unl ess an interested person waives notice of the
verified

final report under nodified adm nistration, the personal
representative shall serve a copy of the final report on each
i nterested person.
(3) Contents
A final report under nodified adm nistration shall be

in the followi ng form

BEFORE THE REG STER OF WLLS FOR :

MARYLAND
ESTATE OF Estat e No.
Dat e of Death Dat e of Appoi nt nent

of Personal Repre-
sentative




FI NAL REPORT UNDER MODI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON

(Must be filed within 10 nonths after the date of appointnent)

|, Personal Representative of the estate, report the
fol | ow ng:

1. The estate continues to qualify for Mdified
Adm ni stration as set forth in the Election for Mdified
Adm nistration on file with the Register of WIIs.

2. Attached are the follow ng Schedul es and supporting
attachnents:

Total Schedule A: Reportable Property ............... $

Total Schedule B: Paynents and Di sbursenments ........

$(____ )
Total Schedule C. Distribution of Net Reportable
Property ............... $

3. | acknow edge that:
(a) Final distributions shall be made within 12 nonths
after the date of ny appointnent as personal representative.

(b) The Register of WIls and Orphans' Court are
pr ohi bi t ed

fromgranting extensions of tine.

(c) If Mdified Adm nistration is revoked, the estate
shal |

proceed under Adm nistrative Probate, and I will file a formal

| nventory and Account, as required, until the estate is
cl osed.



| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the

contents of the foregoing are true to the best of ny
know edge,

information, and belief and that any property val ued by ne
whi ch

| have authority as personal representative to appraise has
been

val ued conpletely and correctly in accordance with | aw

Attorney Signature Per sonal Representative
Dat e

Addr ess Per sonal Representative
Dat e

Addr ess Per sonal Representative
Dat e

Tel ephone

CERTI FI CATE OF SERVI CE OF
FI NAL REPORT UNDER MODI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON

| hereby certify that on this __ day of ;|

delivered or muailed, postage prepaid, a copy of the foregoing

Fi nal Report Under Modified Adm nistration and attached
Schedul es

to the foll owi ng persons:

Names Addr esses



At t or ney Per sonal Representative

Addr ess Per sonal Representative

Cty, State, Zi p Code

Tel ephone Nunber

FOR REG STER OF WLLS USE

Distributions subject to collateral Tax thereon
~tax at [11.1119% %

Distribution subject to collateral Tax thereon
~ tax at [10% %

Distribution subject to direct tax Tax thereon

at [1.0101% %



Di stribution subject to direct tax Tax thereon

[at 199

Exenpt distributions to [spouse]

(ldentity of the Reci pient)

(ldentity of the Recipient)

Exenpt distributions to [persons
not exceedi ng $150 (decedents
dying prior to 1/1/98)]1]

(ldentity of the Recipient)

[not exceedi ng $1, 000 (decedents
dying on or after 1/1/98)]

Total I|nheritance Tax due

Total Inheritance Tax paid

G 0oss estate Probate Fee & Costs

Col | ect ed

FI NAL REPORT UNDER MODI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON
SUPPCRTI NG SCHEDULE A
REPORTABLE PROPERTY

ESTATE OF Est at e No.

Basi s of

|t em No. Descri ption Val uati on
Val ue




TOTAL REPORTABLE PROPERTY OF THE DECEDENT $

(Carry forward to Schedule C)

| NSTRUCTI ONS
ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY MJST BE | NCLUDED AT DATE OF
DEATH VALUE. TH' S DCES NOT | NCLUDE | NCOVE EARNED DURI NG

ADM NI STRATI ON OR CAPI TAL GAI NS OR LGSSES REALI ZED FROM THE
SALE

OF PROPERTY DURI NG ADM NI STRATI ON.  ATTACHED APPRAI SALS OR
COoOPY

OF REAL PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS AS REQUI RED:
1. Real and | easehold property: Fair market val ue nust
be

established by a qualified appraiser. For decedents dying on
or

after January 1, 1998, in lieu of a formal appraisal, real and
| easehol d property may be valued at the full cash value for
property tax assessnent purposes as of the nost recent date of
finality. This does not apply to property tax assessnent
pur poses on the basis of its use val ue.

2. The personal representative may val ue: Debts owed to
t he
decedent, including bonds and notes; bank accounts, buil ding,

savi ngs and | oan associ ati on shares, noney and corporate
st ocks



listed on a national or regional exchange or over the counter
securities.

3. All other interests in tangible or intangible
property:

Fair market val ue nmust be established by a qualified
appr ai ser.

ATTACH ADDI TI ONAL SCHEDULES AS NEEDED
FI NAL REPORT UNDER MODI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON
SUPPORTI NG SCHEDULE B

Paynments and Di sbursenents

ESTATE OF Estate
No.
|t em No. Descri ption Anmount
Pai d
Total Disbursenents: $

(Carry forward to Schedule C)

| NSTRUCTI ONS
1. Itemze all liens against property of the estate
i ncl udi ng nortgage bal ances.
2. Item ze suns paid (or to be paid) within twelve nonths
fromthe date of appointnment for: debts of the decedent, taxes

due by the decedent, funeral expenses of the decedent, famly



al | owance,

probate fee and other adm nistration expenses of the estate.

personal representative and attorney conpensati on,

1

ATTACH ADDI TI ONAL SCHEDULES AS NEEDED
FI NAL REPORT UNDER MODI FI ED ADM NI STRATI ON
SUPPORTI NG SCHEDULE C

Di stributions of Net Reportable Property

SUMVARY OF REPORTABLE PROPERTY

Tot al

fromSchedule A ....... .. ... . . . . ... . ... ...

Tot al

fromSchedule B.......... ... .. . . . . .. .....

Tot al

Net Reportable Property..................
(Schedul e A m nus Schedul e B)

2. SPECI FI C BEQUESTS (If Applicabl e)

Nane of Legatee or Heir Di stributabl e Share
| nheritance

Ther eon

of Reportable Estate Tax

3. DI STRI BUTI ON OF BALANCE OF ESTATE

Nane of Legatee or Heir Di stributabl e Share
| nheritance

Ther eon

Tot al

of Reportable Estate Tax

Reportabl e Distributions $



ATTACH ADDI TI ONAL SCHEDULES AS NEEDED

(4) Inventory and Account

The provisions of Rule 6-402 (Inventory) and Rul e
6-417

(Account) do not apply.
(e) Revocation
(1) Causes for Revocation
A nodified adm nistration shall be revoked by:

(A) the filing of a tinmely request for judicial probate;

(B) the filing of a witten objection by an interested
per son;

(C the personal representative's filing of a w thdrawal
of

the election for nodified adm ni strati on;

(D) the court, onits own initiative, or for good cause
shown by an interested person or by the register;

(E) the personal representative's failure to tinely file

the final report and nmake distribution within 12 nonths after
t he

date of appointnment, or to conply with any other provision of
this Rule or Code, Estate and Trusts Article, 885-701 through
5-710.

(2) Notice of Revocation



The regi ster shall serve notice of revocation on each
i nterested person.
(3) Consequences of Revocation

Upon revocation, the personal representative shal
file a

formal inventory and account with the register pursuant to
Rul es

6- 402 and 6-417. The inventory and account shall be filed
within

the tinme provided by Rules 6-402 and 6-417, or, if the
deadl i ne

for filing has passed, within 30 days after service of the
register's notice of revocation.

Source: This Rule is new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 7 - APPELLATE AND OTHER JUDI Cl AL REVIEW I N Cl RCUI T COURT
CHAPTER 100 - APPEALS FROM THE DI STRI CT COURT TO

THE CIRCU T COURT

AMEND Rul e 7-102 to nove part of the Rule into a cross
reference, to include a reference to peace orders, and to

reverse the order of the two sections of the Rule, as foll ows:

Rule 7-102. MODES OF APPEAL

(a) De Novo

Except as provided in section (b) of this Rule, an

appeal shall be tried de novo in all civil and crim nal

actions.

Cross reference: For exanples of appeals to the circuit court
that are tried de novo, see Code, Courts Article, 812-401 (f),
concerning a crimnal action in which sentence has been

i nposed or suspended following a plea of guilty or nolo
contendere and an appeal in a nmunicipal infraction or Code

vi ol ati on case; Code, Courts Article, 83-1506, concerning an
appeal fromthe grant or denial of a petition seeking a peace
order; and Code, Fam |y Law Article, 84-507, concerning an
appeal fromthe grant or denial of a petition seeking relief
from abuse.

[(a)]l (b) On the Record
An appeal shall be heard on the record nade in the
District Court in the follow ng cases:
(1) a civil action in which the amount in controversy

exceeds $2,500 exclusive of interest, costs, and attorney's



fees if attorney's fees are recoverable by |aw or contract;

(2) any matter arising under 84-401 (7)(ii) of the Courts
Article;

(3) any civil or crimnal action in which the parties so
agr ee;

(4) an appeal froman order or judgnent of direct
crimnal contenpt if the sentence inposed by the D strict
Court was |less than 90 days' inprisonnment; and

(5) an appeal by the State from a judgnment quashing or
di smi ssing a chargi ng docunent or granting a notion to dism ss
in a crimnal case.

[(b) De Novo
An appeal shall be tried de novo in all other civil and

crimnal actions, including a crimnal action in which
sent ence has been inposed or suspended follow ng a plea of
guilty or nolo contendere, an appeal in a municipal infraction
or Code violation case, and an appeal under Code, Fam |y Law
Article 84-507 fromthe granting or denying of a petition

seeking relief from abuse. ]

Source: This Rule is new but is derived in part from Code,
Courts Article, 812-401 (b), (c), and (f).



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 7 - APPELLATE AND OTHER JUDI Cl AL REVIEW I N Cl RCUI T COURT
CHAPTER 100 - APPEALS FROM THE DI STRI CT COURT TO

THE CIRCU T COURT

AVEND Rule 7-112 to add a new section and cross reference

pertaining to peace orders, as follows:

Rule 7-112. APPEALS HEARD DE NOVO

(a) Scope
This Rule applies only to appeals heard de novo in the
circuit court.
(b) District Court Judgnent
The District Court judgnment shall remain in effect
pendi ng the appeal unless and until superseded by a judgnment
of the circuit court or, in a crimnal action, a disposition
by nolle prosequi or stet entered in the circuit court.

(c) Mdification of Peace Orders Pendi ng Appea

In an appeal fromthe grant or denial of a peace order,

the circuit court, onits own initiative or on notion of any

party, may nodify, stay, or issue a peace order for good cause

shown pending the determ nati on of the appeal.

Cross reference: Grounds for the issuance of a peace order are
set forth in Title 3, Subtitle 15 of Code, Courts Article.

[(c)] (d) Procedure in Circuit Court



(1) The formand sufficiency of pleadings in an appeal to
be heard de novo are governed by the rules applicable in the
District Court. A charging docunent may be anended pursuant
to Rule 4-204.

(2) If the action in the District Court was tried under
Rul e 3-701, there shall be no pretrial discovery under Chapter
400 of Title 2, the circuit court shall conduct the trial de
novo in an informal manner, and Title 5 of these rules does
not apply to the proceedings.

(3) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the
appeal shall proceed in accordance with the rul es governing
cases instituted in the circuit court.

Cross reference: See Rule 2-327 concerning the waiver of a
jury trial on appeal fromcertain judgnents entered in the
District Court in civil actions.

[(d)] (e) Wthdrawal of Appeal; Entry of Judgnment

(1) An appeal shall be considered withdrawn if the
appellant files a notice withdrawi ng the appeal or fails to
appear as required for trial or any other proceeding on the
appeal .

(2) Upon a withdrawal of the appeal, the circuit court
shal | dism ss the appeal, and the clerk shall pronptly return
the file to the District Court. Any statenent of satisfaction
shal | be docketed in the District Court.

(3) On notion filed in the circuit court within 30 days



after entry of a judgnent dism ssing an appeal, the circuit
court, for good cause shown, may reinstate the appeal upon the
terms it finds proper. On notion of any party filed nore than
30 days after entry of a judgnment dism ssing an appeal, the
court may reinstate the appeal only upon a finding of fraud,

m stake, or irregularity. |If the appeal is reinstated, the
circuit court shall notify the District Court of the

rei nstatenent and request the District Court to return the

file.

Source: This Rule is derived in part fromformer Rule 1314.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 8 - APPELLATE REVI EWI N COURT OF APPEALS
AND COURT OF SPECI AL APPEALS
CHAPTER 100 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS
AMEND Rul e 8-113 by renoving a sentence from section (a)
and

making a certain stylistic change, as foll ows:

Rul e 8-113. COURT PAPERS -- DUTY OF CLERK
(a) Opinions
Al'l opinions of the Court shall be filed with the
Clerk. [The Court of Special Appeals shall designate for
publication only those opinions that have substantial general
interest as precedent.] The Cerk shall deliver a certified
copy of each opinion to be published reported to the State
Reporter for inclusion in the State Reports.
(b) Record on Appea
(1) Request by Governor - Crimnal Cases
When requested by the Governor, the Cerk may send to
t he Governor the record on appeal in a crimnal case. The
Clerk shall obtain a receipt.
(2) For Preparation of Record Extract
When necessary for preparation of a record extract

and on request of a party, the Clerk nmay send all or part of



the record on appeal to a commercial printer or photocopier
for reproduction.
(3) Renoval to State Archives
The Cerk shall deliver the original records to the
State Archives for pernmanent retention in accordance with the
procedures established by the State Archivist and Records
Managenent Di vi sion.
(c) Oher Court Papers

Except as otherwise provided in this Rule, the Cerk
shall not rel ease any original court paper w thout perm ssion
of the Court and the receipt of the party to whomit is
del i vered.
Source: This Rule is derived as foll ows:
89fegtion (a) is derived fromformer Rules 1092 a and b and

Section (b) is derived fromfornmer Rules 1091 a and 891 b.
Section (c) is derived fromfornmer Rules 1091 b and 891 c.



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 8 - APPELLATE REVIEWIN THE COURT OF APPEALS AND
COURT OF SPECI AL APPEALS

CHAPTER 100 - GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

AMEND Rul e 8-122 (b) to change the caption of an appeal

i n adoption and guardi anshi p proceedi ngs, as foll ows:

Rul e 8-122. APPEALS FROM PROCEEDI NGS FOR ADOPTI ON OR

GUARDI ANSHI P - CONFI DENTI ALI TY

(a) Scope
This Rule applies to an appeal from an order relating
to achild in a proceeding for adoption or for guardianship
with right to consent to adoption or |ong-termcare short of
adopti on.
(b) Caption
The proceeding shall be styled "In re Adoption/
Guardi anship [No. ........ in the CGrcuit Court for] of

......................... (first nane and initial of |ast nane

of adoptee or ward)".

(c) Confidentiality
The |l ast nanme of the child, the natural parents of the

child, and the adopting parents shall not be used in any



opi nion, oral argunment, brief, record extract, petition, or
ot her docunent pertaining to the appeal that is generally
available to the public. The parties, with the approval of
t he appellate court, nay waive the requirenents of this
section.
(d) Transmttal of Record
The record shall be transmtted to the appellate court
in a manner that ensures the secrecy of its contents.
(e) Access to the Record
(1) Adoption Proceeding
Except by order of the Court and subject to
reasonabl e conditions and restrictions inposed by the Court,
the record in an appeal from an adoption proceeding shall be
open to inspection only by the Court and authorized court
personnel .
(2) Guardianship Proceedi ng
Except by order of the Court, the record in an appeal
from a guardi anshi p proceedi ng shall be open to inspection
only by the Court, authorized court personnel, parties, and

t heir attorneys.

Source: This Rule is new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 8 - APPELLATE REVIEWIN THE COURT OF APPEALS
AND COURT OF SPECI AL APPEALS

CHAPTER 500 - RECORD EXTRACT, BRI EFS, AND ARGUMENT

AMEND Rul e 8-501 to delete the reference to the opinion
or jury instructions of the trial court in section (c), to
delete the reference to the opinion of the Court of Special
Appeal s, and to delete the second sentence of section (k), as

foll ows:

Rul e 8-501. RECORD EXTRACT

(c) Contents

The record extract shall contain all parts of the
record that are reasonably necessary for the determ nation of
t he questions presented by the appeal and any cross-appeal.
It shall include the judgnment appealed from[; the opinion or
jury instructions of the trial court, if any; the opinion of
the Court of Special Appeals if the case has been deci ded by
that Court;] and such other parts of the record as are
designated by the parties pursuant to section (d) of this
Rule. The record extract shall not include those parts of the

record that support facts set forth in an agreed statenent of



facts or stipulation nmade pursuant to section (g) of this Rule
nor any part of a nmenorandumof law in the trial court, unless
it has independent relevance. The fact that a part of the
record is not included in the record extract shall not
preclude a party fromrelying on it or the appellate court

fromconsidering it.

(k) Record Extract in Court of Appeals on Review of Case

From Court of Special Appeals
Wien a wit of certiorari is issued to review a case

pending in or decided by the Court of Special Appeals, unless
the Court of Appeals orders otherw se, the appellant shal
file in that Court 20 copies of any record extract that was
filed in the Court of Special Appeals within the tinme the
appellant's brief is due. [In those cases, any opinion of the
Court of Special Appeals shall be included as an appendix to
the appellant's brief in the Court of Appeals.] If a record
extract was not filed in the Court of Special Appeals or if
the Court of Appeals orders that a new record extract be
filed, the appellant shall prepare and file a record extract

pursuant to this Rule.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 8 - APPELLATE REVIEWIN THE COURT OF APPEALS
AND COURT OF SPECI AL APPEALS

CHAPTER 500 - RECCORD EXTRACTS, BRI EFS, AND ARGUVMENT

AMEND Rul e 8-502 (c) to add | anguage pertaining to the

filing of record extracts, as follows:

Rul e 8-502. FILING OF BRI EFS

(a) Duty to File; Tine
Unl ess ot herw se ordered by the appellate court:
(1) Appellant's Brief
Wthin 40 days after the filing of the record, an
appel l ant other than a cross-appellant shall file a brief
conformng to the requirenents of Rule 8-503.
(2) Appellee s Brief
Wthin 30 days after the filing of the appellant's
brief, the appellee shall file a brief conformng to the
requi renents of Rule 8-503.
(3) Appellant's Reply Brief
The appellant may file a reply brief within 20 days
after the filing of the appellee's brief, but in any event not
| ater than ten days before the date of schedul ed argunent.

(4) Cross-appellant's Brief



An appellee who is also a cross-appel | ant shal
include in the brief filed pursuant to subsection (2) of this
section the issues and argunents on the cross-appeal as well
as the response to the brief of the appellant, and shall not
file a separate cross-appellant's brief.

(5) Cross-appellee's Brief

Wthin 30 days after the filing of that brief, the
appel  ant/ cross-appell ee shall file a brief in response to the
i ssues and argunent raised on the cross-appeal and shal
include any reply to the appellee's response that the
appel l ant wi shes to file.

(6) Cross-appellant's Reply Brief

The appel | ee/ cross-appellant nay file a reply to the
cross-appel l ee's response within 20 days after the filing of
the cross-appellee's brief, but in any event not |ater than
ten days before the date of schedul ed argunent.

(7) Miltiple Appellants or Appellees

I n an appeal involving nore than one appellant or
appel l ee, including actions consolidated for purposes of the
appeal , any nunber of appellants or appellees may join in a
single brief.

(8) Court of Special Appeals Review of Discharge for
Unconstitutionality of Law

No briefs need be filed in a review by the Court of



Speci al Appeal s under Code, Courts Article, 83-706.
(b) Extension of Tine
The tinme for filing a brief my be extended by (1)
stipulation of counsel filed with the clerk so long as the
appellant's brief and the appellee's brief are filed at | east
30 days, and any reply brief is filed at |east ten days,
before the schedul ed argunent, or (2) order of the appellate
court entered on its own initiative or on notion filed
pursuant to Rule 1-204.
(c) Filing and Service
In an appeal to the Court of Special Appeals, 15 copies

of each brief and record extract shall be fil ed. In the Court

of Appeals, 20 copies of each brief and record extract shal

be filed, unless otherwi se ordered by the court. Two copies
of each brief and record extract shall be served on each party
pursuant to Rule 1-321.
(d) Default

| f an appellant fails to file a brief within the tine
prescribed by this Rule, the appeal may be di sm ssed pursuant
to Rule 8-602 (a)(7). An appellee who fails to file a brief
within the tinme prescribed by this Rule may not present
argunment except with perm ssion of the Court.
Source: This Rule is derived fromformer Rules 1030 and 830

with the exceptions of subsection (a)(8) which is derived from
the |l ast sentence of former Rule Z56 and of subsection (b)(2)



which is in part derived fromRule 833 and in part new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 8 - APPELLATE REVIEWIN THE COURT OF APPEALS
AND COURT OF SPECI AL APPEALS

CHAPTER 500 - RECORD EXTRACT, BRI EFS, AND ARGUMENT

AMEND Rul e 8-504 (b) to change the tagline, to delete the
reference to crimnal cases, and to add rulings to be included

in the appellant’s appendix to the brief, as foll ows:

Rul e 8-504. CONTENTS COF BRI EF

(a) Contents
A brief shall contain the itenms listed in the follow ng
order:

(1) A table of contents and a table of citations of
cases, constitutional provisions, statutes, ordinances, rules,
and regul ations, with cases al phabetically arranged. Wen a
reported Maryland case is cited, the citation shall include a
reference to the official Report.

(2) A brief statenent of the case, indicating the nature
of the case, the course of the proceedings, and the
di sposition in the | ower court, except that the appellee's
brief shall not contain a statement of the case unless the
appel l ee disagrees with the statenent in the appellant's

bri ef.



(3) A statenment of the questions presented, separately
nunbered, indicating the |egal propositions involved and the
questions of fact at issue expressed in the terns and
ci rcunst ances of the case wi thout unnecessary detail.

(4) A clear concise statenent of the facts material to a
determ nati on of the questions presented, except that the
appel lee's brief shall contain a statenent of only those
additional facts necessary to correct or anplify the statenent
in the appellant's brief. Reference shall be made to the
pages of the record extract supporting the assertions. |If
pursuant to these rules or by |eave of court a record extract
is not filed, reference shall be nade to the pages of the
record or to the transcript of testinony as contained in the
record.

Cross reference: Rule 8-111 (b).

(5) Argunent in support of the party's position.

(6) A short conclusion stating the precise relief sought.

(7) The citation and verbatimtext of all pertinent
constitutional provisions, statutes, ordinances, rules, and
regul ati ons except that the appellee's brief shall contain
only those not included in the appellant's brief.

(8) If the brief is prepared with proportionally spaced
type, the font used and the type size in points shall be

stated on the | ast page.



Cross reference: For requirenents concerning the formof a
brief, see Rule 8-112.

(b) [In the Court of Special Appeals -- Extract of
Instructions or Qpinion in Crimnal Cases] Appendi x
[In crimnal cases in the Court of Special Appeals, the]

The appel |l ant shall reproduce, as an appendi x to the brief,

the pertinent part of [any] every ruling, opinion, or jury

[i nstructions or opinion] instruction of [the] each | ower

court that deals with points raised by the appellant on
appeal. |If the appellee believes that the part reproduced by
the appellant is inadequate, the appellee shall reproduce, as
an appendi x to the appellee's brief, any additional part of
the instructions or opinion believed necessary by the
appel | ee.
(c) Effect of Nonconpliance

For nonconpliance with this Rule, the appellate court
may di sm ss the appeal or nmake any ot her appropriate order
with respect to the case, including an order that an
i nproperly prepared brief be reproduced at the expense of the

attorney for the party for whomthe brief was filed.

Source: This Rule is derived as foll ows:

Section (a) is derived fromfornmer Rules 831 ¢ and d and
1031 ¢ 1 through 5 and d 1 through 5, with the exception of
subsection (a)(6) which is derived fromFRAP 28 (a)(5).

Section (b) is derived fromforner Rule 1031 ¢ 6 and d 6.




Section (c) is derived fromfornmer Rules 831 g and 1031 f.




MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 8 - APPELLATE REVIEWIN THE COURT OF APPEALS
AND COURT OF SPECI AL APPEALS

CHAPTER 600 - DI SPOSI TI ON

ADD new Rul e 8-605.1, as foll ows:

Rul e 8-605.1. REPORTING OF OPI NIONS OF THE COURT OF SPECI AL

APPEALS

(a) Reporting of Opinions
The Court of Special Appeals shall designate for
reporting only those opinions that are of substantial interest
as precedents.
(b) Request for Reporting of Unreported Opinion
At any tinme before the mandate issues, the Court of
Speci al Appeals, onits own initiative or at the request of a
party or nonparty filed before the date on which the nandate
is due to be issued, may designate for reporting an opinion
previ ously designated as unreported. An unreported opinion
may not be designated for reporting after the mandate has
i ssued.
Cross reference: Rule 8-606 (f).
Source: This Rule is derived as follows:

Section (a) is derived fromRule 8-113 (a).
Section (b) is new







MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 9 - FAMLY LAW ACTI ONS
CHAPTER 100 - ADOPTI ON; GUARDI ANSHI P TERM NATI NG PARENTAL
Rl GATS
AMEND Rule 9-103 to add to the petition a certain

st at enent

concerning facts known to each petitioner that nay be
i ndi cative

of a certain disability of a party, as foll ows:

Rul e 9-103. PETITION

(a) Titling of Case
Except as otherwi se provided in Rule 9-105, a

proceedi ng shall be titled, "In the matter of the Petition of

(name of petitioner(s))

for the Adoption of [a Mnor] [an Adult],” or "In the matter
of

the Petition of

(name of petitioner(s))
for Guardianship with Right to Consent to Adoption or
Long- Term Care Short of Adoption," as the case may be.

(b) Petition for Adoption
(1) Contents

A petition for adoption shall be signed and verified



by each petitioner and shall contain the follow ng
i nformation:

(A) The nane, address, age, business or enploynent, and
enpl oyer of each petitioner;

(B) The nane, sex, and date and place of birth of the
person to be adopted;

(© The nane, address, and age of each parent of the
person to be adopted,;

(D) Any relationship of the person to be adopted to each
petitioner;

(E) The nane, address, and age of each child of each
petitioner;

(F) A statenment of how the person to be adopted was
| ocated (including names and addresses of all internediaries
or surrogates), attaching a copy of all advertisenents used to
| ocate the person, and a copy of any surrogacy contract;
Comm ttee note: |If the text of an advertisenment was used
verbati mnore than once, the requirenent that a copy of al
advertisenments be attached to the petition may be satisfied by
attaching a single copy of the advertisenent, together with a
list of the publications in which the advertisenent appeared
and the dates on which it appeared.

(G If the person to be adopted is a mnor, the names
and addresses of all persons who have had | egal or physi cal
care, custody, or control of the mnor since the mnor's birth

and the period of time during which each of those persons has

had care, custody, or control, but it is not necessary to



identify the names and addresses of foster parents, other than
a petitioner, who have taken care of the mnor only while the
m nor has been commtted to the custody of a child placenent
agency;

(H If the person to be adopted is a m nor who has been
transported fromanother state to this State for purposes of
pl acenent for adoption, a statenent of whether there has been
conpliance with the Interstate Conpact on the Pl acenent of
Children (I CPC);

(1) I'f applicable, the reason why the spouse of the
petitioner is not joining in the petition;

(J) If there is a guardian with the right to consent to
adoption for the person to be adopted, the nanme and address of
the guardian and a reference to the proceeding in which the
guar di an was appoi nt ed;

(K) Facts known to each petitioner that nmay indicate that

a party has a disability that makes the party i ncapabl e of

consenting or participating in the proceedings, or, if no such

facts are known to the petitioner, a statenent to that effect;

[(K)1 (L) Facts known to each petitioner that may entitle

the person to be adopted or a parent of that person to the
appoi ntment of an attorney by the court;

[((L)I (M If a petitioner desires to change the nane of

the person to be adopted, the nane that is desired;



[(M1 (N As to each petitioner, a statenment whether the
petitioner has ever been convicted of a crinme other than a
mnor traffic violation and, if so, the offense and the date
and place of the conviction;

[(N1 (O That the petitioner is not aware that any
requi red consent has been revoked; and

[(O1 (P) If placenent pending final action on the
petition is sought in accordance with Code, Fam |y Law
Article, 85-507 (c), a request that the court approve the
proposed pl acenent.

(2) Exhibits

(A) The follow ng docunents shall acconpany the petition
as exhi bits:

(1) Acertified copy of the birth certificate or
"proof of live birth" of the person to be adopted;

(i) Acertified copy of the marriage certificate of
each married petitioner;

(tit) Acertified copy of all judgnents of divorce of
each petitioner;

(tv) Acertified copy of any death certificate of a
per son whose consent would be required if that person were
l'iving;

(v) Acertified copy of all orders concerning

tenporary custody or guardi anship of the person to be adopt ed;



(vi) A copy of any pre-placenent report concerning a
petitioner;

(vii) A docunent evidencing the annual income of each
petitioner;

(viii) The original of all consents to the adoption
and, if available, a copy of any witten statenent by the
consenting person indicating a desire to revoke the consent,
whet her or not that statenment constitutes a valid revocation;
Cross reference: Code, Fam |y Law Article, 85-311.

(ix) If a parent of the person to be adopted cannot be
identified or |located, an affidavit of each petitioner and the
ot her parent describing the attenpts to identify and | ocate
t he unknown or m ssing parent;

(x) A copy of any agreenent between a parent of the
person to be adopted and a petitioner relating to the proposed
adopt i on;

(xi) If the adoption is subject to the Interstate
Conmpact on the Placenent of Children, the appropriate | CPC
approval forns; and
Cross reference: Code, Famly Law Article, 85-601.

(xii) A brief statenment of the health of each
petitioner signed by a physician or other health care

provi der.



(B) The follow ng docunents shall be filed before a
j udgnment of adoption is entered:

(1) Any post-placenent report relating to the
adopti on;

(1i) A brief statenent of the health of the child by a
physi ci an or other health care provider;

(tit) If required by law, an accounting of al
paynents and di sbursenents of any noney or item of val ue nade
by or on behalf of each petitioner in connection with the
adopti on;

Cross reference: Code, Famly Law Article, 85-327 (c).

(itv) An affidavit of counsel, if any, for a mnor
parent or parent under a disability attesting to the
vol untari ness of the parent's consent;

Cross reference: Code, Famly Law Article, 85-314 (b).

(v) If the adoption is subject to the Interstate
Conmpact on the Placenent of Children, the required
post - pl acenment form

(vi) A proposed judgnent of adoption; and

(vii) A Departnent of Health and Mental Hygi ene
Certificate of Adoption Form
Cross reference: Code, Health-General Article, 84-211 (f).

(c) Petition for Quardi anship

A petition for guardianship shall state all facts



requi red by subsection (b)(1l) of this Rule, to the extent that
the requirenments are applicable and known to the petitioner.
It shall be acconpanied by all docunents required to be filed
as exhibits by subsection (b)(2) of this Rule, to the extent
t he docunents are applicable. The petition shall also state
the license nunber of the child placenent agency.
Cross reference: Code, Famly Law Article, 85-317 (b).
(d) If facts Unknown or Docunents Unavail abl e

If a fact required by subsection (b)(1l) or section (c)
of this Rule is unknown to a petitioner or if a docunent
requi red by subsection (b)(2) or section (c) is unavail abl e,
the petitioner shall so state and give the reason in the
petition or in a subsequent affidavit. |[If a docunent required
to be submtted with the petition becones avail able after the
petition is filed, the petitioner shall file it as soon as it
beconmes avai |l abl e.

(e) Judgnment from Foreign Country

When a judgnent of adoption or guardi anship is sought
pursuant to Code, Fam |y Law Article, 85-313.1, an exenplified
copy of the judgnent granted by the foreign jurisdiction shal
be filed with the petition.

Comm ttee note: For exenplification procedure, see Federal
Rul e of Civil Procedure 44 (a)(2).

(f) Disclosure of Facts Known to Child Placenent Agency

| f any fact required by subsection (b)(1) of this Rule



to be stated is known to a child placenment agency and the
agency declines to disclose it to a petitioner, the agency
shal | disclose the fact to the court in witing at the tine
the petition is filed.

Source: This Rule is derived in part fromformer Rule D72, in
part fromformer Rule D80, and is in part new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 9 - FAM LY LAW ACTI ONS
CHAPTER 100 - ADOPTI ON; GUARDI ANSHI P TERM NATI NG PARENTAL
Rl GHTS
AMEND Rule 9-105 to add a certain procedure to determ ne
whet her a party has a certain disability, to clarify that the

request for appointnment of attorney is printed on the notice
of

objection form to change the nunber of notice of objection
forms

that are served, to revise certain notices in the show cause
order and notice of objection, and to nake certain stylistic

changes, as foll ows:

Rul e 9-105. SHOW CAUSE ORDER; DI SABILITY OF A PARTY; OTHER

NOTI CE

(a) Requirenent

(1) Generally

Upon the filing of a petition for adoption or
guardi anshi p, the court shall enter a show cause order in the
formset forth in section (h) of this Rule unless all parties
entitled to service of the show cause order under section (b)
of this Rule have consented to the adoption or guardi anship.
If the petition seeks adoption of a mnor, the show cause

order shall not divulge the name of the petitioner. If the



petition seeks appoi ntnment of a guardi an, the show cause order
shall state the name of the child placenent agency seeking
guar di anshi p.

(2) Determnation of Disability of a Party

If the petition alleges facts that indicate that a

party has a disability, the court shall (A) appoint an

attorney for the party if the party is not represented, (B)

set a pronpt hearing to determ ne whether the party has a

disability that nakes the party incapable of consenting or

participating in the proceeding, and (C) cause subpoenas to be

i ssued and served upon the petitioner and the party requiring

their attendance at the hearing.

(b) Persons to be Served
(1) I'n Adoption Proceedi ng

(A) Subject to paragraphs (1)(B), (1)(C, and (1)(D) of
this section, if the petition seeks adoption, the show cause
order shall be served on (i) the person to be adopted, if the
person is 10 years old or older; (ii) the parents of the
person to be adopted; and (iii) any other person the court
directs to be served.

(B) If the parental rights of the parents of the person
to be adopted have been term nated by a judgnment of
guardi anship wwth the right to consent to adoption, service

shall be on the guardian instead of the parents.



(© If an attorney has been appointed to represent a
parent or the person to be adopted, service shall be on the
attorney instead of the parent or person to be adopt ed.

Cross reference: See Rule 9-106 (a) concerning appoi ntnent of
attorney.

(D) The show cause order need not be served on: (i) a
parent of a person to be adopted if the person to be adopted
has been adjudicated to be a child in need of assistance in a
prior juvenile proceeding, the petition for adoption is filed
by a child placenent agency, and the court is satisfied by
affidavit or testinony that the petitioner has nade reasonabl e
good faith efforts to serve the show cause order on the parent
by both certified mail and private process at the addresses
specified in Code, Famly Law Article, 85-322 (b) and at any
ot her address actually known to the petitioner as one where
the parent nmay be found; or (ii) a person who has executed a
witten consent pursuant to Rule 9-102.

(2) In a Guardianship Proceeding
(A) Subject to paragraphs (2)(B) and (2)(C of this
section, if the petition seeks guardi anship, the show cause
order shall be served on (i) the parents of the person for
whom a guardian is to be appointed and (ii) any other person
that the court directs to be served.
(B) If an attorney has been appointed to represent a

parent or the person for whoma guardian is to be appointed,



service shall be on the attorney instead of the parent or
person for whoma guardian is to be appoi nt ed.

(C The show cause order need not be served on: (i) a
parent of a person for whoma guardian is to be appointed if
t he person for whoma guardian is to be appoi nted has been
adj udicated to be a child in need of assistance in a prior
juvenil e proceeding and the court is satisfied by affidavit or
testinmony that the petitioner has nade reasonable good faith
efforts to serve the show cause order on the parent by both
certified mail and private process at the addresses specified
in Code, Famly Law Article, 85-322 (b) and at any ot her
address actually known to the petitioner as one where the
parent may be found; or (ii) a person who has executed a
witten consent pursuant to Rule 9-102.

(c) Method of Service

Except as otherwi se provided in this Rule, the show
cause order shall be served in the manner provided by Rul e
2-121. If the court is satisfied by affidavit or testinony
that the petitioner or a parent, after reasonable efforts nmade
in good faith, has been unable to ascertain the identity or
wher eabouts of a parent entitled to service under section (b)
of this Rule, the court may order, as to that parent, that the
show cause order be published one tinme. Publication shall be

in the county of that parent's |ast known residence. Wen a



show cause order is published, unless the court orders
ot herwi se, the show cause order shall identify the individua
who is the subject of the proceeding only as "a child born to"
foll owed by the nanme of any known parent of the child and
shall set forth the nonth, year, county, and state of the
child s birth, to the extent known.
Cross reference: See Code, Famly Law Article, 85-322
(c)(2)(ii), which provides that an indigent petitioner may
serve notice by posting. See Code, Famly Law Article, 85-322
(e), setting forth the efforts necessary to support a finding
that a reasonable, good faith effort has been made by a | ocal
departnment of social services to |ocate a parent.

(d) Tinme for Service

Unl ess the court orders otherw se, a show cause order

that is served in the manner provided by Rule 2-121 shall be
served within 90 days after the date it is issued. |If service

is not made within that period, a new show cause order shal

be issued at the request of the petitioner.



(e) Notice of Qbjection
[When the] A show cause order [is] served pursuant to
Rul e

2-121, [it] shall be acconpanied by two copies of a pre-

captioned notice of objection formin substantially the form
set forth in section (i) of this Rule.
(f) Additional Notice in a Guardianship
The petitioner in an action for guardianship of a child
who has been adjudicated a child in need of assistance in a
prior juvenile proceeding shall also send a copy of the
petition and show cause order by first class mail to each
attorney who represented a parent and to the attorney who
represented the child in the juvenile proceedi ng.
(g) Notice of Change of Nane
| f the person to be adopted is an adult and the
petitioner desires to change the name of the person to be
adopted to a surnane other than that of the petitioner, notice
of a proposed change of nanme shall al so be given in the manner
provided in Rule 15-901.
(h) Form of Show Cause O der
The show cause order shall be in substantially the
following form
IMPORTANT

TH'S IS A COURT ORDER. | F YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND VWHAT THE



ORDER SAYS, HAVE SOVEONE EXPLAIN I T TO YOU. YOUR RI GHT TO AN
ATTORNEY | S EXPLAI NED | N PARAGRAPH 3 OF THI S ORDER. IF YOU DO
NOT MAKE SURE THAT THE COURT RECEIVES YOUR NOTICE OF OBJECTION
ON OR BEFORE THE DEADLINE STATED IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS ORDER,
YOU HAVE AGREED TO A TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS.

I N THE MATTER OF A PETI TI ON I N THE
FOR Cl RCU T COURT
(adopt i on/ guar di anshi p) FOR
OF
(Nanme of individual who is (county)

t he subject of the proceedi ng)

(docket reference)

SHOW CAUSE ORDER

TO

(nanme of person to be served)

(address, including county)

(Felationship of person served to individual who is the
subj ect
of the proceedi ng)

You are hereby notified that:

1. Filing of Petition



A petition has been filed

for
(adopt i on/ guar di anshi p)
of
who
(nanme of individual who is the subject of the proceeding)
was born at on
(birthpl ace) | (date of birth)

(I'f the petition is for guardi anship, include the follow ng

sentence: The petition was filed by

) -

(nanme of child pl acenent
agency seeking
guar di anshi p)
2. Right to Object,; Time For Objecting
(A. This portion should be included when the show cause

order is to be served pursuant to Rule 2-121.)

If you wish to object to
t he ,

(adopti on/ guar di anshi p)

you nust file a notice of objection with the clerk of the
court

at

(address of courthouse)
wthin days after this Order is served on you. For
your

conveni ence, a formnotice of objection is attached to this
O der.
(B. This portion should be included when the show cause

order is to be published or posted.)



If you wish to object to
t he

(adopti on/ guar di anshi p)

you nust file a notice of objection with the clerk of the
court

on or before

(dat e)

at

(address of courthouse)

WHETHER THE PETITION REQUESTS ADOPTION OR GUARDIANSHIP,

IF [YOU DO NOT FILE A] YOU DO NOT MAKE SURE THAT THE COURT

RECEIVES YOUR NOTICE OF OBJECTION [OR A REQUEST FOR AN
ATTORNEY

BY] ON OR BEFORE THE DEADLINE STATED ABOVE, [A JUDGVENT

TERM NATI NG] YOU HAVE AGREED TO A TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL

RIGHTS [MAY BE ENTERED W THOUT YOUR CONSENT].
3. Right to an Attorney

(a) You have the right to consult an attorney and obtain
i ndependent | egal advice.

(b) An attorney may al ready have been appointed for you
based on statenents in the petition. |[If an attorney has been
appoi nted and has al ready contacted you, you should consult
with that attorney.

(c) If an attorney has not already contacted you, you

may be entitled to have the court appoint an attorney for you



(1) you are the person to be adopted and:
(A) you are at least ten years old but are
not yet 18; or
(B) you are at l|least ten years old and have
a disability that makes you incapabl e of
consenting to the adoption or of participating
effectively in the proceeding.
(2) vyou are the person to be adopted or the person for

whom a guardi an i s sought and the proceeding

i nvol ves

of

to

the involuntary term nation of the parental rights

your parents.
(3) vyou are a parent of the person to be adopted

or for whom a guardi an i s sought and:
(A) you are under 18 years of age; or

(B) because of a disability, you are incapabl e of
consenting to the adoption or guardi anship
or of participating effectively in the
proceedi ng; or

(© you object to the adoption and cannot afford

hire an attorney because you are indigent.



| F YOU BELI EVE YOU ARE ENTI TLED TO HAVE THE COURT APPQO NT
AN
ATTORNEY FOR YOU AND YOU WANT AN ATTORNEY, YOU MJST NOTI FY THE
COURT BEFORE THE TI ME YOUR NOTI CE OF OBJECTI ON MUST BE FI LED
[YOU MAY FI LE A REQUEST FOR AN ATTORNEY W THOUT FI LI NG A
NOTI CE OF OBJECTI ON] IF YOU DO NOT MAKE SURE THAT THE COURT
RECEIVES YOUR NOTICE OF OBJECTION ON OR BEFORE THE DEADLINE
STATED, YOU HAVE AGREED TO A TERMINATION OF YOUR PARENTAL
RIGHTS.

For your conveni ence, a request for appointnment of an attorney
S

printed on the notice of objection formattached to this

O der.

(Omnt the |l ast sentence froma published or posted show cause
order.)

(d) If you are a parent of the person to be adopted, you
are entitled to consult an attorney chosen by you, even if you
are not entitled to an attorney appointed by the court. If
you enploy an attorney, you nay be responsible for any fees
and costs charged by that attorney unless this is an adoption
proceedi ng and the adoptive parents agree to pay, or the court
orders themto pay all or part of those fees or expenses.

(e) If you wish further information concerning
appoi ntnent of an attorney by the court or concerning adoption

counsel i ng and gui dance, you may contact

(nanme of court official)




(addr ess)

(tel ephone nunber)

4. Option to Receive Adoption Counseling
If this is an adoption proceeding, you also may have the
option to receive adoption counseling and gui dance. You may
have to pay for that service unless the adoptive parents agree
to pay or the court orders themto pay all or part of those

char ges.

Dat e of issue:

(Judge)
(1) Formof Notice of Cbjection
The notice of objection shall be in substantially the

followng form

IN THE MATTER OF A PETI TI ON IN THE
FOR Cl RCU T COURT
FOR

(adopti on/ guar di anshi p)

OF

(Nanme of individual who is (county)
t he subject of the proceeding)

(docket reference)



NOTI CE OF OBJECTI ON

(I'nstructions to the person served with the show cause
order:
IF YOU WISH TO OBJECT, YOU MUST [FILE] MAKE SURE THAT THE
COURT RECEIVES YOUR NOTICE OF OBJECTION [WITH THE COURT] ON OR
BEFORE THE DEADLINE STATED IN THE SHOW CAUSE ORDER. You may
use this formto do so. You need only sign this form print
or type your nane, address, and tel ephone nunber underneath
your signature, and mail or deliver it to the court at the
address shown in paragraph 2 of the show cause order. IF THE
COURT HAS NOT RECEIVED YOUR NOTICE OF OBJECTION ON OR BEFORE
THE DEADLINE STATED, YOU HAVE AGREED TO A TERMINATION OF YOUR
PARENTAL RIGHTS. If you wish to state your reasons, you may
state themon this sheet.)

| object to the of
t he

(adopti on/ guar di anshi p)

above-naned individual. My reasons for objecting are as
fol | ows:

[(Signhature)]

[(Nanme, printed or typed)]




[( Address) ]

[( Tel ephone nunber) ]

[(j) Formof Request for Attorney

A request for attorney shall be in substantially the

followng form]

[REQUEST FOR APPO NTMENT OF AN ATTORNEY]

| do/do not want the Court to appoint an attorney to

(Circle one)

represent me. If | circled that | do want the court to
appoi nt
an attorney for ne, | believe that | amentitled to a court-

appoi nted attorney because:

(Check appropriate box or boxes)
[ ] | amthe person to be adopted and:
[ ] | amat l|east ten years old but amnot yet 18; or
[ ] I amat least ten years old and | have a disability

t hat makes ne incapable of consenting to the
adoption

or of participating effectively in the proceedi ng;
or

[ ] the proceeding involves the involuntary term nation
of

the parental rights of ny parents.

[ ] | ama parent of the person to be adopted or for whom a



guardi an i s sought and:
[ ] | amunder 18 years of age; or

[ ] because of a disability, |I amincapabl e of
consenti ng

to the adoption or guardianship or of participating
effectively in the proceedi ng; or
[ ] | object to the adoption or guardi anshi p and cannot

afford to hire an attorney because | am i ndi gent.

(Signature)

(Name, printed or typed)

(Addr ess)

(Tel ephone Nunber)

Commttee note: See Rule 9-103 (a). The caption of the
petition designated in the show cause order is different from
the caption of the case record referred to in Rule 9-103,
which is kept by the clerk. The caption in the show cause
order preserves the anonynmity of the prospective adoptive
parents. The caption in the case record preserves the
anonymty of the adoptee.

Source: This Rule is in part derived fromfornmer Rule D74 and
is in part new.
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Rul e 9-201. SCOPE

The Rules in this Chapter are applicable to a circuit
court action in which divorce, annul nent, alinony, child
support, custody, or visitation is sought. These Rules do not
apply to actions in a juvenile court or actions brought solely

under Code, Famly Law Article, Title 4, Subtitle 5.

Source: This Rule is new.



Rul e 9-202. PLEADI NG

(a) Signing-Tel ephone Nunber
A party shall personally sign each pleading filed by
that party and, if the party is not represented by an
attorney, shall state in the pleading a tel ephone nunber at
which the party may be reached during ordi nary business hours.
Cross reference: See Rule 1-202 (5s).
(b) Child Custody
When child custody is an issue, each party shal
provide in the party’s first pleading the information required
by Code, Fam |y Law Article, 89-209.
(c) Amendnment to Conpl ai nt
Except when a judgnent of |[imted divorce has been
entered, a conplaint my be anmended pursuant to Rule 2-341 to
i nclude a ground for divorce that by reason of the passage of
sufficient tinme has becone a ground for divorce after the
filing of the conplaint.
(d) Suppl enental Conplaint for Absolute Divorce After
Judgnent of Limted Divorce
A party who has obtained a judgnent of |imted divorce
may file a supplenental conplaint for an absolute divorce in
the sane action in which the limted divorce was granted if
(1) the sole ground for the absolute divorce is that the basis

of the limted divorce by reason of the | apse of sufficient



time has becone a ground for an absolute divorce and (2) the
suppl emental conplaint is filed not |ater than two years after
the entry of the judgnent of limted divorce. Service of the
suppl emental conplaint shall be in accordance with Rule 1-321
if the defendant has an attorney of record in the action at
the tine the supplenental conplaint is filed. Oherw se,
service of the supplenental conplaint shall be in accordance
with Rule 2-121 or in accordance with Rule 2-122.

Cross reference: For automatic term nation of an attorney's
appear ance, see Rule 2-132.

(e) Financial Statenent -- Spousal Support
| f spousal support is clainmed by a party and either
party all eges that no agreenent regardi ng support exists, each
party shall file a current financial statenment in
substantially the formset forth in Rule 9-203 (a). The
statenent shall be filed with the party's pl eadi ng maki ng or
responding to the claim |If the claimor the denial of an
agreenent is made in an answer, the other party shall file a
financial statenent within 15 days after service of the
answer .
(f) Financial Statenment -- Child Support
| f establishnent or nodification of child support is
clainmed by a party, each party shall file a current financi al
statenment under affidavit. The statenment shall be filed with

the party's pleading naking or responding to the claim |If



t he establishnment or nodification of child support in
accordance with the guidelines set forth in Code, Fam |y Law
Article, 8812-201 - 12-204 is the only support issue in the
action and no party clainms an amount of support outside of the
guidelines, the required financial statenment shall be in
substantially the formset forth in Rule 9-203 (b).

O herwi se, the statenment shall be in substantially the form

set forth in Rule 9-203 (a).



Source: This Rule is derived in part fromfornmer Rule S72 a,
c, and f and is in part new.



Rul e 9-203. FI NANCI AL STATEMENTS

(a) Financial Statenent —General
Unl ess section (b) of this Rule applies, a Financial
Statenent required Rule 9-202 shall be in substantially the
followng form
[ caption of case]

FI NANCI AL STATEMENT OF

(Nane)
(CGeneral)

CHILDREN | AGE

MONTHLY EXPENSES

Item || SELF m CHILDREN || TOTAL |

A. PRIMARY RESIDENCE

Mor t gage

| nsur ance (honmeowner s)

Rent / G ound Rent

Taxes

Gas & Electric

Electric Only

Heat (oil)

Tel ephone




Trash Renopva

Water Bill

Cel | Phone/ Pager

Repai rs

Lawn & Yard Care (snow
renoval )

Repl acenent
Fur ni shi ngs/ Appl i ances

Condom ni um Fee
(not included el sewhere)

Pai nt i ng/ Wal | paperi ng

Car pet C eani ng

Donesti c
Assi st ance/ Housekeeper

Pool

O her:

SUB_ TOTAL

B. SECONDARY RESIDENCE

Mor t gage

(i.e. Summer Home/Rental)

| nsurance (homeowner s)

Rent / G- ound Rent

Taxes

Gas & Electric

Electric Only

Heat (oil)

Tel ephone

Trash Renobva

Water Bill




Cel | Phone/ Pager

Repairs

Lawn & Yard Care (snow
renoval )

Repl acenent
Fur ni shi ngs/ Appl i ances

Condom ni um Fee
(not included el sewhere)

Pai nti ng/ Wal | paperi ng

Car pet C eani ng

Donesti c
Assi st ance/ Housekeeper

Pool

O her:

SUB TOTAL m

C. OTHER HOUSEHOLD
NECESSITIES

Food

Drug Store ltens

Househol d Suppli es

O her:

SUB TOTAL m

D. MEDICAL/DENTAL

Heal t h | nsurance

Ther api st/ Counsel or

Extraordi nary Medi cal

Dental / Ot hodonti a

Opt hanol ogi st/ d asses




O her:

SUB TOTAL |

E. SCHOOL EXPENSES

Tui ti on/ Books

School | unch

Extracurricular activities

Cl ot hi ng/ Uni f or ns

Room & Board

Daycar e/ Nur sery School

O her:

SUB_TOTAL m

F. RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT

Vacat i ons

Vi deos/ Theat er

Di ni ng Qut

Cabl e TV/ I nt er net

Al | owance

Canp

Menber shi ps

Dance/ Musi ¢ Lessons etc.

Hor seback Ri di ng

O her:

SUB_TOTAL m

G. TRANSPORTATION EXPENSE

Aut onpbi | e Paynent




Aut onobi |l e Repairs

Mai nt enance/ Tags/ Tires/etc.

al/Gas

Aut onpobi | e | nsurance

Par ki ng Fees

Bus/ Taxi

O her:

SUB_TOTAL




H. GIFTS

Holiday Gfts

Bi rt hdays

Gfts to others

Charities

SUB TOTAL

J. CLOTHING

Pur chasi ng

Laundry

Alterations/Dry O eaning

O her:

SUB_TOTAL

Books & Magazi nes

K. INCIDENTALS

Newspaper s

St anps/ St ati onary

Banki ng Expense

O her:;

SUB_TOTAL

Al i nony/ Chil d Support
(froma previous O der)

L. MISCELLANEQUS/OTHER

Rel i gi ous Contri buti ons

Hai rdresser/ Haircuts




Mani cur e/ Pedi cur e




Pet s/ Boar di ng

Li fe I nsurance

O her:;

SUB_TOTAL

[ [ [

TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES:

| m m

Nunber of

Dependent Chil dren

INCOME STATEMENT

GROSS MONTHLY WAGES :

Feder al

Ls

State

Medi car e

F.1.CA

Retir ement

Ibc}{ﬁ{ﬁ%%

NET INCOME FROM WAGES:

Total Deductions: “L$ ”

a.

OTHER GROSS INCOME: (alimony, “ $
art-time job, rentals etc.

b.




C.

Total deductions from Other
income:

H$

NET OTHER INCOME :

TOTAL MONTHLY INCOME

ASSETS & LIABILITIES

ASSETS:

Real Estate

Furniture (in the marital
hone)

Bank Account s/ Savi ngs

U. S. Bonds

St ocks/ | nvest nent s

Personal Property

Jewel ry

Aut onobi | es

Boat s

Q her .

&r |68 |68 |&F | |8 |8 |&P

TOTAL ASSETS:

LIABILITIES:

Mbr t gage




Aut onobi | es

Not es payable to rel atives

Bank Loans

Accrued Taxes

& |5 | |&B |8

Bal ance of Credit Card

Account s
a.
b.
C.
O her:
TOTAL LIABILITIES: | $
TOTAL NET WORTH: $
SUMMARY :
TOTAL INCOME: $
P —— e ——
TOTAL EXPENSES: $
e ———— ———————|
EXCESS OR DEFICIT: $

| solemly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the
contents of the foregoing Financial Statenent, Mnthly Expense

List, and Assets and Liabilities Statenent are true to the best
of

ny know edge, information, and belief.




Dat e Si gnature

(b) Financial Statenent —Child Support Cuidelines
| f the establishnment or nodification of child support
in accordance with the guidelines set forth in Code, Famly
Law Article, 8812-201 - 12-204 is the only support issue in
the action and no party clains an anount of support outside of
the guidelines, the financial statenent required by section

(f) of Rule 9-202 shall be in substantially the foll ow ng

form
[ caption of case]
FI NANCI AL STATEMENT
(Child Support Guidelines)
: , State that:
My nane
| amthe
State Rel ationship (for exanple, nother, father,
aunt ,

gr andf at her, guardian, etc.)
of the mnor child(ren):

Name Date of Birth Name Dat e
of Birth
Name Date of Birth Name Dat e

of Birth




Nane Date of Birth Nane Dat e
of Birth
The followng is a list of nmy inconme and expenses (see bel ow):
See definitions on other side before filling out.

Total nonthly income (before taxes)
$

Child support | am paying for my other child(ren) each nonth

Alinmony | am paying each nonth to

(Nanme of Person(s))
Alinmony | amreceiving each nonth from

(Name of Person(s))

For the child or children |isted above:

The nonthly health insurance prem um

Work-related nonthly child care expenses

Extraordi nary nonthly nedi cal expenses

School and transportation expenses

* To figure the nmonthly anpunt of expenses, weekly expenses should be nultiplied by
4.3 and yearly expenses should be divided by 12. |If you do not pay the sane
anount each mont h for any of the categories listed, figure what your average
nmont hl y expense is.

| solemmly affirmunder the penalties of perjury that the contents
of the

foregoi ng paper are true to the best of ny know edge, information,
and

bel i ef .



Dat e Si gnat ure

[side 2 of form

Total Monthly Income: Include inconme fromall sources including

sel f-enpl oynent, rent, royalties, business incone, salaries, wages,
comm ssi ons, bonuses, dividends, pensions, interest, trusts,
annuities, social security benefits, workers conpensati on,

unenpl oynment benefits, disability benefits, alinmony or naintenance
received, tips, incone fromside jobs, severance pay, capital

gains, gifts, prizes, lottery wnnings, etc. Do not report
benefits from neans-tested public assistance prograns, such as food
stanmps or AFDC.

Extraordinary Medical Expenses: Uninsured expenses over $100 for a
single illness or condition including orthodontia, dental

treatnent, asthma treatnent, physical therapy, treatnent for any
chronic health problens, and professional counseling or psychiatric
t herapy for diagnosed nental disorders.

Child Care Expenses: Actual child care expenses incurred on behal f
of a child due to enploynent or job search of either parent with
anount to be determ ned by actual experience or the |evel required
to provide quality care froma |icensed source.

School and Transportation Expenses: Any expenses for attending a

special or private elenentary or secondary school to neet the



particul ar needs of the child and expenses for transportation of

the child between the honmes of the parents.

(c) Amendnent to Financial Statenent
| f there has been a nmaterial change in the information
furnished by a party in a financial statenent filed pursuant
to Rule 9-202, the party shall file an anended statenent and
serve a copy on the other party at |east ten days before the
scheduled trial date or by any earlier date fixed by the
court.
(d) Inspection of Financial Statenents
| nspection of a financial statenment filed pursuant to
the Rules in this Chapter is governed by Code, State

Government Article, 810-617 (a) and (f).

Source: This Rule is new.



Rul e 9-204. EDUCATI ONAL SEM NAR

(a) Applicability
This Rule applies in an action in which child support,

custody, or visitation is involved and the court determ nes to
send the parties to an educational sem nar designed to
mnimze disruptive effects of separation and divorce on the
lives of children.
Cross reference: Code, Fam |y Law Article, 87-103. 2.

(b) Oder to Attend Sem nar

(1) Subject to subsection (b)(2) of this Rule and as
all owed or required by the county's case managenent pl an
required by Rule 16-202 b., the court may order the parties to
attend an educational semnar within the tine set forth in the
pl an. The content of the sem nar shall be as prescribed in
section (c) of this Rule. If a party who has been ordered to
attend a semnar fails to do so, the court may not use its
contenpt powers to conpel attendance or to punish the party
for failure to attend, but may consider the failure as a
factor in determ ning custody and visitation.

(2) A party who (A) is incarcerated, (B) |ives outside
the State in a jurisdiction where a conparable sem nar or
course is not available, or (C) establishes good cause for
exenption may not be ordered to attend the sem nar.

Comm ttee note: Code, Fam |y Law Article, 87-103.2 (c)(2)(v)



prohi bits exenpti on based on evidence of donestic violence,
child abuse, or neglect.

(c) Content
The sem nar shall consist of one or two sessions,
totaling six hours. Topics shall include:
(1) the enotional inpact of divorce on children and
parents;
(2) devel opnental stages of children and the effects of
di vorce on children at different stages;
(3) changes in the parent-child relationship;
(4) discipline;
(5) transitions between househol ds;
(6) skill-building in
(A) parental communication with children and with each
ot her,
(B) explaining divorce to children
(C problemsol ving and deci si on-maki ng techni ques,
(D) conflict resolution,
(E) coping strategies,
(F) helping children adjust to famly changes,
(G avoiding inappropriate interactions with the
children, and
(H) devel oping constructive parenting arrangenents; and
(7) resources available in cases of donestic violence,

chil d abuse, and negl ect.



(d) Scheduling
The provider of the sem nar shall establish scheduling
procedures so that parties in actions where donmestic viol ence,
child abuse, or neglect is alleged do not attend the sem nar
at the sane tine and so that any party who does not wish to

attend a



sem nar at the sane tine as the opposing party does not have
to do so.
(e) Costs

The fee for the sem nar shall be set in accordance with
Code, Courts Article, 87-202. Paynent may be conpell ed by
order of court and assessed anong the parties as the court may
direct. For good cause, the court may wai ve paynent of the
f ee.

Source: This Rule is new.



Rul e 9-205. MEDI ATION OF CHI LD CUSTCDY AND VI SI TATI ON
DI SPUTES

(a) Scope of Rule

This Rule applies to any case under this Chapter in

whi ch the custody of or visitation with a mnor child is an
i ssue, including an initial action to determ ne custody or
visitation, an action to nodify an existing order or judgnent
as to custody or visitation, and a petition for contenpt by
reason of non-conpliance with an order or judgnment governing
custody or visitation.

(b) Duty of Court

(1) Pronptly after an action subject to this Rule is at
i ssue, the court shall determ ne whether:

(A) nediation of the dispute as to custody or
visitation is appropriate and would likely be beneficial to
the parties or the child; and

(B) a properly qualified nmediator is available to
nmedi ate the dispute.

(2) If a party or a child represents to the Court in good
faith that there is a genuine issue of physical or sexua
abuse of the party or child, and that, as a result, nediation
woul d be inappropriate, the court shall not order nediation.

(3) If the court concludes that nediation is appropriate

and feasible, it shall enter an order requiring the parties to



medi ate the custody or visitation dispute. The order may stay
sonme or all further proceedings in the action pending the

medi ation on terns and conditions set forth in the order.



Cross reference: Wth respect to subsection b (2) of this
Rul e, see Rule 1-341 and Rules 3.1 and 3.3 of the Maryl and
Rul es of Professional Conduct.
(c) Scope of Mediation
(1) The court’s initial order may not require the parties
to attend nore than two nedi ati on sessions. For good cause
shown and upon the reconmendati on of the nediator, the court
may order up to two additional nediation sessions. The
parties may agree to further nediation.
(2) Mediation under this Rule shall be limted to the
i ssues of custody and visitation unless the parties agree
otherwise in witing.
(d) If Agreenent
If the parties agree on sone or all of the disputed
i ssues, the nediator shall prepare a witten nmenorandum of the
poi nts of agreenment and send copies of it to the parties and
their attorneys for review and signature. |If the nenorandum
is signed by the parties as submtted or as nodified by the
parties, the mediator shall submt it to the court for
what ever action the court deens appropriate.
(e) If No Agreenent
| f no agreenent is reached or the nmedi ator determ nes
that mediation is inappropriate, the nediator shall so advise
the court but shall not state the reasons. |If the court does

not order nediation or the case is returned to the court after



medi ati on wi thout an agreenent as to all issues in the case,
the court pronptly shall schedule the case for hearing on any

pendente lite or other appropriate relief not covered by a



medi ati on agreenent.
(f) Confidentiality

Except for a nmenorandum submtted to the court pursuant
to section (d) of this Rule, no statement or witing nmade in
the course of nediation is subject to discovery or adm ssible
in evidence in any proceedi ng under this Chapter unless the
parties and their counsel agree otherwise in witing. Neither
the nedi ator nor an attorney may be called as a witness in
such a proceeding to give evidence regarding the nediation or
custody or visitation.
Cross reference: See Code, Fam |y Law Article, 85-701 et seq.
for provisions that require the reporting of suspected child
abuse.

(g) Costs

Paynment of the conpensation, fees, and costs of a
medi ator may be conpelled by order of court and assessed anong
the parties as the court may direct. |In the order for
medi ation, the court may waive paynent of the conpensati on,
fees, and costs.
Cross reference: For the qualifications and sel ection of

medi ators, see Rule 17-104.

Source: This Rule is derived fromforner Rule S73A



Rul e 9-206. CHH LD SUPPORT GUI DELI NES

(a) Definitions
The follow ng definitions apply in this Rule:
(1) Shared Physical Custody
"Shar ed physical custody” has the neaning stated in
Code, Famly Law Article, 812-201 (i).
(2) Worksheet
"Wbr ksheet” neans a docunent to conpute child support
under the guidelines set forth in Code, Fam |y Law Article,
Title 12, Subtitle 2.
(b) Filing of Worksheet
In an action involving the establishment or
nodi fication of child support, each party shall file a
wor ksheet in the formset forth in section (c¢) or (d) of this
Rule. Unless the court directs otherw se, the worksheet shal
be filed not later than the date of the hearing on the issue
of child support.
Cross reference: See Code, Famly Law Article, 812-203 (a)

and Wal sh v. WAl sh, 333 Ml. 492 (1994).

(c) Primary Physical Custody
Except in cases of shared physical custody, the

wor ksheet shall be in substantially the follow ng form



In the

Circuit Court for

No.

WORKSHEET A - CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION: PRIMARY PHYSICAL CUSTODY

Chil dren Dat e of Chi l dren Date of Birth
Birth
Mbt her Fat her Combi ned

MONTHLY ACTUAL | NCOVE (Before $ $ [T

t axes) RN ERRREENNy;

a. Mnus preexisting child support - - THErrrrrrir

paynment actually paid THHrrrrrrrr

b. M nus health insurance prem um - - THErrrrrrrr

(if child included) RN ERNREENNy,

c. Mnus alinobny actually paid - - 1HHrrrrrrrr

d. Plus/minus alinony awarded in +/ - +/ - THErrrrrrrr

this case RN ERRREENNy,
MONTHLY ADJUSTED ACTUAL | NCOVE $ $ $

PERCENTAGE SHARE OF | NCOMVE (Line RNy,

2. Each parent's incone divided HHErrrrrrir

by Comnbi ned | ncone) % % (/111111171111

BASI C CHI LD SUPPORT OBLI GATI ON
(Apply line 2 Conbined to Child

Support Schedul e.) $
a. Wrk-Related Child Care IRy IRy

Expenses IRy IRy

Code, FL 8§12-204 (9) 1y [Hrrrr +
b. Extraordi nary Medical Expenses [H1rrrr [H1rrrr

Code, FL, 8§12-204 (h) 1 [Hrrrr +
c. Additional Expenses [H1rrrr [H1rrrr

Code, FL, 812-204 (i) 1 [Hrrrr +
TOTAL CHI LD SUPPORT OBLI GATI ON RNy IRy
(Add lines 4, 4a, 4b, and 4c.) 1 1Hrrrr $
EACH PARENT' S CHI LD SUPPORT IRy,
OBLI GATION (Multiply line 3 tines IRy,
line 5 for each parent.) $ $ [T
RECOMVENDED CHI LD SUPPORT ORDER RNy,
(Bring down anount fromline 6 for THErrrrrrir
t he non-custodial parent only. THErrrrrrir
Leave custodi al parent colum HHErrrrrrir
bl ank.) $ $ [




Conmment s, calculations, or rebuttals to schedul e or adjustnents if non-
cust odi al parent directly pays extraordi nary expenses:

PREPARED BY: DATE:




(d)

Shared Physi cal Cust ody

I n cases of shared physi cal

cust ody,

be in substantially the follow ng form

In the

t he wor ksheet shal

Circuit Court for

V.
No.
WORKSHEET B - CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION: SHARED PHYSICAL CUSTODY
Chil dren Date of Birth Chi l dren Date of Birth
Mot her Fat her Conbi ned
MONTHLY ACTUAL | NCOMVE (Before [HEEEEErrrrry
t axes) FHTEEENErrr
a. Mnus preexisting child LHrrrrrrrrrrny
support paynment actually LHrrrrrrrrrrny
pai d - - FHTEEENErrr
b. Mnus health insurance HHErrrrirrrrty
premium (if child included) - - FHTEEENErrr
c. Mnus alinony actually paid - - LHrrrrrrrrrrny
d. Plus/mnus alinony awarded LHrrrrrrrrrrny
in this case + - + - FHTEEENErrr
MONTHLY ADJUSTED ACTUAL | NCOVE $ $ $
PERCENTAGE SHARE OF | NCOVE (Line [HEEEEErrrrry
2. Each parent's incone divided LHrrrrrrrrrrny
by Conbi ned | ncone) [HEEEEErrrrry
% %
BASI C CHI LD SUPPORT OBLI GATI ON [HHErrrrrrrnd [HEErrrrrn
(Apply line 2 Conbined to Child [HHErrrrrrrnd [HEErrrrrn
Support Schedul e.) [HHErrrrrrrnd [Hrrrrrirrr $
1 111
ADJUSTED BASI C CHI LD SUPPORT [HHErrrrrrrnd [HEErrrrrn
OBLI GATION (Line 4 tinmes 1.5) [HHErrrrrrrnd [HEErrrrrn
1111 /111




6. OVERNI GHTS with each parent (nmnust

total 365) 365
7. PERCENTAGE W TH EACH PARENT LEHEErrrrrrr
(Line 6 divided by 365) A % | B S | /111111
STOP HERE | F Line 7 is less than 35% FEHHErrrrrr [HHErrrrrr LEHELrrrrrrr
for either parent. Shared physical FEHHErrrrrr [HHErrrrrr LEHELrrrrrrr
cust ody does not apply. (See NNy, [HHErrrrrr LEHELrrrrrrr
Wor ksheet A.) ERRENEENENy; [IHHTErrrr ERERNRRRENy,
8. EACH PARENT' S THEORETI CAL CHI LD [HHrrrrirrrrti
SUPPCRT OBLI GATION (Multiply FEHELrrrrrrn
line 3 times line 5 for each FEEEErrrrrrrry
parent.) A$ B$ NERERNERRENy,
9. BASIC CHI LD SUPPCRT OBLI GATI ON HEHELrrrrrrn
FOR TI ME W TH OTHER PARENT HEHELrrrrrrn
(Multiply line 7A tinmes line 8B HEHELrrrrrrn
and put answer on line 9B. [HHrrrrirrrrti
Multiply line 7B times Line 8A HEHELrrrrrrn
and put answer on Line 9A) A$ B$ ERRRNRRERENy,
WORKSHEET B - CHI LD SUPPORT OBLI GATI ON: SHARED PHYSI CAL CUSTODY
10. NET BASI C CH LD SUPPORT HEHELrrrrrrn
OBL| GATI ON (Subtract |esser [HHrrrrirrrrti
amount from greater anmount in [HHrrrrirrrrti
line 9 and pl ace answer here [HHrrrrirrrrti
under columm with greater anount [HHrrrrirrrrti
in Line 9.) $ $ ERRRNRRERENy,
11. EXPENSES: FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
a. Wirk-related Child Care FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
Expenses FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
Code, Famly Law Article, FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
§12-204 (9) FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
ERRENEREEy; [HHHrrrirr +
b. Extraordinary Medical FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
Expenses FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
Code, Famly Law Article, FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
§12-204 (h) FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
ERRENEREEy; [HHHrrrirr +
c. Additional Expenses FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
Code, Famly Law Article, FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
§12-204 (i) FEHHErrrrrr [HErrrrrrrr
ERRENEREEy; [HHHrrrirr +
12. NET ADJUSTMENT from WORKSHEET HEHELrrrrrrn
C. Enter anopunt on line h, LEHEErrrrrrrrd
WORKSHEET C, if applicable. |If HEHELrrrrrrn
not continue to Line 13. $ $ ERRRNRRERENy,
13. NET BASIC CHI LD SUPPORT HEHELrrrrrrn
OBLI GATI ON ( From Li ne 10, HEHELrrrrrrn
WORKSHEET B) $ $ RN RNNNNENn;




14. RECOMMENDED CHI LD SUPPORT ORDER

LErrrrrrrrrrnd

(I'f the sane parent owes nbney [HHrrrrirrrrti
under Lines 12 and 13, add LEHEErrrrrrrrd
these two figures to obtain [HHrrrrirrrrti
anount owed by that parent. |If [HHrrrrirrrrti
one parent owes noney under [HHrrrrirrrrti
Line 12 and the other owes LEHEErrrrrrrrd
money under Line 13, subtract [HHrrrrirrrrti
the | esser amount fromthe LEHEErrrrrrrrd
greater anount to obtain the [HHrrrrirrrrti
difference. The parent ow ng [HHrrrrirrrrti
the greater of the two ampunts [HHrrrrirrrrti
on Lines 12 and 13 will owe LEHEErrrrrrrrd
that difference as the child LEHEErrrrrrrrd
support obligation. NOTE: The [HHrrrrirrrrti
anount owed in a shared custody [HHrrrrirrrrti
arrangenment may not exceed the [HHrrrrirrrrti
amount that woul d be owed if LEHEErrrrrrrrd
the obligor parent were a [HHrrrrirrrrti
noncust odi al parent. See [HHrrrrirrrrti
WORKSHEET A) . $ $ LEHHErNrrrrri
PREPARED BY: DATE

Use reverse side for comments, cal cul ations, or

rebuttal s, including in-Kkind

responsi bility because of sharing or special adjustnents because of direct paynents.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WORKSHEET C: Use this Wirksheet
inlines 1l1la, 11b, or 1l1lc is directly paid out or
di fferent proportion than the percentage share of
Wrksheet B. Exanple: |f the nother pays all of
educati on/ nedi cal costs 50/50 and line 3 is other

ONLY if any of the Expenses listed
received by the parents in a
i ncone entered on line 3 of

t he day care,
t han 50/ 50.

parents split
If there is nore than

one 1llc expense, the calculations on lines e and f bel ow must be made for each
expense.
WORKSHEET C - FOR ADJUSTMENTS, LINE 12, WORKSHEET B
Mbt her Fat her

a. Total amount of direct paynents nade for
Li ne 1la expenses tines each parent's
percentage of inconme (Line 3, WORKSHEET B)
(Proportionate share)

b. The excess ampunt of direct paynents nade
by the parent who pays nore than the
amount calculated in Line a. above. (The
di fference between ampunt paid and
proportionate share)




Total ampount of direct paynents nade for
Line 11b expenses tines each parent's
percentage of incone (Line 3, WORKSHEET B)

The excess ampunt of direct paynents nade
by the parent who pays nore than the
anmount cal cul ated on Line c. above.

Total amount of direct paynents nade for
Line 1lc. expenses tinmes each parent's
percentage of inconme (Line 3, WORKSHEET B)

The excess anmpunt of direct paynents nade
by the parent who pays nore than the
anmount cal cul ated in Line e. above.

For each parent, add lines b, d, and f

Subtract | esser anpunt from greater

amount in Line g. above. Place the answer
on this line under the | esser anmpbunt in
Line g. Also enter this answer on Line 12
of WORKSHEET B, in the sane parent's

col um.

Source: This Rule is new.




Rul e 9-207. JO NT STATEMENT OF MARI TAL AND NON- MARI TAL
PROPERTY
(a) When Required
When a nonetary award or other relief pursuant to Code,
Fam |y Law Article, 88-205 is an issue, the parties shall file
a joint statenment listing all property owned by one or both of
t hem
(b) Form of Property Statenent
The joint statenent shall be in substantially the

following form

JO NT STATEMENT OF PARTI ES CONCERNI NG

MARI TAL AND NON- MARI TAL PROPERTY

1. The parties agree that the foll ow ng property is
"marital property" as defined by Maryl and Annot ated Code,
Fam |y Law Article, 88-201:

Description of Property

How Titled
Husband's Wife's
Assertion Assertion

Fair Market Value

Husband's Wife's
Assertion
Assertion

Liens, Encumbrances, or Debt
Directly Attributable

Husband's Wife's
Assertion Assertion




2. The parties agree that the follow ng property is not

marit al

party before marri age,

i nheritance or gift froma third person,

(b) was acquired by one party by
(c) has been excl uded

property because the property (a) was acquired by one

by valid agreenment, or (d) is directly traceable to any of
t hose sources:
Description of Property | Reason Why How Titled Fair Market Value Liens, Encumbrances, or
Non-Marital Debt Directly Attributable
Husband's Wife's Husband's Wife's
Assertion Assertion Assertion Assertion Husband's Wife's
Assertion Assertion

3. The parties are not

in agreenent as to whether the

foll ow ng property is marital or non-marital:
Description of Marital? How Titled Fair Market Value Liens, Encumbrances,
Property or Debt Directly
Husband's Wife's Husband's Husband's Wife's Attributable
Assertion Assertion Wife's Assertion
Assertion Assertion Husband's Wife's
Assertion Assertion
Assertion




Dat e

Plaintiff or Attorney

Dat e

Def endant or Attorney

| NSTRUCTI ONS:

1. If the parties do not agree about the title or val ue
of any property, the parties shall set forth in the
appropriate colum a statenent that the title or value is in
di spute and each party's assertion as to how the property is
titled or the fair market val ue.

2. Inlisting property that the parties agree is non-
marital because the property is directly traceable to any of
the listed sources of non-nmarital property, the parties shal
specify the source to which the property is traceabl e.

(c) Tinme for Filing; Procedure
The joint statenent shall be filed at | east ten days
before the scheduled trial date or by any earlier date fixed

by the court. At |east 30 days before the joint statenent is

due to be filed, each party shall prepare and serve on the




other party a proposed statenent in the formset forth in
section (b) of this Rule. At |east 15 days before the joint
statenent is due, the plaintiff shall sign and serve on the
def endant for approval and signature a proposed joint
statenent that fairly reflects the positions of the parties.
The defendant shall tinely file the joint statenment, which
shal | be signed by the defendant or shall be acconpanied by a
witten statenent of the specific reasons why the defendant
di d not sign.
(d) Sanctions

If a party fails to conply with this Rule, the court,
on notion or on its own initiative, nmay enter any orders in
regard to the nonconpliance that are just, including:

(1) an order that property shall be classified as narital
or non-marital in accordance with the statenent filed by the
conpl ying party;

(2) an order refusing to allow the nonconplying party to
oppose desi ghated assertions on the conplying party's
statenent filed pursuant to this Rule, or prohibiting the
nonconpl yi ng party fromintroduci ng designated matters in
evi dence.

Instead of or in addition to any order, the court, after
opportunity for hearing, shall require the nonconplying party

or the attorney advising the nonconpliance or both of themto



pay the reasonabl e expenses, including attorney's fees, caused
by the nonconpliance, unless the court finds that the
nonconpl i ance was substantially justified or that other

ci rcunst ances nake an award of expenses unjust.

Comm ttee note: The Joint Statenment of Marital and Non-
Marital Property is not intended as a substitute for discovery

in donestic rel ati ons cases.

Source: This Rule is derived fromformer Rule S74.



Rul e 9-208. REFERRAL OF MATTERS TO MASTERS

(a) Referra
(1) As of Course
If a court has a full-tinme or part-tine standing
master for domestic relations matters and a hearing has been
requested or is required by law, the followng matters ari sing
under this Chapter shall be referred to the nmaster as of
course unless the court directs otherwise in a specific case:

(A) uncontested divorce, annul nent, or alinony;

(B) alinony pendente lite;

(© child support pendente lite;

(D) support of dependents;

(E) prelimnary or pendente lite possession or use of
the famly honme or fam |y-use personal property;

(F) subject to Rule 9-205, pendente lite custody of or
visitation with children or nodification of an existing order
or judgnent as to custody or visitation;

(G subject to Rule 9-205 as to child access disputes,
constructive civil contenpt by reason of nonconpliance with an
order or judgnment relating to custody of or visitation with a
m nor child, the paynment of alinony or support, or the
possession or use of the famly home or fam |y-use personal
property, follow ng service of a show cause order upon the

person alleged to be in contenpt;



(H) nodification of an existing order or judgnment as to
t he paynent of alinony or support or as to the possession or
use of the famly honme or famly-use personal property;

(I') counsel fees and assessnent of court costs in any
matter referred to a master under this Rule;

(J) stay of an earnings w thhol ding order; and

(K) such other matters arising under this Chapter and
set forth in the court’s case managenent plan filed pursuant
to Rule 16-202 b.
Comm ttee note: Exanples of matters that a court may include
inits case managenent plan for referral to a master under
subsection (a)(1)(J) of this Rule include scheduling
conferences, settlenent conferences, uncontested matters in
addition to the matters listed in subsection (a)(1)(A) of this
Rul e, and the application of nethods of alternative dispute
resol ution.

(2) By Order on Agreenent of the Parties
By agreement of the parties, any other matter or issue
arising under this Chapter that is not triable of right before
ajury may be referred to the master by order of the court.
(b) Powers

Subj ect to the provisions of an order referring a matter
or issue to a naster, the master has the power to regul ate al
proceedi ngs in the hearing, including the power to:

(1) direct the issuance of a subpoena to conpel the

attendance of wi tnesses and the production of docunents or

ot her tangi bl e things;



(2) adm nister oaths to w tnesses;
(3) rule on the adm ssibility of evidence;
(4) exam ne W tnesses;
(5) convene, continue, and adjourn the hearing, as
required,
(6) recommend contenpt proceedi ngs or other sanctions to
t he court; and
(7) recommend findings of fact and concl usions of |aw
(c) Hearing
(1) Notice
A witten notice of the tinme and place of the hearing
shall be sent to all parties.
(2) Attendance of Wtnesses
A party may procure by subpoena the attendance of
w tnesses and the production of docunents or other tangible
things at the hearing.
(3) Record
Al'l proceedings before a master shall be recorded
ei ther stenographically or electronically, unless the making
of the record is waived in witing by all parties. A waiver
of the making of a record is also a waiver of the right to
file exceptions that would require review of the record for
their determ nation

(d) Contenpt Proceedings; Referral for De Novo Hearing



If, at any tinme during a hearing on a party’s all eged
constructive civil contenpt, the master concludes that there
are reasonabl e grounds to believe that the party is in
contenpt and that incarceration may be an appropriate
sanction, the master shall (1) set a de novo hearing before a
judge of the circuit court, (2) cause the alleged contemmor to
be served with a sutmmons to that hearing, and (3) term nate
the master’s hearing wthout making a recommendation. |f the
al l eged contemmor is not represented by an attorney, the date
of the hearing before the judge shall be at |east 20 days
after the date of the nmaster’s hearing and, before the naster
term nates the master’s hearing, the master shall advise the
al | eged contemmor on the record of the contents of the notice
set forth in Rule 15-206 (c)(2).

(e) Findings and Reconmendati ons
(1) Generally
Except as otherw se provided in section (d) of this

Rul e, the master shall prepare witten recommendati ons, which
shall include a brief statenent of the master's findings and
shal | be acconpani ed by a proposed order. The naster shal
notify each party of the recommendations, either on the record
at the conclusion of the hearing or by witten notice served
pursuant to Rule 1-321. In a matter referred pursuant to

subsection (a)(1) of this Rule, the witten notice shall be



given within ten days after the conclusion of the hearing. 1In
a matter referred pursuant to subsection (a)(2) of this Rule,
the witten notice shall be given within 30 days after the
conclusion of the hearing. Pronptly after notifying the
parties, the master shall file the recommendati ons and
proposed order with the court.
(2) Suppl enentary Report
The master may issue a supplenmentary report and
recomendati ons on the master’s own initiative before the
court enters an order or judgnent. A party may file
exceptions to new matters contained in the suppl enentary
report and recommendations in accordance with section (f) of
this Rule.
(f) Exceptions

Wthin ten days after reconmendati ons are placed on the
record or served pursuant to section (e) of this Rule, a party
may file exceptions with the clerk. Wthin that period or
within ten days after service of the first exceptions,
whi chever is later, any other party may file exceptions.
Exceptions shall be in witing and shall set forth the
asserted error with particularity. Any matter not
specifically set forth in the exceptions is waived unless the
court finds that justice requires otherw se.

(g) Requirenents for Excepting Party



At the tinme the exceptions are filed, the excepting
party shall do one of the following: (1) order a transcript of
so nmuch of the testinony as is necessary to rule on the
exceptions, nake an agreenent for paynment to ensure
preparation of the transcript, and file a certificate of
conpliance stating that the transcript has been ordered and
the agreenment has been nade; (2) file a certification that no
transcript is necessary to rule on the exceptions; (3) file an
agreed statenent of facts in lieu of the transcript; or (4)
file an affidavit of indigency and notion requesting that the
court accept an electronic recording of the proceedings as the
transcript. Wthin ten days after the entry of an order
denyi ng a notion under subsection (g)(4) of this section, the
excepting party shall conply with subsection (g)(1). The
transcript shall be filed within 30 days after conpliance with
subsection (g)(1) or within such Ionger time, not exceeding 60
days after the exceptions are filed, as the master may all ow.
For good cause shown, the court may shorten or extend the tine
for the filing of the transcript. The excepting party shal
serve a copy of the transcript on the other party. The court
may di smss the exceptions of a party who has not conplied
with this section.

Cross reference: For the shortening or extension of tinme
requi renents, see Rule 1-204.

(h) Entry of Orders



(1) I'n General
Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this
secti on,
(A) the court shall not direct the entry of an order or
j udgnent based upon the nmaster's recomendations until the
expiration of the time for filing exceptions, and, if
exceptions are tinely filed, until the court rules on the
exceptions; and
(B) if exceptions are not tinely filed, the court may
direct the entry of the order or judgnent as reconmended by
the master.
(2) I'mrediate Orders
Thi s subsection does not apply to the entry of orders
in contenpt proceedings. |If a master finds that extraordinary
ci rcunstances exist and recommends that an order be entered
i mredi ately, the court shall reviewthe file and any exhibits
and the master’s findings and recommendati ons and shall afford
the parties an opportunity for oral argument. The court may
accept, reject, or nodify the master's recommendati ons and
i ssue an i medi ate order. An order entered under this
subsection remains subject to a |later determ nation by the
court on exceptions.
(3) Contenmpt Orders

(A) On Reconmendation by the Master.



On the recommendation by the master that an
i ndi vi dual be found in contenpt, the court may hold a hearing
and direct the entry of an order at any tinme. The order may
not include a sanction of incarceration.

(B) Following a De Novo Hearing

Upon a referral fromthe master pursuant to section
(d) of this Rule, the court shall hold a de novo hearing and
enter any appropriate order.

(1) Hearing on Exceptions
(1) Generally
The court may deci de exceptions w thout a hearing,
unl ess a request for a hearing is filed with the exceptions or
by an opposing party within ten days after service of the
exceptions. The exceptions shall be decided on the evidence
presented to the master unless: (A) the excepting party sets
forth with particularity the additional evidence to be offered
and the reasons why the evidence was not offered before the
master, and (B) the court determ nes that the additional
evi dence shoul d be considered. |If additional evidence is to
be considered, the court may renmand the matter to the master
to hear and consider the additional evidence or conduct a de
novo hearing.
(2) When Hearing to be Held

A hearing on exceptions, if timely requested, shall be held



within 60 days after the filing of the exceptions unless the
parties otherwise agree in witing. |If a transcript cannot be
conpleted in tinme for the schedul ed hearing and the parties
cannot agree to an extension of tine or to a statenent of
facts, the court may use the electronic recording in |lieu of
the transcript at the hearing or continue the hearing until
the transcript is conpleted.
(j) Costs

The court, by order, may assess anong the parties the
conpensation, fees, and costs of the master and of any
transcri pt.

Comm ttee note: Conpensation of a master paid by the State or
a county is not assessed as costs.

Cross references: See, Code, Famly Law Article, 8§ 10-131,
prescribing certain time limts when a stay of an earnings
wi t hhol di ng order is requested.

Source: This Rule is derived in part fromRule 2-541 and
former Rule S74A and is in part new.



Rul e 9-209. TESTI MONY

A judgnent granting a divorce, an annul nent, or alinony
may be entered only upon testinony in person before an
exam ner or nmaster or in open court. In an uncontested case,
testinmony shall be taken before an exam ner or master unless
the court directs otherwise. Testinmony of a corroborating
w tness shall be oral unless otherw se ordered by the court
for good cause.
Cross reference: For the requirenent of oral testinony by the
plaintiff in a divorce action, see Code, Famly Law Articl e,
81-203 (c). For the requirenent of corroboration, see Code,
Fam |y Law Article, 87-101 (b). For default procedures, see
Rul e 2-613.

Source: This Rule is derived fromfornmer Rules S73 and S75 a.



Rul e 9-210. ATTACHVENT, SEIZURE, AND SEQUESTRATI ON

(a) Alinmony From a Nonresident Defendant
A plaintiff who seeks alinony froma nonresident
def endant under Code, Family Law Article 811-104, may request
an order for the attachnent or sequestration of the
defendant’ s property in accordance with the procedures of Rule
2-115. The court may enter any appropriate order regarding
the property that is necessary to nake the award effective.
(b) Enforcenment of an Order Awarding Child Support,
Al i nony, Attorney’'s Fees, or a Mnetary Award
When the court has ordered child support, alinony,
attorney’s fees, or a nonetary award, the property of a
nonconpl yi ng obligor may be seized or sequestered in
accordance with the procedures of Rules 2-648 and 2-651.

Source: This Rule is new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE

TITLE 11 - JUVEN LE CAUSES

AMEND Rul e 11-106 to add a cross reference foll ow ng

subsection b 3, as foll ows:

Rul e 11-106. Right to Counsel.

3. Child in Need of Assistance Cases.
A party in a child in need of assistance proceeding is
entitled to the assistance of counsel as provided in Section
3-821 of the Courts Article.

Cross reference: See Appendi x: The Maryl and Rul es of

Pr of essi onal Conduct, Rule 1.14 (Cient Under a Disability)
and Appendi x: Qui del i nes of Advocacy for Attorneys
Representing Children in CINA and Rel ated TPR and Adopti on
Cases.




MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TI TLE 15 - OTHER SPECI AL PROCEEDI NGS

CHAPTER 200 - CONTEMPT

AVEND Rul e 15-206 to conformto the revision of Title 9,

Chapter 200, as foll ows:

Rul e 15-206. CONSTRUCTI VE CI VI L CONTEMPT

(c) Content of Order or Petition

(1) An order filed by the court pursuant to subsection
(b)(1) of this Rule and a petition filed pursuant to
subsection (b)(2) shall conply with Rule 2-303 and shal
expressly state whether or not incarceration is sought.

(2) Unless the court finds that a petition for contenpt
is frivolous on its face, the court shall enter an order
providing for (i) a prehearing conference, or (ii) a hearing,
or (iii) both. The schedul ed hearing date shall allow a
reasonable time for the preparation of a defense and nay not
be | ess than 20 days after the prehearing conference. An
order issued on a petition or on the court’s own initiative
shal | state:

(A) the time within which any answer by the all eged
contemmor shall be filed, which, absent good cause, nay not be

| ess than ten days after service of the order;



(B) the time and place at which the all eged contemor
shal | appear in person for (i) a prehearing conference, or
(1i) a hearing, or (iii) both and, if a hearing is schedul ed,
whether it is before a master pursuant to Rule [9-207 a

(1))(G171 9-208 (a)(1)(Q or before a judge; and

(© if incarceration to conpel conpliance with the
court's order is sought, a notice to the alleged contemor in
the followi ng form
TO THE PERSON ALLEGED TO BE I N CONTEMPT OF COURT:

1. It is alleged that you have di sobeyed a court order,
are in contenpt of court, and should go to jail until you obey
the court's order.

2. You have the right to have a lawer. |[If you already
have a | awyer, you should consult the | awer at once. |If you
do not now have a | awer, please note:

(a) A lawyer can be hel pful to you by:

(1) explaining the allegations against you;

(2) hel ping you determ ne and present any defense to
t hose al |l egati ons;

(3) explaining to you the possible outcones; and

(4) hel ping you at the hearing.

(b) Even if you do not plan to contest that you are in
contenpt of court, a |lawer can be hel pful.

(c) If you want a | awer but do not have the noney to hire



one, the Public Defender may provide a | awer for you.

C To find out if the Public Defender will provide a | awer
for you, you must contact the Public Defender after any
prehearing conference or master’s hearing and at least 10
business days before the date of a hearing before a
judge.

C | f no prehearing conference or master’s hearing is
schedul ed, you should contact the Public Defender as soon
as possible, at least 10 business days before the date of
the hearing before the judge.

C The court clerk will tell you how to contact the Public
Def ender .

(d) If you want a | awer but you cannot get one and the
Public Defender will not provide one for you, contact the
court clerk as soon as possible.

(e) DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE DATE OF YOUR COURT HEARI NG TO GET
A LAWER. If you do not have a | awer before the court hearing
date, the judge may find that you have wai ved your right to a
| awyer, and the hearing may be held with you unrepresented by
a |lawer.

3. |F YOU DO NOT APPEAR FOR A SCHEDULED PREHEARI NG

CONFERENCE, MASTER S HEARI NG OR COURT HEARI NG BEFORE THE

JUDGE, YOU W LL BE SUBJECT TO ARREST.

(d) Service of Oder



The order, together with a copy of any petition and
ot her docunent filed in support of the allegation of contenpt,
shall be served on the alleged contemmor pursuant to Rule 2-
121 or 3-121 or, if the alleged contemor has appeared as a
party in the action in which the contenpt is charged, in the
manner prescribed by the court.

(e) Waiver of Counsel if Incarceration is Sought
(1) Applicability
This section applies if incarceration is sought and
applies only to court hearings before a judge.
(2) Appearance in Court Wthout Counsel

(A If the alleged contemmor appears in court wthout
counsel, the court shall neke certain that the all eged
contemmor has received a copy of the order containing notice
of the right to counsel or was advised of the contents of the
notice in accordance with Rule [9-207 d] 9-208 (d);

(B) If the alleged contemmor indicates a desire to
wai ve counsel, the court shall determ ne, after an exam nation
of the alleged contemmor on the record, that the waiver is
knowi ng and vol untary;

(C© If the alleged contemor indicates a desire to have
counsel and the court finds that the alleged contemor
received a copy of the order containing notice of the right to

counsel or was advised of the contents of the notice pursuant



to Rule [9-207 d] 9-208 (d), the court shall permt the
al l eged contemmor to explain the appearance w t hout counsel.
If the court finds that there is a neritorious reason for the
al | eged contemmor's appearance w t hout counsel, the court
shall continue the action to a later tine and advi se the
al l eged contemmor that if counsel does not enter an appearance
by that tinme, the action will proceed with the all eged
contemmor unrepresented by counsel. If the court finds that
there is no neritorious reason for the alleged contemmor's
appearance w t hout counsel, the court may determ ne that the
al | eged contemor has wai ved counsel by failing or refusing to
obtain counsel and nmay proceed with the hearing.
(3) Discharge of Counse

If an all eged contemor requests permssion to
di scharge an attorney whose appearance has been entered, the
court shall permt the alleged contemmor to explain the
reasons for the request. |If the court finds that there is a
meritorious reason for the alleged contemmor's request, the
court shall permt the discharge of counsel, continue the
action if necessary, and advise the alleged contemmor that if
new counsel does not enter an appearance by the next schedul ed
hearing date, the action will be heard wth the all eged
contemmor unrepresented by counsel. |If the court finds (A

that the alleged contemor received a copy of the order



containing notice of the right to counsel or was advi sed of
the contents of the notice in accordance with Rule [9-207 d]
9-208 (d) and (B) that there is no neritorious reason for the
al l eged contemmor's request, the court may permt the

di scharge of counsel but shall first informthe alleged
contemmor that the hearing will proceed as scheduled with the

al | eged contemor unrepresented by counsel.

Source: This Rule is new.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TILE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS
CHAPTER 100 - COURT ADM NI STRATI VE STRUCTURE, JUDI Cl AL

DUTI ES, ETC.

AMEND Rul e 16-101 to clarify that the Chief Judge of the
Court of Appeals may del egate adm nistrative duties to retired
judges, to renpbve certain supervisory duties of the Crcuit
Adm ni strative Judge over the County Adm nistrative Judge, and

to make certain stylistic changes, as foll ows:

Rul e 16-101. Adm nistrative Responsibility.

a. Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.
1. Generally.
The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals [is] has
overall responsibility for the admnistration of the courts of

[the] this State. [Pursuant to this] In the execution of that

responsibility, [he shall appoint, to serve at his pleasure,]

t he Chi ef Judge:

(A) may exercise the authority granted by the Rules in

this Chapter or otherw se by |aw,

(B) shall appoint a State Court Adm nistrator to serve

at the pleasure of the Chief Judge;

(C may delegate admi nistrative duties to other persons




within the judicial system including retired judges recalled

pursuant to Md. Constitution, Article IV, 83A; and

(D) [In order to pronote the efficient utilization of

judicial manpower, the equalization of judicial workloads, and
t he expeditious disposition of cases, he] may assign a judge

of any court [,] other than an Orphans' Court to sit

tenporarily in any other court [within the judicial system].
[He may del egate administrative, duties within the judicial
system ]

2. Pretrial Proceedings in Certain Crimnal Cases

The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, nmay by

Adm nistrative Order, require in any county a pretrial
proceeding in the District Court for an offense within the
jurisdiction of the District Court punishable by inprisonnent
for a period in excess of 90 days.

b. Chief Judge of the Court of Special Appeals.

The Chi ef Judge of the Court of Special Appeals shall,
subject to the direction of the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s, and pursuant to the provisions of this Title, be
responsi ble for the adm nistration of the Court of Speci al
Appeals. Wth respect to the adm nistration of the Court of
Speci al Appeals, and to the extent applicable, [he] the Chief

Judge of the Court of Special Appeals shall possess the

authority granted to a County Adm nistrative Judge in section



d of this Rule.
c. GCircuit Adm nistrative Judge.
1. Designation

In each judicial circuit there shall be a Grcuit Adm nis-
trative Judge[. He], who shall be appointed by order[,] and
serve at the pleasure of the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s[, provided that]. 1In the absence of any such
appoi ntment, the Chief Judge of the judicial circuit shall be
the Crcuit Adm nistrative Judge.

2. Duties.
[(a) Generally.]

Each Circuit Adm nistrative Judge shall be generally
responsi ble for the admnistration of the several courts
within [his] the judicial circuit, pursuant to these Rules and
subject to the direction of the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeals. Each Circuit Adm nistrative Judge shall also be
responsi ble for the supervision of the County Adm nistrative
Judges within [his] the judicial circuit and nmay perform any

of the duties of a County Admi nistrative Judge. [He]l The

Circuit Adm nistrative Judge shall also call a neeting of al

judges of [his] the judicial circuit at |east once every six
nmont hs.

[(b) Renoved Cases--Approval Authority.

In the interest of expediting the trial of a renpved action,



crimnal cause, or issue, and of equalizing judicial work

| oads to the extent feasible, it shall be the duty of a judge,
before exercising renoval authority designating a Court within
his judicial circuit to which such action, crimnal cause, or

i ssue shall be renoved, to obtain the approval of the Grcuit
Adm ni strative Judge for such designation. It shall also be
the duty of a judge, before exercising renoval authority to a
jurisdiction without the judicial circuit, to nake inquiry of
the Grcuit Adm nistrative Judge of the Crcuit to which it is
proposed to make the renoval concerning the trial cal endar and
judicial work |oads of any Court to which it is contenpl ated
the action, crimnal cause, or issue may be renoved and to
gi ve consideration to the recommendati ons of such G rcuit

Adm ni strative Judge. The Circuit Adm nistrative Judge, in
the interest of expediting the renoval process, may at any
time or fromtine to tinme del egate his approval authority
under this Rule to any judge or judges within his judicial
circuit.]

Cross reference[s]: For nore detailed provisions pertaining
to the duties of Grcuit Adm nistrative Judges, see section
(d) of Rule 4-344 [(d)] (Sentencing -- Review); Rule 16-103
(Assi gnment of Judges); and Rule 16-104 (Judicial Leave) [;
Rul e 16- 105 (Reports to Be Filed); Rule 15-106 (Court
Sessions--Hol i days--Tinme for Convening); Rule 16-201 a (Mtion

Day). For renoval in civil actions and crimnal causes, see
Rul es 2-505 and 4-254].

[Committee note: Section c of this Rule is based on portions
of the Court of Appeals Adm nistrative and Procedural



Regul ation of July 17, 1967. Under the Rule, and particularly
the portions thereof, dealing with the Crcuit Admnistrative
Judge, the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals is free to
appoint any judge of a circuit, including but not necessarily
limted to the Chief Judge of that circuit, to be Crcuit

Adm ni strative Judge. The judge so appointed, even if he is
not the Chief Judge of the Circuit, exercises the

adm ni strative powers granted in this and other rules, such as
Rul e 16-103, dealing wth assignnment of judges. The intent of
this Rule is to vest admnistrative power, at the judicial
circuit level, inthe Crcuit Admnistrative Judge. 1In this
regard, it should be noted that a Chief Judge has no inherent
adm ni strative power or authority, wth the exception of the
right to preside at sessions of his court, when nore than one
judge is present. See Bean v. Boryea, 81 Cal. 151, 22 Pac.
513 (1889); In re Opinion of the Justices, 271 Mass. 575, 171
N. E. 237, 240 (1930), and 48 C.J.S. "Judges," 82. Under this
and other rules, the duty of selecting a panel for review of
crimnal sentences, as set forth in Article 27, 8645JA, of the
Code, would be vested in the Crcuit Adm nistrative Judge and
not the Chief Judge. So would the duty of arranging for a
sitting of the court en banc under Article IV, 822, of the
Constitution. However, this Rule is not intended to interfere
with the present practice of issuing process in the nane of
the Chief Judge of a Grcuit.]

d. County Adm nistrative Judge.
1. Designation

[In the first seven judicial circuits, the Grcuit
Adm ni strative Judge of a judicial circuit may, fromtine to
time, and with approval of the] The Chief Judge of the Court
of Appeal s[, by order] may appoint a judge of the Crcuit
Court for any county [within his judicial circuit] to be
County Adm nistrative Judge of the Crcuit Court for [such]
that county. A County Adm nistrative Judge [may be repl aced
by the Circuit Adm nistrative Judge of his circuit with the

approval of the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals or by]



shall serve in that capacity at the pleasure of the Chief

Judge of the Court of Appeals [on his own notion. 1In the

Ei ghth Judicial Grcuit the Crcuit Adm nistrative Judge shal
have all the powers and duties of a County Adm nistrative
Judge].

[Committee note: This is essentially the | anguage of
Paragraph 3 of the July 17, 1967 Adm ni strative and Procedur al
Regul ation of the Court of Appeals, except that the Grcuit
Adm ni strative Judge is nade the basic appointing and

repl acing authority to enphasize and reinforce his position in
the adm nistrative hierarchy. No express provision is nmade
for a "County Adm nistrative Judge"” in any of the Suprene
Bench courts, since the peculiar organization of these courts
and their present method of functioning seens to nmake such
unnecessary. The Circuit Admnistrative Judge in the Eighth
Judicial Grcuit is given the powers of a County

Adm ni strative Judge and pursuant to subsection 3 of this
section may del egate portions of his authority to other judges
of the Suprene Bench. ]

2. Duties.
Subj ect to the [general ] supervision of the Chief Judge of
the Court of Appeals [and to the direct supervision of his

Crcuit Admnistrative Judge, particularly with reference to

assi gnment of judges and of cases], a County Administrative

Judge shall be responsible for the adm nistration of justice

and for the admnistration of the court for [which he is

County Admi nistrative Judge] that county. [H s] The duties

shal | i ncl ude:

(1) supervision of all judges, officers, and enpl oyees

of [his] the court[, and of officers and enpl oyees of court],



including the authority to assign judges within [his] the
court pursuant to Rule 16-103 (Assignnent of Judges);

(1i) supervision and expeditious disposition of cases
filed in [his] the court[,] and the control of the trial
cal endar and ot her cal endars [therein], including the
authority to assign cases for trial and hearing pursuant to
Rul e 16-102 (Chanbers Judge) and Rule 16-202 (Assignnment of
Actions for Trial);

(i) preparation of the court’s budget [of his court];

(iv) ordering [of] the purchase of all equi pnent and
supplies for [his] the court and its ancillary services, such
as master, auditor, exam ner, court adm nistrator, court
st enographer, jury conmm ssioner, staff of the nedical and
probation offices, and all additional court personnel other
t han personnel conprising the Cerk of Court's office;

(v) subject to the approval of a majority of the judges
of [his] the court, supervision of [,] and responsibility
for[,] the enpl oynent, discharge, and classification of court
personnel and personnel of its ancillary services and the
mai nt enance of personnel files. However, each judge (subject
to budget limtations) shall have the exclusive right to

enpl oy and di scharge [his] the judge's personal secretary and

| aw cl erk; and




Commttee note: Article IV, 89, of the Constitution gives the
judges of any court the power to appoint officers[,] and,
thus, requires joint exercise of the personnel power. A
simlar provision was included in the July 17, 1967
Adm ni strative and Procedure regul ation.

(vi) [In general, the] inplenmentation and enforcenent of
all policies, rules, and directives of the Court of Appeals,
its Chief Judge, and the [Director of the Adm nistrative

Ofice of the Courts] State Court Admi nistrator, [and his

Circuit Admnistrative Judge,] and [the] performance of [such]
any other duties [as may be] necessary for the effective

adm ni stration of the judicial business of [his] the court and
the pronpt disposition of litigation [therein].

Cross reference: [For specific duties of a County

Adm ni strative Judge,] See also Rule 16-102 (Chanbers Judge);

Rul e 16-103 (Assignment of Judges); Rule 16-201 (Mtion Day--
Cal endar); and Rule 16-202 (Assignnent of Actions for Trial).

3. Power to Del egate.
(i) A County Adm nistrative judge[, with the approva
of his Crcuit Adm nistrative Judge,] nay del egate to any
judge, [or] to any conm ttee of judges, [of his court,] or to
any officer or enployee [of such court, such of the those] any

of the admnistrative responsibilities, duties, and functions

[i nposed upon him] of the County Adm ni strative Judge [as he,

in his discretion, shall deem necessary or desirable].

(ii) In the inplenentation of Code, Article 27, 8591

and Rule 4-271 (a), a County Adm nistrative Judge may



authorize (A) with the approval of the Chief Judge of the
Court of Appeals, [authorize] one or nore judges to postpone
crimnal cases on appeal fromthe District Court or
transferred fromthe District Court because of a demand for
jury trial, and (B) [authorize] not nore than one judge at a
time to postpone all other crimnal cases.

4. Single Judge Counti es.

In [any] a county [in which there is but] that has only one

resident judge of the Crcuit Court, [such] that judge shal
exercise[, as appropriate,] the power and authority of a

County Admi nistrative Judge.

[Comment.--1n general, section d (County Adm nistrative Judge)
i s based upon the Court of Appeals Adm nistrative and
Procedural Regulation of July 17, 1967. Authority for the
Rule is derived fromArticle IV, 818, of the Constitution,
designating the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals as

adm ni strative head of the judicial systemand granting
general rul e-nmaki ng and assi gnnent power; the grant of

adm ni strative rul e-making authority contained in Chapter 444,
Acts of 1966, the provisions of Chapter 468, Acts of 1968,
dealing with the distribution of judicial work | oads and
vacations; the provisions of CJ 81-201, of the Code dealing

wi th rul e-maki ng power of the judges of the several courts of
the State; and the inherent power of courts to prescribe rules
to effectuate the adm nistration of justice, including the

i nherent power of superior courts to regulate inferior courts;
see, e.g., Petite v. Estate of Papachrist, 219 M. 173, 148
A.2d 377 (1959); Annots., "Power of Court to Prescribe Rules
of Pl eadings, Practice and Procedure,” 110 A L.R 22 (1937);
158 A L.R 705 (1945); Dow ing, The Inherent Power of the
Judiciary, 21 A B.A J. 835 (1935); Pound, Procedure Under

Rul es of Court in New Jersey, 66 Harv. L. Rev. 28 (1952).]

Source: This Rule is derived fromforner Rule 1200.




MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS
CHAPTER 200 - THE CALENDAR- - ASSI GNVENT AND DI SPOSI TI ON

OF MOTI ONS AND CASES

AVEND Rul e 16-202 to conformto the revision of Title 9,

Chapter 200, as follows:

Rul e 16-202. ASSI GNMENT OF ACTI ONS FOR TRI AL

b. Case Managenent Plan; Infornmation Report.

(1) The County Adm nistrative Judge shall devel op and,
upon approval by the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals,
i npl ement and nonitor a case managenent plan for the pronpt
and efficient scheduling and disposition of actions in the
circuit court. The plan shall include a system of
differentiated case managenent in which actions are classified
according to conplexity and priority and are assigned to a
schedul i ng category based on that classification. In courts
that have a famly division, the plan shall provide criteria
for (A) requiring parties in an action assigned to the famly
division to attend a scheduling conference in accordance with
Rule 2-504.1 (a)(1) and (B) identifying actions in the famly
division that are appropriate for assignnment to a specific

j udge who shall be responsible for the entire case unless the



County Adm nistrative Judge subsequently decides to reassign

it.



Cross reference. See Rule [9-204.1] 9-204 for provisions that
may be included in the case managenent plan concerni ng an
educational seminar for parties in actions in which child
support, custody, or visitation are invol ved.

(2) I'n devel oping and inpl enenting the case nanagenent
pl an, the County Adm nistrative Judge shall (i) consult with
the Adm nistrative Ofice of the Courts and with other county
adm ni strative judges who have devel oped or are in the process
of devel oping such plans in an effort to achieve as mnuch
consi stency and uniformty anong the plans as is reasonably
practicable, and (ii) seek the assistance of the county bar
associ ation and such other interested groups and persons as
t he judge deens advi sabl e. (3) As part of the plan, the
clerk shall nmake available to the parties, w thout charge, a
form approved by the County Adm nistrative Judge that wll
provide the informati on necessary to inplenent the case
managenent plan. The information contained in the information
report shall not be used for any purpose other than case
managenent .

(4) The clerk of each circuit court shall nake avail able
for public inspection a copy of the current adm nistrative
order of the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals exenpting

categories of actions fromthe information report requirenent

of Rule 2-111 (a).



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TI TLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS
CHAPTER 200 - THE CALENDAR- - ASSI GNVENT AND DI SPQOSI Tl ON
OF MOTI ONS AND CASES
AVEND Rul e 16-204 to conformit to the revision of Title
9,

Chapter 200, as foll ows:

Rul e 16-204. Famly Division and Support Services.

(a) Famly Division

(4) Responsibilities of the County Adm nistrative Judge
The County Adm nistrative Judge of the Crcuit Court
for each county having a famly division shall:

(A) allocate sufficient available judicial resources to
the famly division so that actions are heard expeditiously in
accordance wth applicable | aw and the case managenent pl an
requi red by Rule 16-202 b;

Comm ttee note: This Rule neither requires nor prohibits the
assi gnnent of one or nore judges to hear famly division cases
on a full-tinme basis. Rather, it allows each County

Adm ni strative Judge the flexibility to determ ne how t hat
county's judicial assignnments are to be nade so that actions
inthe famly division are heard expeditiously. Additional
matters for county-by-county determ nation include whether and
to what extent masters, special nasters, and exam ners are
used to assist in the resolution of famly division cases.
Nothing in this Rule affects the authority of a circuit court
judge to act on any matter within the jurisdiction of the
circuit court.



(B) provide in the case managenent plan required by Rule
16-202 b criteria for:

(1) requiring parties in an action assigned to the
famly division to attend a scheduling conference in
accordance with Rule 2-504.1 (a)(1) and

(ii) identifying those actions in the fam|ly division
that are appropriate for assignnment to a specific judge who
shal |l be responsible for the entire case unless the County
Adm ni strative Judge subsequently decides to reassign it;

Cross reference: For rules concerning the referral of matters
to masters as of course, see Rules 2-541 and [9-207] 9-208.

(C appoint a famly support services coordi nator whose
responsi bilities include:
(1) conmpiling, maintaining, and providing lists of
avai l abl e public and private famly support services,
(ii) coordinating and nonitoring referrals in actions
assigned to the famly division, and
(ii1) reporting to the County Adm nistrative Judge
concerning the need for additional famly support services or
the nodification of existing services; and
(D) prepare and submt to the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s, no later than October 15 of each year, a witten
report that includes a description of famly support services

needed by the court's famly division, a fiscal note that



estimates the cost of those services for the follow ng fiscal
year, and, whenever practicable, an estimte of the fiscal
needs of the Cerk of the Crcuit Court for the county

pertaining to the fam |y division.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS

CHAPTER 400 - ATTORNEYS, OFFI CERS OF COURT AND OTHER PERSONS

DELETE Rule 16-402 in its entirety, as foll ows:

[Rul e 16-402. ATTORNEYS AND OTHER OFFI CERS NOT TO BECOVE

SURETI ES

No attorney or other officer or enployee of a court, or
of any office serving a court, shall be accepted as security
for costs or surety on any bond, or be received as bail in any

case. Source: This Rule is fornmer Rule 1221.]



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS

CHAPTER 400 - ATTORNEYS, OFFI CERS OF COURT AND OTHER PERSONS

AMEND Rul e 16-404 to nake certain provisions applicable
to

court reporters in the District Court, to add a certain cross
reference follow ng section b., to require the recordi ng of
certain proceedings in the circuit courts, and to nmake certain

stylistic changes, as foll ows:

Rul e 16-404. Admnistration of [Circuit] Court Reporters.

a. Applicability.

Section b of this Rule applies to court reporters in the

circuit courts and the District Court. Sections c, d, and e

apply in the circuit courts only.

[a.] b. Establishnment of Regul ations and Standards.
The Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals shall [fromtinme to
time] prescribe regulations and standards regarding [circuit]

court reporters and the systemof reporting in the courts of
the State. The regulations and standards may incl ude

[provisions relative to]:

(1) the selection, qualifications, and responsibilities



of court reporters;
(2) procedures and regul ations [for court reportingl;
(3) preparation, typing, and format of transcripts;
(4) charges for transcripts and copies;
(5) preservation and nai ntenance of reporting notes,
however recorded;
(6) equipnent and supplies utilized in reporting;, and

(7) procedures for filing and maintaining adm nistrative

records and reports.

Cross reference: Rul e 16-504 a.

[b.1 c. Nunmber of Court Reporters--Supervisory Court

Reporter.

Each circuit court shall have the nunber of court reporters
recommended by the County Adm nistrative Judge and approved by
the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. |In a county with
nore than one court reporter, the County Adm nistrative Judge
shal | designate one as supervisory court reporter, to serve at

[his] the pleasure of the County Adm nistrative Judge. The

Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals shall prescribe the duties
of the supervisory court reporter.

[c.]1 d. Supervision of Court Reporters.

Subj ect to the general supervision of the Chief Judge of the
Court of Appeals and to the direct supervision of [his] the

Circuit Admnistrative Judge, the County Adm nistrative Judge



shal | have [the] supervisory responsibility for the court
reporters in [his] that county. The County Adm nistrative
Judge may del egate supervisory responsibility to the
supervisory court reporter, including the assignnment of court
reporters to attend to the record at each session of the court
and every other proceeding as provided in this Rule or by
order of the court.

[d.]1 e. Methods of Reporting--Proceedings to Be Recorded.

Each court reporter assigned to record a proceedi ng shal
record verbati mby shorthand, stenotype, mechanical or
el ectroni ¢ sound recordi ng nethods, or any conbi nation of
t hese net hods, subject to regul ations and standards prescribed

by the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. Unless the court

and the parties agree otherwi se, all proceedings held in open

court, including opening statenents, closing argunents, and

heari ngs on notions, shall be recorded in their entirety.

[1. Crimnal Cases.
(a) Trial on Merits OQther than District Court Appeals.
In crimnal cases, other than appeals fromthe District
Court, the entire trial on the nerits held in open court,
i ncl udi ng openi ng statenents and cl osi ng argunents of counsel;
(b) Appeals fromDistrict Court.
In appeals fromthe District Court, upon specific request of

the judge or a party, the entire trial on the nerits held in



open court, including opening statenents and cl osi ng argunents
of counsel;
(c) Modtions and O her Proceedi ngs.

Upon specific request of the judge or a party the entire or
any designated part of the hearing on all notions or other
proceedi ngs before the court.

2. CGvil Cases.
(a) Trial on Merits Qther than District Court Appeals.

In civil cases, other than appeals de novo fromthe D strict
Court, the entire trial on the nerits held in open court,
excl udi ng openi ng statenents and cl osi ng argunents of counsel
unl ess requested by the judge or a party;

(b) De Novo Appeals fromDistrict Court.

In appeals de novo fromthe District Court, upon specific

request of the judge or a party, the entire trial on the
merits held in open court, including, if requested opening
statenents and cl osing argunents of counsel

(c) Modtions and O her Proceedi ngs.

Upon specific request of the judge or a party, the entire or
any designated part of the hearing on all notions or other
proceedi ngs before the court.

e. Mintenance and Filing of Adm nistrative Records.

The Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals may prescribe

procedures for the maintenance and filing of adm nistrative



records and reports with the Admnistrative Ofice of the
Courts and the Circuit Adm nistrative Judge. ]

Source: This Rule is former Rule 1224.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
TITLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS

CHAPTER 500 - COURT ADM NI STRATI ON - DI STRI CT COURT

AMEND Rul e 16-504 to require the audi o recording of al
trials, hearings, and ot her proceedi ngs before a judge in the
District Court, to add a certain provision concerning other

recording, and to delete section b, as foll ows:

Rul e 16-504. Recording of Proceedi ngs.

[a. Recording.]

Al trials, [and] hearings, and other proceedings before

a judge [or examiner] in open court shall be recorded verbatim

[ei ther stenographically or] by an [el ectronic] audio
recordi ng device provided by the court. [, and] The Chi ef

Judge of the District Court may authorize recordi ng by

addi tional neans. The recording shall be filed anpng the

court records.
[b. Access to Recording.

If a proceeding is recorded by sound recordi ng device, a
party to the proceedi ng shall have access to the sound
recording for the purpose of having the recording replayed or
transcri bed, subject to such procedures and regul ations as the

Chi ef Judge of the District Court of Maryland may prescribe. ]



Cross reference: See Rule 16-404 b concerning regul ati ons and

standards applicable to court reporting in all courts of the
St at e.

Source: This Rule is forner MD.R 1224.



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS

CHAPTER 800 - M SCELLANEQUS

AMEND Rul e 16-802 to nodify the objectives of the
Judi ci al

Conference, to elimnate the Executive Commttee of the
Mar yl and

Judi ci al Conference, to add a Judicial Council of the Maryl and
Judi cial Conference and to make certain stylistic changes, as

foll ows:

Rul e 16-802. MARYLAND JUDI Cl AL CONFERENCE AND COUNCI L

[a.] (a) Conference and Council Established[ - Cbjectives]

There is a Judicial Conference, known as "The Maryl and

Judi ci al Conference,” to consider the status of judicial

business in the various courts, [to devise nmeans for relieving
congestion of dockets where it nmay be necessary, to consider
i nprovenents of practice and procedure in the courts, to

consi der and recomend] appropriate |egislation, and changes

in rules and to exchange ideas with respect to the inprovenent
of the adm nistration of justice in Maryland and the judici al

systemin Maryland. There is a Judicial Council, which is

part of the Maryl and Judi cial Conference. The Judici al

Counci| guides the Maryl and Judi cial Conference in nmaintaining




t he cohesi veness, |eadership, and efficacy of the judiciary.

[ COVMVENT
This is fornmer Rule 1226 a 1, w thout substantive change. ]

[b.1 (b) Menbership of Conference

The nmenbers of the Judicial Conference are the judges

of the[:] Court of Appeals of Mryland, Court of Speci al

Appeal s, circuit courts of the counties, and District Court of

Mar yl and.
[1. Court of Appeals of Mryl and;
2. Court of Special Appeals;
3. CGrcuit courts of the counties;
4. The District Court of Mryl and.
COVMVENT
This is former Rule 1226 a 2 without substantive change. ]
[c.]1 (c) Chair [and Vice Chair]
[1.] The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals of Maryl and

is the Chair of the Judicial Conference and the Judici al

Counci | .

[2. At its annual session, the Judicial Conference shal
elect a Vice Chair, who shall have all the powers and duties
of the Chair, but who shall serve only at the direction of the
Chair, or in the absence of the Chair.]

[d.]1 (d) [Executive Commttee] Duties and Menbers of the




Judi cial Council [of Maryland Judicial Conference]

[1.1 (1) [Establishnment -] Duties
[a. There is an Executive Commttee of the Judicial
Conference. The Executive Comm ttee consists of 19 nenbers. ]
[b.]1 Between plenary sessions of the Maryland Judi ci al

Conf erence, the [Executive Comm ttee] Judicial Council shal

performthe functions of the Conference and [shall ]:

[(1)1 (A shall submt recommendations for the
i nprovenent of the adm nistration of justice in Maryland to
the Chief Judge, the Court of Appeals, and the ful
Conference, as appropriatel[.]; (B) [The Executive
Comm ttee] may [al so] submit recommendations to the Governor,
the General Assenbly, or both, [of them but these
recommendations shall be transmtted] but only through the
Chi ef Judge and the Court of Appeals, [and] who shall [be
forwarded] forward [to the Governor or Ceneral Assenbly, or
both,] themw th any comments or additional recommendations

that the Chief Judge or the Court deens [deened] appropriate

[by the Chief Judge or the Court.];
[(2)] (O shall establish commttees of the Judici al
Conference pursuant to section (f) of this Rule, and approve

and coordinate the work of those commttees[.];

[(3)1 (D) plan educational prograns to inprove the



adm ni stration of justice in Maryland[.]; and
[(4)1 (E) plan sessions of the Conference in
conjunction with the Conference Chair.
[2.1 (2) Menbers
[a.1 (A [The 15 el ected nmenbers of the Executive

Commttee are a circuit court and a District Court judge from
each of the seven appellate judicial circuits; and a judge of

the Court of Special Appeals.] The Judicial Council consists

of 16 nmenbers, nanely, the Chief Judge, the Chief Judge of the

Court of Special Appeals, the Chair of the Conference of

Circuit Judges, the Chief Judge of the District Court, the

State Court Administrator, the Chair of the Conference of

Circuit Court Cderks, the Chief derk of the District Court,

and ni ne nenbers appointed by the Chief Judge pursuant to

subsection (d)(2)(B) of this Rule.




[(b)1 (B) [The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, the
Chi ef Judge of the Court of Special Appeals, the Chair of the
Conference of G rcuit Judges, and the Chief Judge of the
District Court are nenbers of the Executive Committee ex

officio without vote.] The menbers of the Judicial Counci

appoi nted by the Chief Judge are four circuit court judges,

consisting of two circuit admnistrative judges and two

el ected nenbers fromthe Conference of Circuit Court Judges;

four District Court judges, consisting of two District

Adm ni strative judges and two el ected nenbers of the

Adm ni strative Judges Conm ttee; and one court adm nistrator

of a circuit court.

[3.1 (3) Terns
[Subj ect to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this
section, an elected nenber of the Executive Conmttee serves
two-year termand until a successor is elected. The term
begins on July 1 and ends on June 30. An el ected nenber may
not serve nore than two consecutive two-year ternms in any

si x-year period.] The term of each appointed nenber is two

years. The terns of the nenbers shall be staggered.

[4. Elections
(a) Not later than May 1 of each year, the executive
secretary of the Conference shall advise the Chief Judge of

the Court of Special Appeals, each county adm nistrative



judge, and the Chief Judge of the District Court of the nunber
of menbers of the Executive Comm ttee from each court and in
each appellate judicial circuit to be elected in that year.

(b) Not later than June 1 of each year, the Court of
Speci al Appeals shall elect the Executive Commttee nenber to
which it is entitled in that year. The nmethod of election
shall be as determ ned by that court.

(c) Not later than June 1 of each year, the judges of
the circuit courts in each appellate judicial circuit and of
the District Court in each appellate judicial circuit shal
el ect the nenbers of the Executive Commttee to which they,
respectively, are entitled in that year. The nethods of
election for circuit court judges shall be as determ ned by
t he judges of those courts within each appellate judicial
circuit. The nethods of election of District Court judges
shall be as determ ned by the judges of that court wthin each
appel late judicial circuit.

(d) Pronptly after the elections, the Chief Judge of
the Court of Special Appeals, the circuit court judge who has
been el ected fromeach appellate judicial circuit, and the
Chi ef Judge of the District Court shall advise the executive

secretary of the individuals selected fromthat court.]
[5.1 (4) Vacancies

[(a)] |If a vacancy occurs on the [Executive Conmittee]



Judi ci al Council because an [el ected] appoi nted nmenber resigns

fromthe [Commttee] Council, leaves judicial office, or is
appointed or elected to a judicial office other than the

of fice the nmenber held when [el ected] appointed to the
[Committee] Council, [the executive secretary shall pronptly
notify the Chief Judge of the Court of Special Appeals, if the
vacated position was held by a judge of that court; the county
adm ni strative judges of the appropriate appellate judicial
circuit, if the vacated position was held by a judge of a
circuit court; or the Chief Judge of the District Court if the
vacated position was held by a judge of that court] the Chair

shal | appoint a replacenent nenber to serve for the unexpired

bal ance of the predecessor’s term

[(b) Wthin 30 days after the notification, the
i ndividual notified shall cause an election to be held by the
j udges of the Court of Special Appeals, the judges of the
circuit court within the appropriate appellate judici al
circuit, or the judges of the District Court within the
appropriate appellate judicial circuit, so that the vacancy
shall be filled by election of a judge fromthe sane court or
court level as that fromwhich the judge's predecessor had
been el ected. The executive secretary shall be notified
pronptly of the individual elected. The individual elected

serves for the unexpired bal ance of the predecessor's term



and until a successor is elected.
6. Chair and Vice Chair

(a) The elected nenbers of the Executive Commttee
shal | el ect annually, fromanong their menbers, a Chair and
Vice Chair, to serve until the June 30 followi ng their
el ection, and until their successors are el ected.

(b) If the position of Chair or Vice Chair becones
vacant, it shall be filled by election by the Executive
Comm ttee nenbers fromanong its el ected nenbers. The
i ndi vidual elected to fill the vacancy serves for the
unexpi red bal ance of the predecessor's term and until a
successor i s elected. ]

[e.]1 (e) Secretariat
The Administrative Ofice of the Courts is the
secretariat for the Conference. [and for all of its
comm ttees, including the Executive Commttee. The State
Court Adm nistrator is the Executive Secretary of the
Conf er ence. ]
[ COMVENT
This is former Rule 1226 a 3, without substantive change. ]
[f.1 (f) Committees
[1.1 (1) Establishnent
In consultation with the Chair of the Judicial

Conf erence, the [Executive Comm ttee] Judicial Council shal




establish the commttees of the Conference it considers

necessary or desirable fromtinme to tine and appoint the chair

and nenbers of each commttee.

[2. Appoi nt ment
In consultation with the Chair of the Judici al
Conference, the Chair of the Executive Commttee shall appoint

t he Chair and nenbers of each comm ttee. ]
[3.1 (2) Duties
[Each committee shall nmeet at] At the tinme or tines

[its] each commttee's chair designates, the conmttee shal

neet to receive, discuss, and consider suggestions pertaining

to its area of responsibility. Each commttee shall nake

reports to the [Executive Comm ttee] Judicial Council as

required by the [Commttee] Council [,] and [shall] submt an

annual report to the Judicial Conference through the

[Executive Comm ttee] Judicial Council.

[g.1 (g) Sessions of the Conference

Unl ess otherw se ordered by the Court of Appeals, [The]

t he Conference shall neet in general session at |east once a

year at the tinme and pl ace designated by the [Executive

Comm ttee] Judicial Council [, unless otherw se ordered by the

Court of Appeals]. Each session of the Conference shall be

for the nunber of days the work of the Conference may require.



[ COMMENT

This is in substance fornmer Rule 1226 a 7.]

Source: This Rule is derived in part fromfornmer Rule 1226
and is in part new.




MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
TITLE 16 - COURTS, JUDGES, AND ATTORNEYS

CHAPTER 800 - M SCELLANEQUS

AMEND Rul e 16-817 to make it gender-neutral, to organize
bail bond comm ssioners by appellate judicial circuits, and to

provide that the Chief Cerk of the District Court is to
receive

the list of bail bondsnmen |licensed within a particul ar
appel | ate

circuit, as foll ows:

Rul e 16-817. Appoi ntnent of Bail Bond Comm ssioner--Licensing

and Regul ati on of Bail Bondsnen.

A mgjority of the judges of the circuit courts in any

appellate judicial circuit nay appoint a bail bond

comm ssioner and |license and regul ate bail bondsnmen and
acceptance of bail bonds. Each bail bond comm ssi oner

appoi nted pursuant to this Rule shall prepare, maintain, and
periodically distribute to all District Court comm ssioners

and clerks within [his] the jurisdiction of the appellate

judicial circuit for posting in their respective offices,

[and] to the State Court Adm nistrator, and to the Chief Cerk

of the District Court, an al phabetical |ist of bail bondsnen

licensed to wite bail bonds within the appellate judicial



circuit, showi ng the bail bondsman's nane, business address
and tel ephone nunber, and any limt on the anmobunt of any one
bond, and the aggregate Iimt on all bonds, each bail bondsman

is authorized to wite.

MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
APPENDI X:  FORMS

FORM | NTERROGATORI ES

AMEND Form No. 2 - General Definitions, to include in
Standard General Definition (b) a requirenent that the present

custodi an of a docunent be identified, as foll ows:

Form No. 2 - GENERAL DEFINITIONS

Definitions

In these interrogatories, the follow ng definitions

appl y:

(b) Identify, identity, Or identification, (1) when used
in reference to a natural person, neans that person*s ful

name, |ast known address, hone and busi ness tel ephone nunbers,

and present occupation or business affiliation; (2) when used



in reference to a person other than a natural person, neans
t hat person's full nanme, a description of the nature of the
person (that is, whether it is a corporation, partnership,
etc. under the definition of person below), and the person*s

| ast known address, tel ephone nunber, and principal place of

busi ness; (3) when used in reference to any person after the
person has been properly identified previously neans the
person's nane; and (4) when used in reference to a document,

requires you to state the date, the author (or, if different,

the signer or signers), the addressee, the identity of the

present custodi an of the document, and the type of document

(e.g., letter, nenorandum telegram or chart[, etc.]) or to

attach an accurate copy of the document to your answer,

appropriately |labeled to correspond to the interrogatory.

(Standard CGeneral Definition (b).)



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
APPENDI X:  FORMS

FORM | NTERROGATORI ES

AMEND Form No. 7 - Mdtor Vehicle Tort Interrogatories, to
clarify Standard Motor Vehicle Tort Interrogatory No. 10, as

fol | ows:
Form No. 7 - Motor Vehicle Tort Interrogatories

Interrogatories

10. If a report with respect to the occurrence was nade
in the ordinary course of business, state the date [of] on
which the report was nade, [and] the identity of the person

who nade the report, and whether the report was witten, oral,

or in sone other form 1Identify each document contai ni ng

i nformati on concerning the report and the custodian of the

document. (Standard Motor Vehicle Tort Interrogatory No. 10.)



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
APPENDI X:  FORMS

FORM | NTERROGATORI ES

ADD new Form No. 9 - Product Liability Definitions, to
t he

Appendi x of Forns, FormInterrogatories, as follows:

Form No. 9 - PRODUCT LIABILITY DEFINITIONS

Definitions

(a) Component neans a part or ingredient. (Standard
Product Liability Definition (a).)

(b) Component(s) at issue neans the [insert description
of the alleged defective component(s) of The Product, e.(g.,
“the steering nechanisni] alleged to be defective in this
action. |If The Product has only one component, the component
at issue IS The Product. (Standard Product Liability
Definition (b).)

(c) Component substantially similar to the component(s)
at issue neans ...[insert fact-specific description of
“conponent substantially simlar to the conponent(s) at
i ssue’].

(d) Occurrence, unless otherw se indicated, neans the



accident or other event conplained of in the pleadings.
(Standard Product Liability Definition (d).)

(e) Product information neans an instruction or warning
as to use or risks of a product. (Standard Product Liability
Definition (e).

(f) Substantially similar product neans ...[insert fact-

specific definition of “substantially simlar product”].

(g) The Product neans the particular [insert description

of product, e.g., “XYZ Motors 1999 Dreambil e bearing Vehicle
| dentification Nunber ABCD1234EFGH56"] alleged in the pleadi ngs

to have been involved in the occurrence. (Standard Product

Liability Definition (Qg).)

Committee note: Definitions (a), (b), (d), (e), and (g), in
addition to the General Definitions, are designed to be used
in product liability cases. Optional Definition (c) is
designed to be used in conjunction with Standard Product
Liability Interrogatories Nos. 39, 40, 44, and 45, and
optional Definition (f) is designed to be used in conjunction
with Nos. 5, 9, 32, 33, 34, 36, and 40. The Conmmttee has
concluded that it is not possible to fornulate generic
definitions for the terns “component substantially similar to
the component(s) at issue” and “substantially similar
product.” |If an interrogating party elects to include the
optional references to “substantially simlar” products or
conponents in the standard interrogatories, the interrogator
shoul d define those terns with sufficient particularity in the
context of the facts at issue. |If Definition (c) is not used,
Interrogatory No. 39 and the bracketed | anguage in
Interrogatories Nos. 40, 44, and 45 should be omtted. |If
Definition (f) is not used, the bracketed | anguage in
Interrogatories Nos. 5, 9, 32, 33, 34, 36, and 40 should be
omtted.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
APPENDI X:  FORMS

FORM | NTERROGATORI ES

ADD new Form No. 10 - Product Liability Interrogatories,
to

t he Appendi x of Forns, FormInterrogatories, as foll ows:

Form No. 10 - PRODUCT LIABILITY INTERROGATORIES

Interrogatories For Use by Either Party

1. Identify the specific provision(s) of each
governmental or industry regulation, standard, guideline,
recomendati on, accepted practice, or customthat you contend
was applicable to the design, nmanufacture, performance,
testing, certification, or safety of the component(s) at issue
at the time The Product |l eft the manufacturer's control.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 1.)

2. State whether The Product underwent any change in its
condition between the tinme it left the manufacturer's control
and the tinme of the occurrence and, if so, describe each
change in condition. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 2.)

3. State whether The Product underwent any change in its

condition between the tinme of the occurrence and the present



and, if so, describe each change in condition. (Standard
Product Liability Interrogatory No. 3.)

4. State whether, at any tine after the occurrence, you
or any person on your behalf exam ned The Product or any of
its components and, if so, describe the nature and results of
each exam nation, identify the person who perforned it, and
identify each document that refers to it. (Standard Product
Liability Interrogatory No. 4.)

5. State whether, at any tinme, you or any person On your
behal f conducted any test, study, or other analysis concerning
possi bl e safety or health hazards of The Product [or of any
substantially similar product] and, if so, describe the nature
and results of each test, study, or analysis, state when it
was performed, identify each person who perforned it, and
identify each document that refers to it. (Standard Product
Liability Interrogatory No. 5.)

6. If you intend to use at trial a sinmulation (conputer
or actual), experinment, test, or analysis, describe each
simul ation, experiment, test, or analysis, identify the person
who created or performed it or who intends to performit, and
identify each document that refers to it. (Standard Product
Liability Interrogatory No. 6.)

7. Identify each document that depicts or purports to



depi ct the occurrence or scene of the occurrence.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 7.)

8. Identify each docunent that depicts or purports to
depict the condition of The Product or any of its components
at the tinme of or after the occurrence. (Standard Product
Liability Interrogatory No. 8.)

9. State the date, place, and circunstances under which
you first becane aware that exposure to or use of The Product
[or any substantially similar product] may be harnful or
hazar dous, identify each source of information | eading to your
awar eness, and identify the harmor hazards of which you
becanme aware. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.
9.)

10. Identify each person (other than your attorney or an
expert retained in anticipation of litigation or preparation
for trial who is not expected to be called as a w tness at
trial) who has nade any witten or oral report, nenorandum or
statenent to you or anyone acting on your behalf regarding the
cause of the occurrence, and identify each document t hat
constitutes or refers to each such report, nenorandum or

statenent. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 10.)

Interrogatories To Defendant From Plaintiff




31. If you contend that any product information was or
shoul d have been provided with The Product at the tine of its

sale or distribution to the end user, state the subject matter
of the product information, identify the person responsible
for providing the product information, and identify each
document that constitutes or refers to the product
information. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.
31.)

32. Identify and descri be each study, experinent, test,
or analysis, perforned by you or on your behalf, that nentions
any adverse effects of the use of The Product [or any
substantially similar product]. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 32.)

33. State whether any product information concerni ng
[insert a description of the particular use or risk at issue
in the case] was changed in any way with respect to The
Product [Or any substantially similar product| during the
period [date] through [date]. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 33.)

34. Identify each safety-rel ated product information,
sign, display, or other document furnished by you to sellers
for display in their sales facilities from[date] through

[date] that concerned The Product [Or any substantially



similar product]. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory
No. 34.)

35. Describe each change that was nmade to each item
identified in your answer to the preceding Interrogatory,
state whet her the change was furnished by you to sellers of
The Product or their custoners, and state when the change was
furnished to the sellers or their custoners. (Standard
Product Liability Interrogatory No. 35.)

36. If at any tine before the occurrence you or anyone
on your behal f made any statenent regarding the safety of The
Product [Or any substantially similar product]:

(a) state the date, tinme, place, and substance of each
statenment, the circunstances or occasion when the statenent
was nmade, and whether the statenent was witten or oral

(b) identify each person nmeki ng t he statenent;

(c) 4identify each person to whomthe statenent was made;
and,

(d) identify each document that constitutes or refers to
the statenent. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.
36.)

37. If you contend that the plaintiff was given any
witten or oral product information concerni ng The Product at

any tinme before the occurrence, as to each product



information:

(a) state the substance of the product information;

(b) state the date on which the plaintiff was given the
product information;

(c) 4identify the person who gave the plaintiff the
product information;

(d) describe the manner in which the product information
was given to the plaintiff; and

(e) identify each document that constitutes or refers to
t he product information. (Standard Product Liability

I nterrogatory No. 37.)

38. If you or anyone on your behalf provided to the
plaintiff any technical literature, product brochure, or
pronotional literature concerning The Product at any tine

before the occurrence:

(a) identify the literature or brochure;

(b) identify the person who provided the literature or
brochure to the plaintiff; and

(c) state the date the literature or brochure was given
to the plaintiff.(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.
38.)

39. If you are aware of any lawsuit or other claimbased

upon an allegation that a defect in a component substantially



similar to the component(s) at issue was a cause of any
personal injury, death, or property damage, as to each

(a) state the date you becane aware of the |awsuit or
claim

(b) state the date and | ocation of the incident involved
in the lawsuit or claimand describe the [product(s)] and
[ component (s)] involved and the nature of the defect all eged;

(c) 4identify the person bringing the lawsuit or claim
and

(dy if alawsuit, identify the court, case caption, and
docket number. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.
39.)

40. If there has been any federal or state governnental
or industry investigation of the safety of The Product or [any
substantially similar product Or] the component(s) at issue
[or any component substantially similar to the component(s) at
issue] :

(a) state the date of the investigation;

(b) identify the governnmental or industry entity that
conducted the investigation;

(c) describe the nature and subject nmatter of the
i nvestigation;

(d) identify each person who responded on your behalf to



the investigation; and,

(e) identify each document that refers to the
investigation. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.
40.)

41. If you or any agent or enpl oyee of yours expressly
warrant ed or guaranteed The Product, state the exact words of
each warranty or guarantee, and when, where, and by what neans
the warranty or guarantee was given. (Standard Product
Liability Interrogatory No. 41.)

42. If you contend that you or any agent or enpl oyee of
yours disclainmed any warranty or guarantee of The Product
state
t he exact words of each disclainmer, whether you contend that
t he person harmed by The Product was or shoul d have been aware
of the disclainer, and when, where, and by what neans the
di sclaimer was made. (Standard Product Liability
Interrogatory No. 42.)

43. Explain the neaning of each code word, code nunber,
or other synbol appearing on The Product, including any that
identifies the place of manufacture, the date of manufacture,
the lot or batch of which The Product was a part, or any test
or exam nati on of The Product. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 43.)

44. 1f there was a change after the date of manufacture



of The Product in the design of the component(s) at issue [or
component substantially similar to the component(s) at issue]:

(a) state the nature of the change;

(b) state the reason for the change;

(c) state the date of the change;

(d) identify each person who directed the change; and

(e) 4identify each document that inplenents the change.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 44.)

45. If there was a change after the date of manufacture
of The Product in the manufacturing process of the
component (s) at issue [Or component substantially similar to
the component(s) at issue]:

(a) state the nature of the change;

(b) state the reason for the change;

(c) state the date of the change;

(d) identify each person who directed the change; and

(e) 4identify each document that inplenents the change.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 45.)

46. Identify all persons who (a) were directly
responsi ble for the design, testing, certification, or safety
of the component(s) at issue, (b) are nost know edgeabl e about
the design, testing, certification, or safety of the

component (s) at issue, (c) nmanufactured the component(s) at



issue, or (d) assenbled the component(s) at issue i nto The
Product. As to each person, state the area of that person's
responsibility or know edge (e.g., design, testing,
certification, or safety). (Standard Product Liability

I nterrogatory No. 46.)

Interrogatories to Plaintiff from Defendant

61. Nane each component at issue and:

(a) state whether you contend that its alleged defect is
one of design, manufacture, or a failure to provide adequate
product information;

(b) describe the specific nature of each all eged design,
manuf acturing, or product information defect;

(c) state the facts that support your contention; and

(d) identify each person and document havi ng or
containing information that supports your contention.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 61.)

62. Wth respect to each component at issue for which
you contend there was a defect in design, state the
particul ars of each alternative design that you contend could
and shoul d have been enpl oyed and state the cost of the
alternative design. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory

No. 62.)



63. Wth respect to each component at issue for which
you contend there was a defect in manufacture, identify the
appl i cabl e manufacturing specifications for the component at
issue and state how you contend it failed to neet the
prescribed manufacturing specifications. (Standard Product
Liability Interrogatory No. 63.)

64. |If you contend that this defendant failed to provide
adequat e product information for The Product, state how the
product information was i nadequate and how you contend the
def endant could and shoul d have nade it adequate. (Standard
Product Liability Interrogatory No. 64.)

65. State the facts that support your contention that
The Product was defective and unreasonably dangerous, state
how | ong the all eged defective or unreasonably dangerous
condition existed before the occurrence, and identify each
person and document havi ng or containing information that
supports your contentions. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 65.)

66. Identify each person who you contend is responsible
for causing the alleged defective or unreasonably dangerous
condition of The Product, and identify each person and
document having or containing information that supports your

contention. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No.



66.)

67. State the facts that support your contention that
The Product reached you w thout substantial change in the
condition in which it was manufactured, and identify each
person and document havi ng or containing information that
supports your contention. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 67.)

68. State the facts that support your contention that the
al | eged defect in The Product was a proximte cause of the
harmalleged in this action. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 68.)

69. If you contend that The Product was not properly
install ed before the occurrence, state the facts that support
your contention and identify each person and document havi ng
or containing informati on that supports your contention.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 69.)

70. 1If you contend that this defendant before the
occurrence had notice of any defect or unreasonably dangerous
condition of The Product, state the facts that support your
contention and identify each person and document havi ng or
containing information that supports your contention.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 70.)

71. Describe each conpl aint about The Product, if any,



made at any tine by you or any other person to this defendant,
and identify each person and document havi ng or contai ni ng

i nformati on about the conmplaint. (Standard Product Liability
I nterrogatory No. 71.)

72. Describe the negligent acts or om ssions for which
you contend that this defendant is responsible with respect to
The Product, state the facts that support your contention,
state how each negligent act or om ssion could and shoul d have
been avoi ded, and identify each person and document havi ng or
containing information that supports your contention.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 72.)

73. If you contend that this defendant violated any
statute, regulation, ordinance, standard, or guideline with
respect to the manufacture or design of The Product or with
respect its product information, for each statute, regul ation,
ordi nance, standard, or guideline provide:

(a) the name of the publication in which it appears;

(b) the volume and page nunber of the publication in
which it appears;

(c) the specific provision that you contend was
vi ol ated; and

(d) its pronmulgation date and effective date.

(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 73.)

74. 1f you contend that the violation of any statute,



regul ati on, ordi nance, standard, or guideline set forth in
your answer to the preceding Interrogatory proxi nately caused
any harmalleged in this action, state the facts that support
your contention. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory
No. 74.)

75. 1If you contend that this defendant had a duty to test
but failed to test The Product, state the facts that support
your contention and identify each person and document havi ng
or containing information that supports your contention.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 75.)

76. Identify the person who sol d The Product to the
person Who owned The Product at the tinme of the occurrence,
and state the sales price, the date of sale, and whet her The
Product was sold in a "new' or "used" condition. |f The

Product was sold in a "used" condition, identify each person
who owned The Product at any tinme fromthe date of its
manufacture to the present and state when the person owned it.
(Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 76.)

77. Identify each person who has or had custody of The
Product Or any component at issue fromthe date of the
occurrence t0 the present. For each person identified, state

the tinme during which that person had custody and the exact

| ocation, including any street address, at which The Product



or component at issue was kept. (Standard Product Liability
Interrogatory No. 77.)

78. 1If you have know edge of any nmintenance or repair
t hat was contenpl ated, recomrended, or conducted, or should
have been conducted, on The Product before the occurrence,
state the know edge you have concerni ng any such nai ntenance
or repair and identify each person and document havi ng or
contai ning any information concerning the maintenance or
repair. (Standard Product Liability Interrogatory No. 78.)

79. |If you have know edge of any photograph, video,
notion picture, drawi ng, nodel, or other inage nade of The
Product Or any component at issue at any tinme, describe the
medi um on which the imge is recorded, identify each person
who participated in that process, state the date when the
i mmge was made, and identify the person who has present
custody of the inmage. (Standard Product Liability

I nterrogatory No. 79.)



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
APPENDI X: THE MARYLAND RULES OF PROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT

CLI ENT- LAWVER RELATI ONSHI P

AMEND Rule 1.14 to add | anguage to the Conment pertaining
to the Guidelines of Advocacy for Attorneys Representing
Children in CINA and Rel ated TPR and Adoption Proceedi ngs, as

foll ows:

Rule 1.14. Cient Under a Disability

(a) Wen a client's ability to make adequately consi dered
decisions in connection with the representation is inpaired,
whet her because of mnority, nmental disability or for sone
ot her reason, the |lawer shall, as far as reasonably possible,
mai ntain a normal client-lawer relationship with the client.

(b) A lawer may seek the appoi ntnent of a guardian or take
ot her protective action with respect to a client, only when
the | awer reasonably believes that the client cannot
adequately act in the client's own interest.

COMMENT

The normal client-lawer relationship is based on the
assunption that the client, when properly advi sed and
assi sted, is capable of making decisions about inportant
matters. When the client is a mnor or suffers froma nmenta
di sorder or disability, however, maintaining the ordinary
client-lawer relationship may not be possible in al
respects. In particular, an incapacitated person nmay have no

power to nake | egally binding decisions. Nevertheless, a
client l|acking |egal conpetence often has the ability to



under st and, deli berate upon, and reach concl usi ons about
matters affecting the client's own well-being. Furthernore, to
an increasing extent the | aw recogni zes internedi ate degrees
of conpetence. For exanple, children as young as five or siXx
years of age, and certainly those of ten or twelve, are
regarded as having opinions that are entitled to weight in

| egal proceedings concerning their custody. So also, it is
recogni zed that sone persons of advanced age can be quite
capabl e of handling routine financial matters while needing
speci al |egal protection concerning major transactions. The
fact that a client suffers a disability does not dimnish the
| awyer's obligation to treat the client with attention and
respect. |If the person has no guardian or |egal
representative, the |awer often nust act as de facto
guardian. Even if the person does have a | egal
representative, the | awer should as far as possible accord
the represented person the status of client, particularly in
mai nt ai ni ng comruni cati on.

A | awyer representing a person under disability should
advocate the position of the disabled person unless the | awer
reasonably concludes that the client is not able to nake a
consi dered decision in connection with the matter. This is
especially inportant in cases involving children in Child In
Need of Assistance (CINA) and related Term nation of Parental
Ri ghts (TPR) and adopti on proceedings. Wth respect to these
categories of cases, the Maryl and Foster Care Court
| mpr ovenent Proj ect has prepared Cuidelines of Advocacy for
Attorneys Representing Children in CINA and Rel ated TPR and
Adoption Proceedings. The Guidelines are included in an
appendi x to these Rul es.

If a | egal representative has already been appointed for
the client, the | awer should ordinarily |ook to the
representative for decisions on behalf of the client. If a
| egal representative has not been appointed, the | awer should
see to such an appointnent where it would serve the client's
best interests. Thus, if a disabled client has substanti al
property that should be sold for the client's benefit,
effective conpletion of the transaction ordinarily requires
appoi ntment of a |legal representative. |In many circunstances,
however, appointnent of a |legal representative may be
expensive or traumatic for the client. Evaluation of these
considerations is a matter of professional judgnent on the
| awyer's part.

If the |lawyer represents the guardian as distinct from
the ward, and is aware that the guardian is acting adversely



to the ward's interest, the | awyer may have an obligation to
prevent or rectify the guardian's m sconduct. See Rule 1.2

(d).

Di sclosure of the client's condition. -- Rules of procedure in
litigation generally provide that m nors or persons suffering
mental disability shall be represented by a guardi an or next
friend if they do not have a general guardi an. However,

di sclosure of the client's disability can adversely affect the
client's interests. For exanple, raising the question of
disability could, in sone circunstances, |ead to proceedings
for involuntary commtnment. The |awer's position in such
cases is an unavoidably difficult one. The | awer may seek

gui dance from an appropriate di agnostici an.



Code Conparison -- There is no counterpart to this Rule in the
Disciplinary Rules of the Code. EC 7-12 states that "Any
mental or physical condition of a client that renders him

i ncapabl e of making a considered judgnment on his own behal f
casts additional responsibilities upon his |lawer. \Were an

i nconpetent is acting through a guardi an or other |egal
representative, a |awer nust | ook to such representative for
t hose decisions which are normally the prerogative of the
client. If a client under disability has no | egal
representative, his |awer may be conpelled in court
proceedi ngs to nmake decisions on behalf of the client. If the
client is capable of understanding the matter in question or
of contributing to the advancenent of his interests,

regardl ess of whether he is legally disqualified from
perform ng certain acts, the | awer should obtain from him al
possible aid. If the disability of a client and the |ack of

| egal representative conpel the |lawer to nake decisions for
his client, the | awyer should consider all circunstances then
prevailing and act with care to safeguard and advance the
interests of his client. But obviously a |lawer cannot perform
any act or nake any decision which the law requires his client
to performor make, either acting for hinself if conpetent, or
by a duly constituted representative if legally inconpetent.”



MARYLAND RULES OF PRCCEDURE
APPENDI X:  GUI DELI NES OF ADVOCACY FOR ATTORNEYS REPRESENTI NG

CHI LDREN I N Cl NA AND RELATED TPR AND ADOCPTI ON PROCEEDI NGS

ADD new Appendi x, as foll ows:

GUIDELINES OF ADVOCACY FOR ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING
CHILDREN IN CINA AND RELATED TPR AND ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE

The Maryl and Foster Care Court |nprovenment Project has
devel oped these Qui delines of Advocacy for Attorneys
Representing Children in Child in Need of Assistance (Cl NA)
and Rel ated Term nation of Parental Rights (TPR) and Adoption
Proceedings. The court’s ability to protect the interests of
children rests in large part upon the skill and expertise of
t he advocate. An attorney should represent a child who is the
subject of a CINA or a related TPR or adoption proceeding in
accordance with these Guidelines. Nothing contained in the
Quidelines is intended to nodify, anmend, or alter the
fiduciary duties that an attorney owes to a client pursuant to
the Maryl and Lawyers’ Rul es of Professional Conduct. For
pur poses of these Guidelines, the word “child” refers to the
client of the attorney.

A. ADVOCATE FOR THE CHILD
GUIDELINE A. ROLE OF THE CHILD’S COUNSEL

The attorney shoul d determ ne whether the child has
consi dered judgnment as defined in Guideline B1. |If the child
has consi dered judgnent, the attorney should so state in open
court and shoul d advocate a position consistent with the
child s wishes in the matter. |If the attorney determ nes that
the child | acks considered judgnment, the attorney should so
informthe court. The attorney should then advocate a
position consistent with the best interests of the child as
defined in Cuideline B2.



B. CONSIDERED JUDGMENT

GUIDELINE Bl. ASSESSING CONSIDERED JUDGMENT

The

attorney shoul d advocate the position of a child

unl ess the attorney reasonably concludes that the child is
unabl e to express a reasoned choice about issues that are

r el evant

to the particular purpose for which the attorney is

representing the child. |[If the child has the ability to
express a reasoned choice, the child is regarded as havi ng
consi dered judgnent.

a.
j udgnent

The

| egal

whet her

from

To determ ne whether the child has consi dered

the attorney should focus on the child s decision-
maki ng process, rather than the child s decision.

attorney shoul d determ ne whether the child can
understand the risks and benefits of the child's

position and whether the child can reasonably
communi cate the child s wshes. The attorney should
consider the follow ng factors when determ ni ng
the child has consi dered judgnent:
(1) the child s devel opnental stage:
(a) cognitive ability,
(b) socialization, and
(c) enotional and nental devel opnent;
(2) the child s expression of a relevant position:
(a) ability to communicate with the attorney, and
(b) ability to articulate reasons for the |egal
position; and

(3) relevant and avail able reports such as reports

soci al workers, psychiatrists, psychol ogists, and
school s.

A child may be capabl e of considered judgnment even
t hough the child has a significant cognitive or
enotional disability.



C.
shoul d

persons.

client

of

At every interview wth the child, the attorney

assess whether the child has consi dered judgnent
regardi ng each relevant issue. |In naking a

determ nati on regardi ng consi dered judgnent, the
attorney may seek gui dance from professionals, famly
menbers, school officials, and other concerned

The attorney should also determine if any eval uations
are needed and advocate them when appropriate. At no
time shall the attorney conpronise the attorney-

privil ege.

An attorney should be sensitive to cultural, racial,
ethnic, or econom c differences between the attorney
and the child because such differences may

i nappropriately influence the attorney’ s assessnent

whet her the child has consi dered judgnent.



GUIDELINE B2. BEST INTEREST STANDARD

When an attorney representing a child determnes that the child
does not have consi dered judgnent, the attorney should
advocate for services and safety neasures that the attorney
believes to be in the child s best interests, taking into
consideration the placenent that is the | east restrictive
alternative. The attorney may advocate a position different
fromthe child s wishes if the attorney finds that the child
does not have considered judgnent at that time. The attorney
shoul d make clear to the court that the attorney is adopting
the best interest standard for that particul ar proceedi ng and
state the reasons for adopting the best interest standard as
wel | as the reasons for any change froma previously adopted
standard of representation. Even if the attorney advocates a
position different fromthe child s w shes, the attorney
shoul d ensure that the child s position is nmade a part of the
record.

C. CLIENT CONTACT
GUIDELINE Cl. GENERAL

The attorney should neet in the community with the child
at each key stage of the representation to conduct a
meani ngful interview The attorney should neet the child in
preparation for a hearing, regardless of the child s age or
disability, in an environnent that wll facilitate reasonable
attorney-client communications. The attorney is encouraged to
meet with the child in multiple environnments, including the
child s school, placenent, each subsequent placenent, or hone.

When face-to-face contact with a child is not reasonably
possi bl e or not necessary, the attorney still should have
meani ngful contact with the child. These situations may
include: (a) a child placed out-of-state; (b) a teenager with
whom t he attorney has established a sufficient attorney-client
relationship; or (c) a child under the age of three at the
shel ter care proceeding. The attorney, however, should have
face-to-face contact with the child prior to the adjudication
heari ng.

When a comruni cation with the child requires a sign or
spoken | anguage interpreter, the attorney should try to use
the services of a court-related interpreter or other qualified
interpreter other than the child s famly, friends, or social



wor ker s.

GUIDELINE C2. DETERMINATIONS

After conducting one or nore interviews with a child and
gi ving reasonabl e consideration to the child s age and
cognitive and enotional devel opnment, the attorney should
determ ne, at a m ni num

a. whether the child has considered judgnent;

b. whether the presence of the child at the proceedi ngs
will be waived, i.e., whether the child wants or
needs
to be present at the hearing or whether the child
will
be harnmed by appearing in court;

c. the child s position on the agency’ s petition, court
report(s), and other relevant issues, including the
per manency plan and pl acenent;

d. the child s position on evidence that may be offered
at the hearing, including evidence that may be
of fered
on behalf of the child;

e. the child s legal position at the hearing;

f. whether there is a conflict of interest that requires
the attorney to nove to withdraw fromrepresenting
one
or all of the clients as, for exanple, when the
attorney represents siblings;

g. whether the child should be called as a w tness,
after considering such factors as (1) the child s age, (2)
the child s cognitive and enoti onal devel opnent, (3)
the child s need or desire to testify, (4) the
I'i kel i hood of enotional traunma or repercussions to
t he
child, (5) the necessity of the child s direct
testinony, and (6) the availability of other
evi dence,
hear say exceptions, proffers, or stipulations that
can



substitute for direct testinony; and

h. if the child will be called as a witness, the setting
of the child s testinony; for exanple, whether the
child should testify in open court, open chanbers,
cl osed chanbers, or another |ocation.

GUIDELINE C3. ANCILLARY CONTACT WITH THE CHILD

The attorney shoul d have meani ngful contact with the
child at | east every six nonths, even if a court hearing is
not schedul ed. The attorney should seek to obtain notice of
energenci es and significant events involving the child between
court hearings. Upon receiving notice of such an event (for
exanpl e, a change of placenent), the attorney should interview
or observe the child within a reasonable tine. As necessary
or appropriate to the representation, the attorney should
attend treatnent, placenent, and adm nistrative hearings, and
ot her proceedings, as well as school case conferences or
staffing conferences concerning the child.

GUIDELINE C4. CONTINUITY OF REPRESENTATION

The attorney should continue to represent the child after
the initial court proceeding, including at disposition review
heari ngs, permanency planni ng hearings, and related TPR and
adopti on proceedi ngs.

D. ATTORNEY INVESTIGATION
GUIDELINE D1. INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION

The child s attorney should conduct a thorough and
i ndependent investigation as necessary or appropriate to the
representation. This investigation may include the follow ng:

a. obtaining and review ng the child s social services,
psychiatric, psychol ogical, drug and al cohol,
nmedi cal ,
| aw enf orcenent, school, and other records rel evant
to
t he case;

b. interview ng or observing the child before all court



heari ngs and when appri sed of energencies or
significant events affecting the child;

c. interview ng school personnel and other professionals
and potential w tnesses;

d. interviewwing the child s caretaker(s), with the
perm ssion of their attorney when necessary,
concer ni ng
the type of services the child currently receives and
the type of services the child needs; and

e. reviewing all relevant evidence.

At each stage of the investigation, the attorney should be
famliar with the child s position.

GUIDELINE D2. NON-VERBAL CHILD WITHOUT CONSIDERED
JUDGMENT

For a non-verbal child who does not have consi dered
judgnent, the attorney should observe that child in the
child s environnent and conduct a thorough investigation. The
i nvestigation should include, at a mninmum contact with the
child s caretaker, teacher, physician, and caseworker to
obtain informati on about the status of the child.



E. INVOLVEMENT IN THE COURT PROCESS

GUIDELINE E1. PRE-TRIAL STAGES

a.

strat egy

| egal

best

devel opnent a

If the child has considered judgnent, the
attorney should devel op a position and

concerning every rel evant aspect of the
proceedi ngs. \Wen developing the child s

position, the attorney should ensure that the
child is given advice and gui dance and al

i nformati on necessary to make an i nforned
deci si on.

The attorney should explain to the child in

a manner appropriate to the child s Ievel of
devel opnent what is expected to happen before,
during, and after each heari ng.

Consistent with the child s w shes, or the
interests of a child wi thout considered

j udgnment, the attorney should seek to obtain
appropriate services, including services for
children with physical, nental, or

disabilities.

GUIDELINE E2. TRIAL STAGES

a.
i nvol vi ng

b.
appropri at e,

and

The attorney should attend all hearings

the child and participate in all tel ephone or
ot her conferences with the court unless a
particul ar hearing involves issues conpletely
unrel ated to the child.

The attorney shoul d present a case and nake
appropriate notions, including, when

i ntroduci ng i ndependent evi dence and w t nesses
Cross-exam ni ng W t nesses.

During all hearings, the attorney should



preserve

| egal issues for appeal, as appropriate.

Consi stent with the wishes of a child with
consi dered judgnent, the attorney should try to
ensure tinmely hearings and oppose unwarranted
conti nuances or postponenents.

GUIDELINE E3. POST-TRIAL STAGES

a.

position,

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

t he

Foll owi ng the hearing, if consistent with the
attorney’s representation of the child's

the attorney should seek a witten court order to
be given to the parties, containing at a m ni nrum

required findings of fact and concl usi ons of
I aw;

the date and tine of the next hearing;
required notices;

actions to be taken by each party, including
t he agency(ies), and custodi ans;

appropriate statutory tinelines; and

the nanes of the parties who were present at
t he hearing.

The attorney shoul d consider and discuss with

child the possibility and ram fications of an
appeal and, when appropriate, take all steps
necessary to note an appeal or participate in an
appeal filed by another party.

F. LAWYER TRAINING

GUIDELINE F1. INITIAL TRAINING OR EXPERIENCE

Before accepting a case, a | awer who does not have
sufficient experience in providing | egal representation to
children in CINA and rel ated TPR and adopti on cases shoul d



participate in formal training and education related to this
area of practice. The |awer should satisfy the court and, if
applicable, the entity responsible for paynment of the | awyer
that the |lawer has sufficient skill and experience in child
advocacy. The |lawyer should participate in available training
and education, including in-house training.

GUIDELINE F2. SUBSTANCE OF TRAINING

Lawyers who seek to represent children in these
proceedi ngs are encouraged to seek training and education in
such subjects as:

a. the role of child s counsel

b. assessing considered judgnent;

c. basic interview ng techniques;

d. child devel opnent: cognitive, enotional, and nental
st ages;

e. federal and state statutes, regulations, rules, and
case | aw;

f. overview of the court process and key personnel in
child-related litigation

g. applicable guidelines and standards of
representation;

h. famly dynam cs and dysfunction, including substance
abuse and nental ill ness;

i. related issues, such as donestic violence, special
education, nmental health, devel opmental disability
systens, and adult guardi anshi ps;

J. social service agencies, child welfare prograns, and
medi cal , educational, and nental health resources for
the child and famly; and

k. witten materials, including related notions, court
orders, pleadings, and training manual s.



G. ROLE OF THE COURT

| f the court becones aware that an attorney is not
follow ng these Guidelines, the court nay encourage conpliance
by taking one or nore of the follow ng steps, as appropriate:

(1) alert the individual attorney that the attorney is

not
in conpliance with the Cuidelines;
(2) alert relevant governnent agencies or firnms that the
attorney is not conplying wth the Quidelines;
(3) alert the entity(ies) responsible for adm nistering
t he

contracts for children’'s representation that the
attorney appointed to represent children is not
conplying with the CGuidelines; and

(4) appoint another attorney for the child.



MARYLAND RULES OF PROCEDURE
RULES GOVERNI NG ADM SSI ON TO THE BAR OF MARYLAND
AMEND Rule 14 so that it applies to an out-of-state
attorney
representing a client in a certain arbitration in Maryland, as

foll ows:

Rul e 14. SPECI AL ADM SSI ON OF QUT- OF- STATE ATTORNEYS

(a) Modtion for Special Adm ssion
A nmenber of the Bar of this State who is an attorney of
record in an action pending in any court of this State, [or]
before an adm nistrative agency of this State or any of its

political subdivisions, or representing a client in an

arbitration taking place in this State involving the

application of Maryland |law, may nove, in witing, that an

attorney who is a nenber in good standing of the Bar of

anot her state be admtted to practice in this State for the
limted purpose of appearing and participating in the action
as co-counsel with the novant. |[|f the action is pending in a
court, the notion shall be filed in that court. |If the action

i s pending before an adm nistrative agency or arbitration

panel, the notion shall be filed in the circuit court for the
county in which the principal office of the agency is |ocated

or in which the arbitration hearing is |located or in any other




circuit to which the action nay be appeal ed and shall i nclude
the novant's signed certification that copies of the notion
have been furnished to the agency or the arbitration panel,
and to all parties of record.

Cross reference: For the definition of “arbitration,” see
Rule 17-102 (b).

(b) Certification by Qut-of-State Attorney
The attorney whose special adm ssion is noved shal
certify in witing the nunber of tinmes the attorney has been
specially admtted during the twelve nonths i mredi ately
preceding the filing of the notion. The certification may be
filed as a separate paper or nmay be included in the notion
under an appropriate headi ng.
(c) Oder
The court by order nmay admt specially or deny the
speci al adm ssion of an attorney. In either case, the clerk
shall forward a copy of the order to the State Court
Adm ni strator, who shall maintain a docket of all attorneys
granted or denied special adm ssion. Wen the order grants or
deni es the special adm ssion of an attorney in an action
pendi ng before an adm nistrative agency, the clerk also shal
forward a copy of the order to the agency.
(d) Limtations on Qut-of-State Attorney's Practice
An attorney specially admtted may act only as

co-counsel for a party represented by an attorney of record in



the action who is admtted to practice in this State. The
specially admtted attorney may participate in the court or
adm ni strative proceedi ngs only when acconpani ed by the

Maryl and attorney, unless the latter's presence i s waived by
the judge or adm nistrative hearing officer presiding over the
action. Any out-of-state attorney so admtted is subjected to
the Maryl and Rul es of Professional Conduct.

Cross reference: See Code, Business Qccupations and
Prof essions Article, 810-215.

Commttee note: The Conmttee has not recommended a nuneri cal
[imtation on the nunber of appearances pro hac vice to be
al l owed any attorney. Specialized expertise of out-of-state
attorneys or other special circunstances may be inportant
factors to be considered by judges in assessing whet her
Maryland litigants have access to effective representation.
This Rule is not intended, however, to permt extensive or
systematic practice by attorneys not |icensed in Maryl and.

The Commttee is primarily concerned with assuring

prof essional responsibility of attorneys in Maryland by

avoi ding circunvention of Rule 13 (Qut-of-State Attorneys) or
Kenp Pontiac Cadillac, Inc. et al vs. S & M Construction Co.,
Inc., 33 Mi. App. 516 (1976). The Conmttee al so noted that
paynent to the Cients' Security Trust Fund of the Bar of
Maryl and by an attorney admtted specially for the purposes of
an action is not required by existing statute or rule of
court.

Source: This Rule is derived fromforner Rule 20.



